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OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY-MARK DUNAGAN

I.
OUTLINE OF CHAPTER 2:1-8

I.
Paul's Concern For Christians Of The Lycus Valley:  2:1



A.
His Desire For Their Encouragement:  2:2



B.
His Desire That They Realize That All True Knowledge and Wisdom are Found in Christ:  2:2-3



C.
His Desire That They Resist False But Persuasive Arguments:  2:4


II.
Antidotes To Error:  2:5-8



A.
Firmness In The Faith:  2:5



B.
Holding On To the Same Jesus Preached To Them: 2:6



C.
Gratitude:  2:7



D.
The True Nature Of False Doctrine-Empty Arguments/Mere Human Tradition/Anything But Wise:  2:8
II.
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
'In the previous paragraph (1:24-29) Paul spoke in general terms of his apostolic service.  His ministry to the Gentile congregations included the Colossians (vv 24-25).  Now he turns to them in direct personal address...with the aim of strengthening the bond between the Colossian believers, whom he had not met previously, and himself.  By means of a form used in the letter-writing convention of his day he wishes to instruct them in an important matter.' (O'Brien p. 91)

'Here is a brief lifting of the curtain and a poignant glimpse into Paul's heart.  He is going through a struggle for these Christians whom he had never seen but whom he loved.  He associates the Laodicaeans with the Colossians, and speaks of all those who had never seen his face.  He is thinking of the Christians in that group of three towns in the Lycus valley, Laodicaea, Hierapolis and Colosse..and picturing them in his mind's eye.' (Barclay pp. 127-128)

III.
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER 2:1-8:
Colossians 2:1 For I would have you know how greatly I strive for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 


'FOR I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW'-Paul always wanted his brethren to be informed (Romans 1:13; 11:25; 1 Cor. 10:1; 11:3; 12:1; 2 Cor. 1:8; 1 Thess. 4:3).  Paul likes everything in the open, upfront and fully known.


'HOW GREATLY I STRIVE FOR YOU'-'what a battle I am fighting for you' (Wms); 'what anxiety I feel over you' (Knox).  Notice Paul's honesty and transparency.


'STRIVE'-73. agon {ag-one'}; from 71; properly, a place of assembly (as if led), i.e. (by implication) a contest (held there); figuratively, an effort or anxiety: -conflict, contention, fight, race.


-'Here of inward conflict, anxiety, prayer, as in 4:12.' (Vincent p. 482)  

Points to Note:


1.
'the energy and abruptness of language characterizing this second chapter bear witness to the inward wrestling which the Colossian difficulty occasioned in the apostle's mind.' (P.P. Comm. p. 82)


2.
'In the previous paragraph he has stated the strenuous character of his ministry (1:29); here he gives a specific instance.  There he referred to his outward activities; here he reveals the anxieties and struggles of his sould...There later he would not conceal.  He wishes his readers to "know" and appreciate them.  It may lead them to realize the seriousness of their situation and the peril in which they stand.' (Erdman p. 67)


3.
Paul was even concerned about the spiritual state of churches he hadn't personally founded (2 Cor. 11:28 'concern for all the churches.').   'He had no little jealousies and no favourtism, but all the believing communities, whatever their age, place, or origin, found in him immediate sympathy and co-operation.' (Eadie p. 104)


4.
'means deep and earnest solicitude, accompanied with toil and peril.  Phil.1:30; 1 Thess. 2:2; 1 Tim. 6:12.' (Eadie p. 105)


5.
'He must have longed to go to Colosse himself.  He must have longed to face the false teachers and deal with their arguments and recall those who were straying from the truth.  But he was in prison.  There had come a time when there was nothing left to do but to prayer..' (Barclay p. 128)


6.
There is no such thing as an "easy" Christianity.   Too many are looking for a membership in the body of Christ with no emotional strings attached.  N.T. Christianity involves being emotionally involved in the ups and downs of God's people (Romans 12:15).  


7.
Paul's example leaves us without any excuse.  We aren't in prison, we are free.  So what is our excuse for not sharing the gospel with the lost and for not trying to bring the wayward back?  (Galatians 6:1; Matthew 18:15; James 5:19-20)

'AND FOR THEM AT LAODICEA, AND FOR AS MANY AS HAVE NOT SEEN MY FACE IN THE FLESH'-'for all who do not know me personally' (Gspd); 'haven't seen me face to face' (Beck).


