
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANSPRIVATE 


CHAPTER 2:9-15

OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY-MARK DUNAGAN


I.
OUTLINE OF CHAPTER 2:9-15:

I.
Complete In Christ:  2:9-15



A.
He Is The Fullness of God:  2:9



B.
He Is The Final Authority:  2:10



C.
In Him Is Found The True Circumcision:  2:11-13



D.
In Him Is Found Release From The Law Of Moses: 2:14



E.
In Him Is Found Victory Over Hostile Spiritual Forces:  2:15
II.
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:

'One thing clear is that the false teachers wished the Colossians to accept what can only be called "additions to Christ"...They wished to teach men an additional philosophy (verse 8).  As they saw it, the simple truth preached by Jesus and preserved in the gospel was not enough.  It had to be filled out by an elaborate system of pseudo-philosophical thought...They wished to impose circumcision on Christians (verse 11)...They wished to lay down ascetic rules and regulations (verses 16, 20-23)...They wished to introduce the worship of angels (verse 18)...The one thing certain is that the false teachers taught that Jesus Christ and his teaching and work were not in themselves sufficient for salvation.' (Barclay pp. 134-135)

III.
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER 2:9-15:
Colossians 2:9 for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, 


'FOR'-'This is the reason why the Colossians were to be on their guard against any vain philosophy that might turn them away from Christ.' (Erdman pp. 75-76)   This is the real reason why all the 'treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ.'  Carefully note that loyalty to Christ is much more than just a human kind of loyalty, i.e. you gave your word, so support this man or program.  It is a loyalty rooted in "who" Christ is.  Human philosophy is to be rejected, simply because it can't even come close to what Christ offers the Christian.  For Jesus is God!


'This is an irresistible argument.  Any system not after Christ must be human and wrong--"for in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily"..' (Eadie p. 137)


'IN HIM'-i.e. in Christ (2:8).


'DWELLETH'-2730. katoikeo {kat-oy-keh'-o}; from 2596 and 3611; to house permanently, i.e. reside (literally or figuratively): -dwell(-er), inhabitant(-ter).


-The word "dwelleth" is in the present tense.  'The indwelling of the divine fullness in Him is characteristic of Him...from all ages and to all ages.  Hence the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him before His incarnation..(Phil. 2:6)..(John 1:1).' (Vincent p. 487)


-It dwelled in Him during His incarnation (John 14:6), and after His incarnation.


-'Permanently dwells' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 523)


'ALL THE FULNESS'-'The teachers of error may have talked of the fullness of divine being distributed among a hierarchy of spirit-powers, through which it was filtered down to this world.  Christians had something better.  They had Christ, the personal revelation of the Father, the one mediator between God and human beings, in whom..the plentitude of deity was embodied.' (Bruce pp. 100-101)  


'The false teachers represented the fulness of the Godhead has distributed among the angels' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 523)


'FULNESS'-4138. pleroma {play'-ro-mah}; from 4137; repletion or completion, i.e. (subjectively) what fills (as contents, supplement, copiousness, multitude), or (objectively) what is filled (as container, performance, period): -which is put in to fill up, piece that filled up, fulfilling, full, fulness.


-'it is the whole fulness--not one cycle of Divine perfections--a single cluster of Divine properties--not a partial possession of isolated glories--nor a handful of meted and fractional resources.' (Eadie p. 137)


-Same as 1:19.  'is emphatic, the whole fulness dwells in Christ, therefore it is vain to seek it wholly or partially outside of Him' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 523)


'OF THE GODHEAD'-2320. theotes {theh-ot'-ace}; from 2316; divinity (abstractly): -godhead.



-'the very essence of God' (Robertson p. 491).  'the divine nature' (Vincent p. 486)



-'denotes the essence or content of divine being, that indeed which constitutes God...The word "deity", and its corresponding word in the Greek, denotes the "being God".  Christ is not only Godlike; he is God.' (Erdman p. 76)

Vine points out the difference between 'Godhead' of Romans 1:20 which is seen in creation, and the 'Godhead' of Colossians 2:9 that is seen in Christ.  The attributes (i.e. power, etc..) of God are demonstrated in creation (Romans 1:20).  But along with the attributes of God, the Divine essence of Godhood, the Personality of God, is seen in Jesus Christ.  'They were no mere rays of Divine glory which gilded Him, lighting up His Person for a season and with a splendor not His own; but He was, and is, absolute and perfect God.' (Vine 'Divinity'. pp. 328-329)

Point to Note:


The word "Godhead" or "Godhood" often confuses people.  Until they remember such words as "manhood", "womanhood" and "childhood".  Manhood is to possess the qualities of being a man, likewise womanhood is to possess the qualities of being a woman, and childhood is to possess the qualities of being a child.  In like manner, Godhood is the state of possessing all the qualities which make God, God.  And only three persons possess 'Godhood', i.e. Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

'BODILY'-4985. somatikos {so-mat-ee-koce'}; adverb from 4984; corporeally or physically: -bodily.

Points to Note:


1.
Quite a bit of discussion exists on what the word "bodily" means.  The best way to unravel any difficultly is to state what we already know from other passages:  (a)  Jesus didn't have a physical body before He came to this earth (Hebrews 10:5).  (b)  The fulness of the Godhead dwelled in Jesus before the incarnation (John 1:1; Isaiah 9:6).  (c)  The fullness of the Godhead dwelled in Jesus, and was found dwelling in a physical body during the incarnation (John 1:1,14; 5:18-23; 14:9; Philippians 2:6).  (d)  The fullness of the Godhead dwells in Jesus after the incarnation, i.e. Jesus is fully God now in heaven (Heb. 1:8; 1:15-17).