'THEM AT LAODICEA'-'is also mentioned, from its proximity to Colosse, and perhaps because it was exposed to similar seductions.' (Eadie p. 106)  'The danger which had come to a head in Colossae was doubtless threatening its neighbors.' (P.P. Comm. p. 82)


'AND FOR AS MANY'-Including the members at Hierapolis (4:13), the other congregation located in the Lycus valley.  'Including all who come under the same category as the Colossians and Laodicaeans.  Hence equivalent to "all who, like yourselves, have not seen..' (Vincent p. 482)


'HAVE NOT SEEN MY FACE'-

Points to Note:


1.
Paul knew some of the members here, (i.e. Philemon).  But the vast majority he had never met.  


2.
It appears that Paul may have passed through the city of Colossae in past years (Acts 18:23/19:1), but this appears to have occurred prior to any congregation being established in Colossae (Acts 19:10).

WHAT PAUL YEARNED FOR CONCERNING THESE CHRISTIANS:
Colossians 2:2 that their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, that they may know the mystery of God, {even} Christ, 


'THAT'-'I want them to' (NEB)  'The purpose of Paul's striving' (Hendriksen p. 103)


'THEIR HEARTS'-'Their minds and wills as well as their emotions were included in the term "hearts".' (Erdman p. 68)  'Embraces also the intellect and the will.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 518)


'MAY BE'-Even the apostle Paul couldn't force spiritual maturity of any Christian.  Human freewill must always be factored in.


'COMFORTED'-3870. parakaleo {par-ak-al-eh'-o}; from 3844 and 2564; to call near, i.e. invite, invoke (by imploration, hortation or consolation): -beseech, call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort(-ation), intreat, pray.


-'Not so much tranquillized as braced.' (Vincent p. 482)  'The word here denotes "not relief but reinforcement."' (Erdman pp. 67-68)  (Colossians 4:8; Eph. 6:22; 2 Thess. 2:17)

Points to Note:


1.
In the fact of opposition and false teaching, Paul prays that these Christians are unmoved and unnerved.  'the idea of enabling a person to meet some difficult situation with confidence and gallantry...fill with that courage which can cope with any situation.' (Barclay p. 129)


2.
False doctrine, confrontation and controversy can be distracting and unsettling.   Paul prays that in the midst of turmoil, these Christians would remain confident and unmoved in their hearts.  In addition, error in the church can be discouraging.  


3.
False teachers also tend to play "mind-games" with those they are trying to deceive.  Paul prays that the Colossians would remain mentally sound in the faith, quick to discern truth from error (Hebrews 5:12-14); and that they would carefully examine any claims (Acts 17:11; 1 Thess. 5:21-22; 1 John 4:1).  We might say, 'In the midst of confusion, that you would keep your head on straight,' (Eph. 4:14)

'THEY BEING KNIT TOGETHER IN LOVE'-'bound to one another by love' (TCNT); 'welded together in love' (Wey).


'KNIT TOGETHER'-4822. sumbibazo {soom-bib-ad'-zo}; from 4862 and bibazo (to force; causative [by reduplication] of the base of 939); to drive together, i.e. unite (in association or affection), (mentally) to infer, show, teach: -compact, assuredly gather, intrust, knit together, prove. 


-(2:19 'held together'; Eph. 4:16).


'IN LOVE'-(Colossians 3:14 'the perfect bond of unity').

Points to Note:


1.
False teachers often try to play one member against another.  'There may be a reference to the divisive tendencies of the false teaching.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 518)


2.
Eadie remarks, 'The entrance of error naturally begets suspicion and alienation.  One wonders if his neighor is infected, and how far...Expressions are too carefully weighed...A sinister construction is apt to be put upon the slightest actions..' (p. 107)   This is an excellent observation.  When a certain error hits the church, at times members are too quick to jump to conclusions, too quick to divide, too quick to write other members and whole congregations off, too quick to assume that someone accepts the error, without really talking to them about what they really believe.  And the ever famous, too quick to swallow gossip about another congregation or another Christian.


3.
Rather, Paul prays that love between Christians will be strong in Colossae.  In the midst of error, members will remember to practice 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.


4.
We need to apply these things among ourselves:  (a)  Let's not gossip or secretly rejoice when a brother or sister goes into error, let's be resolved to give the devil a real fight when he tries to snatch a member from the flock.  Which means that every effort is made to bring that valuable soul back to the truth (James 5:19-20).  (b)  Let us also be resolved to make every effort to bring back erring congregations, i.e. try to get our foot in the door to give them some good teaching, before we write them off as people not interested in the truth.

'AND UNTO ALL RICHES OF THE FULL ASSURANCE OF UNDERSTANDING'-'and keeping in view the full blessedness of a firm conviction' (TCNT); 'I long for you to grow more certain in your knowledge and more sure in your grasp' (Phi); 'and to come to the full wealth of conviction which understanding brings' (NEB); 'May they have all the wealth of conviction that comes from insight!' (Mof)


'ALL RICHES'-'and attaining to all the wealth' (NASV).  The Bible often talks about the "riches", "blessings" or "wealth" available to those in Christ (Eph. 1:3).  Contrary to the claims of the world, being a Christian isn't the deprived life.


'FULL ASSURANCE'-(Heb. 6:11; 10:22).  


'UNDERSTANDING'-4907. sunesis {soon'-es-is}; from 4920; a mental putting together, i.e. intelligence or (concretely) the intellect: -knowledge, understanding.

Points to Note:


1.
You can't put a price tag on a full and settled conviction in the truth.  Real faith is the most valuable asset that one can possess (Hebrews 11:1ff).


2.
'If a man possesses not this conviction--what he holds today be modified or explained away to-morrow....And as the mental energy is frittered away by such indecision, the mind becomes specially susceptible of foreign influence and impression...It was the apostle's earnest desire that the Colossian church...should assuredly understand (Christianity)...its facts their evidence--its doctrines and their connections--its promises and their basis...The fixed knowledge of those things would fortify their minds against the seductive insinuations of false teachers..' (Eadie p. 108)  (2 Tim. 3:7 'always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.')


3.
In contrast to what Paul desired, we hear many religious people claiming that true "spirituality" is when you give up the concept of absolute truth.  Carefully note that Paul desired that Christians would have settled, black and white convictions.   God expects the Christian to come to a full and definite knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4).  God believes that the Bible is so clear that the Christian can settle "doctrine" once and for all.  

'THAT THEY MAY'-'Paul desires the full use of the intellect in grasping the great mystery of Christ and it calls for the full and balanced exercise of all one's mental powers.' (Robertson p. 488)


'KNOW'-1922. epignosis {ep-ig'-no-sis}; from 1921; recognition, i.e. (by implication) full discernment, acknowledgement: -(ac-)knowledge(-ing, -ment).


'THE MYSTERY OF GOD'-Yes, God does have a mystery.  But not a mystery that is only for the elite.  And neither is it a mystery that is designed to remain a mystery.  'The word "mystery" has its usual New Testament meaning.  It describes something once hidden but now disclosed--something, too, which is not to be kept secret but which is to be made known.' (Erdman p. 68)


'EVEN CHRIST'-

Points to Note:


1.
'"Unto full knowledge".  This use of 'epignosis' (full, additional knowledge) is Paul's reply to the Gnostics with the limited and perverted 'gnosis' (knowledge).' (Robertson p. 488)


2.
Christ is the focal point of God's once hidden mystery.  Without Jesus Christ, you can't fully understand the purpose of God.  For in Jesus Christ, God is perfectly manifested (John 1:18; 14:6)  'He is the supreme and essential revelation.' (Erdman p. 68)

Colossians 2:3 in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden. 


'IN WHOM'-i.e. in Christ.


'ARE ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE HIDDEN'-


'WISDOM'-4678. sophia {sof-ee'-ah}; from 4680; wisdom (higher or lower, worldly or spiritual): -wisdom.


'KNOWLEDGE'-1108. gnosis {gno'-sis}; from 1097; knowing (the act), i.e. (by implication) knowledge: -knowledge, science.

Points to Note:


1.
'"knowledge" refers to the apprehending of truths; "wisdom" to the power of reasoning about thme and applying them to life...Paul is insisting that the whole wealth of spiritual insight which men need, the beliefs concerning God which they should hold, and the laws of conduct by which they are to be guided are all stored up for them in Christ.' (Erdman p. 68)


2.
'Now wisdom is the ability, in concrete situations, to apply knowledge to the best advantage.' (Hendriksen p. 105)


3.
'Knowledge is the study, wisdom its fruit.' (Eadie p. 111)


4.
This verse definitely shuts the door on many of the false teachers claims:  (a)  "all" wisdom and knowledge, all that is essential for pleasing God, is found in Christ (2 Peter 1:3; John 16:13).  Hence whatever "knowledge and wisdom" the false teachers were selling was useless.  (b)  The search for wisdom and knowledge, apart from Jesus Christ, is a task doomed to failure.  (c)  The wisdom the false teachers claimed was found in their secret books.  But true wisdom is found in Jesus Christ.


5.
'"In him" the apostle finds what false teachers sought elsewhere, a satisfaction for the intellect as well as for the heart.' (P.P. Comm. p. 83)


6.
When someone claims that the Bible isn't intellectually stimulating enough.  We automatically know that the person making the claim isn't as smart as they claim to be.  We know that something is seriously wrong with their study methods.  We also know that their desire for truth isn't as strong as it should be.


'HIDDEN'-614. apokruphos {ap-ok'-roo-fos}; from 613; secret; by implication, treasured: -hid, kept secret.

Points to Note:


1.
If such wealth is found in Christ, then it is available for anyone who wants it.


2.
But the word "hidden" infers:  (a)  That while such truth is available for anyone.  It isn't inherently within us or easily discovered by intuition (1 Cor. 2:6-9; Jeremiah 10:23).  We must come to Christ for it.  (b)  It isn't available for lazy people or people who don't have a love for truth (2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Thess. 2:10-12).  (c)  Anyone can gain this treasure, that is, anyone willing to dig for it (Hebrews 5:12-14).


3.
Bible study shouldn't be a chore or simply something to be done, a mere duty to be performed.  Within Christ's revelation are found abundant treasures, all spiritual truth that is worth knowing.  The most important concepts and realities of life.  And it's not mere information, it is the truth that can liberate you from sin (John 8:32), the message that can save your soul (James 1:21).

4.
This verse also infers:  (a)  The human mind can comprehend and correctly interpret God's revelation-i.e. the revelation that God gave is perfectly fitted for the man that God created.  (b)  No other revelation from God is needed.  Which places all latter-day revelations (The Book of Mormon, etc...) out in the cold.
Colossians 2:4 This I say, that no one may delude you with persuasiveness of speech. 


'THIS I SAY'-'What I mean is this' (Bruce p. 92).  The reason that Paul has emphasized that all spiritual truth is found in Jesus Christ.


'DELUDE YOU'-3884. paralogizomai {par-al-og-id'-zom-ahee}; from 3844 and 3049; to misreckon, i.e. delude: -beguile, deceive.



-God often has the apostles warn Christians against the danger of being deceived (1 Cor. 6:9; Eph. 5:6).  We can't be naive and think that everyone in the religious world is telling the truth.  We must learn to check all the various claims that we encounter (Acts 17:11; 1 Thess. 5:21-22).  And carefully note that nowhere has God ever required us to believe and accept everything that is claimed by religious people (1 John 4:1; Revelation 2:2).


'PERSUASIVENESS OF SPEECH'-4086. pithanologia {pith-an-ol-og-ee'-ah}; from a compound of a derivative of 3982 and 3056; persuasive language: -enticing words.


-'this was a word of the law-courts; it was the word used for the persuasive power of a lawyer's arguments, which could enable the criminal to escape his just punishment.' (Barclay p. 131)


-'their danger, then, was that of being deceived...by the plausible arguments..and also by their suave language.  They were in peril of accepting doctrines as true without understanding their real nature and consequences.' (Erdman p. 69)


-'don't let anyone talk you round with plausible arguments.' (Hendriksen p. 92)


-'The new teachers were fluent, specious reasoners, and had a store of sophistical arguments at command.  The tense of the verb indicates an apprehension as to what may be now going on.' (P.P. Comm. pp. 83-84)

Points to Note:


1.
Christians need the same warning today.  Paul is admonishing the Colossians, 'You have the truth, all of it--they don't!'  And boy do we need to hear the same admonition:  'Christian, the world is backward-you're not, the world is in the dark ages, not you, the world is behind the times, the message the world has is irrelevant, but not the truth, the truth you possess is always exactly what the time and culture you happen to live in--needs to hear!'

2.
And oh do we need to know what the Bible actually teaches.  This verse infers:  (a)  False teachers are sharp!  (b)  Many of their arguments sound really good.  Many of their arguments even sound logical and very intellectual.  (c)  You need to have a firm grasp of the truth found in Jesus Christ, because, with your own wisdom--you will be at a huge disadvantage (2 Peter 2:1-3; Romans 16:18; 2 Tim. 4:3-4).  


3.
Mere intellect, unaided human intelligence can't save you from error.  Just look at the "smart and successful" people entrapped in Mormonism, the Jehovah Witnesses, The New Age, Catholicism, real liberal mainline denominations, i.e. the United Church of Christ, etc...
Colossians 2:5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 


'THOUGH I AM ABSENT IN THE FLESH'-'absent in body' (NASV); 'far away in person' (Wms); 'physically absent' (Ber).

'If he were present at Colossae he would deal with this menacing situation in person; but his imprisonment prevents him from being with them "in the flesh".' (O'Brien pp. 97-98)

But, such an absence won't stop him from doing everything he can to warn and encourage them.


'YET AM I WITH YOU IN THE SPIRIT'-'in spirit' (NASV)  (1 Cor. 5:3-5; 1 Thess. 2:17).  They may be out of sight, but not out of mind.

'The report which Epaphras had presented to Paul was, on the whole, favorable.  Though he had not in any way minimized the dangers that were threatening the church, yet he had been careful to point out that on the whole the Colossians had not been moved from their foundation.' (Hendriksen p. 107)


'JOYING AND BEHOLDING YOUR ORDER'-'delighted to witness' (Wey).  Through the eyes of Epaphras (1:7), Paul rejoices as he sees the faithfulness of this congregation. (2 John 4; 3 John 4)


'ORDER'-5010. taxis {tax'-is}; from 5021; regular arrangement, i.e. (in time) fixed succession (of rank or character), official dignity: -order.


-'The military line..unbroken, intact.  A few stragglers had gone over to the Gnostics, but there had been no panic, no breach in the line.' (Robertson p. 489)


-'The church should be like an ordered army, with every man in his appointed place, ready and willing to obey the word of command.' (Barclay p. 131)


'STEDFASTNESS'-4733. stereoma {ster-eh'-o-mah}; from 4732; something established, i.e. (abstractly) confirmation (stability): -stedfastness.


-'Solid front' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 520).  'are miltary terms, denoting the "ordered array" and "solid front" of an army prepared for battle.' (P.P. Comm. p. 84)


-'The word translated "firmness" (steadfastness) is stereoma, which means a sold bulwark, an immovable phalanx.  It describes an army set out in an unbreakable square, solidly immovable against the shock of the enemy's charge.  Within the church there should be disciplined order and strong steadiness, like the order and steadiness of a trained and disciplined body of troops.' (Barclay p. 131)

Points to Note:


1.
I like the idea of a "solid front" presented by the church.  This verse infers:  (a)  All Christians can stand for the same thing, i.e. doctrine isn't that complicated (1 Cor. 1:10).


2.
God doesn't believe in, 'Unity-in-doctrinal-confusion'.  (2 John 9-11; Galatians 1:6-9).


3.
Bible classes, sermons and any instuction for members is a good use of your time and resources.  An untaught membership is only courting disaster (Romans 16:18).

'OF YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST'-

Points to Note:


1.
Observe that "faith in Christ" involves holding to the truth (2:4).  You cannot divorce "a personal relationship with Christ", from doctrinal soundness (1 Tim. 6:3; 2 John 9).


2.
Christians are to be unyielding and close-minded towards error.  Faith in Christ means, on the practical level, trusting that Jesus is telling you the truth, in spite of all claims to the contrary.
Colossians 2:6 As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, {so} walk in him, 


'AS'-'live in accordance with what you received' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 521).  'So just as' (Gspd)


'RECEIVED'-3880. paralambano {par-al-am-ban'-o}; from 3844 and 2983; to receive near, i.e. associate with oneself (in any familiar or intimate act or relation); by analogy, to assume an office; figuratively, to learn: -receive, take (unto, with).


-'received as transmitted' (Hendriksen p. 107).  'Received by instruction' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 521)  'By tranmission from..your teachers' (Vincent p. 484)  (1 Cor. 11:23; 15:1,3; Gal. 1:9,12; Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 2:13).


'CHRIST JESUS THE LORD'-They Jesus they had been taught about, was the right Jesus.  They were to hold on to exactly the very truth that Epaphras had instructed them in.  There was no need to change or alter this teaching.


'SO WALK IN HIM'-i.e. live your life ordering to this truth

Point to Note:


False doctrine almost always changes conduct.  The false doctrines which the Colossians faced could move them toward:  (a)  Asceticism (2:20-23).  (b)  Immorality (3:5ff).  (c)  Superstition (2:18).  (c)  Jewish rituals (2:16).  Paul is telling these Christians to live like Christ is God.  Living like Christ is God means that you reject any assumed "improvements" to the gospel, you reject any human improvements to God's plan of salvation in Christ and that you live like Jesus is in charge of this universe, i.e. reject supersitition and the occult.

WHAT WALKING IN CHRIST LOOKS LIKE:
Colossians 2:7 rooted and builded up in him, and established in your faith, even as ye were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 


'ROOTED'-