2.
The real question is:  Since the word "dwelleth" is in the present tense, is this passage teaching that Jesus presently dwells in the body (albeit-glorified and resurrected) that He possessed while upon this earth?  Erdman notes, 'In the glorified bodily form of Christ all the plentitude of deity permanently dwells.' (p. 76)



Passages such as Acts 1:11; Phil. 3:21 'the body of His glory'; 1 John 3:2; and Revelation 1:12-18, seem to endorse the same idea, i.e. Jesus currently dwells in His glorified resurrected body.  The same type of bodily condition that all Christians will dwell in (1 Corinthians 15).

3.
This passage provides the Christian with a wealth of information and contradicts a number of modern religious misconceptions:



a.
The Jehovah Witnesses are wrong, Jesus isn't a little 'g', god.  In him ALL THE FULNESS OF WHAT MAKES GOD, GOD, DWELLS.  In fact, the Jehovah Witnesses are found having more in common with the Gnostics than Paul.  For the Witnesses have a gradual progression up to God the Father, i.e. an impersonal Holy Spirit, a personal, "created-god" (Jesus), and then the eternal God-the Father.  The Gnostics taught much the same thing, they just added more "beings" on the ladder.



b.
Those who claim that Jesus wasn't fully God while He was upon the earth are also found in error.  'ALL THE FULNESS OF GOD DWELLED IN JESUS, IN A BODILY FORM'.  The incarnation wasn't about Jesus becoming "less" than God.  The incarnation was a Being who possesses the fullness of Godhood dwelling in a fully human body (John 1:1,14).



c.
The word "bodily".  Contradicts the claim that the physical body of Jesus was simply an illusion.  It condemns those who had a contempt for the body and the material world.  God not only created the material world (1:16), He (Himself, everything that makes Him-God) actually dwelled in part of it.  'Paul here disposes of the Docetic theory that Jesus had no human body as well as the Cerinthian separation between the man Jesus and the aeon Christ.   He asserts plainly the deity and the humanity of Jesus Christ in corporeal form.' (Robertson p. 491)

While Jesus was upon this earth, we find Deity and Humanity perfectly merged:  (a)  He was called both the Son of Man and the Son of God.  (b)  He had all the natural appetites of man (hunger-Matt. 4:2; thirst-John 19:28; the need for rest (John 4:6).  (c)  At the same time we find all the powers of God The power over nature-Matthew 8:26-27; over disease-Mark 2:1-12; over spiritual beings-Mark 1:34; over the material creation-Matthew 14:15-21; over the realm of death-John 11; the power to forgive sins-Matthew 9:6; the power of omniscience-John 2:24-25; omnipresence-Luke 4:30/John 3:13 (?);  an eternal nature-John 8:58.
Colossians 2:10 and in him ye are made full, who is the head of all principality and power: 


'IN HIM'-i.e. through faith and baptism (Galatians 3:26-27).


'YE'-Christians


'ARE MADE FULL'-'and in Him you have your Fulness' (Con)

Points to Note:


1.
Colossians 2:9  isn't a statement of some theoretical truth that is detached from real life.  'It is a practical truth, for Paul adds, "And in him ye are made full".  Just because the fullness of deity dwells in Christ, therefore believer, by abiding in him, receive the fullness of their spiritual life.  In him every (spiritual) want is supplied.' (Erdman p. 76)


2.
It is precisely because Christ is God, that Christ can give us everything we need to serve God acceptably.  The fullness of forgiveness, grace, truth, strength, etc...is all found in a relationship with Jesus Christ (John 1:16; Colossians 2:3).


3.
'Without him..... people must remain forever..incomplete; unable to attain the true end of their existence.' (Bruce p. 101)   'What Paul means is that in Christ they find the satisfaction of every spiritual want.  It therefore follows of itself that they do not need the angelic powers..' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 524)


4.
Carefully note:  Christians don't partake of Christ's Deity, i.e. Christians are not on the way to becoming God's of their own universe.  Even Christians still sin (1 John 1:8-10), and in heaven, we will still serve God (Revelation 22:3)


5.
Since all our spiritual needs will be met in Christ, this infers that we will remain in spiritual want, as along as we remain outside of Christ.  In Christ you find real nourishment (John 15:4,7,9).  In Christ you can reach your potential for spiritual growth (Galatians 5:22-23).


6.
I like what Cogdill said concerning the word "fulness":  
'In the letter to the Colossian church, Paul emphasizes the fundamental truth that "Christ is the fulness of God".  In the Ephesian letter, he defines "the church as the fulness of Christ" (1:22-23).  These two expressions are comparable.  Christ, as the "fulness of God", means that in Christ all that God means to a human soul and all that His grace has provided for our redemption can be found and only in Christ (Eph. 1:3).  The church, as the "fulness of Christ", means that all which Christ can mean to a human soul can be enjoyed in His body which is the church, and in it only.  It further means that all of the provisions of God's grace through Jesus Christ can be enjoyed only in the church.' 


'WHO IS THE HEAD OF ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER'-'who is the authority over all authorities, and the supreme power over all powers' (Phi). (Colossians 1:16; Eph. 1:20-23; Matthew 28:18)

Points to Note:


1.
Thus we see the folly in looking at angels as guardians and saviours...'Why rely upon the courtiers, when access may be had at once to the King?' (Eadie p. 145) (Hebrews 1:14)


2.
This also reveals the folly of courting or seeking to worship such powers in the spiritual realm.  Worship Christ!  Serve Jesus!  For He is the 'Head' of 'all' such powers.


3.
Again note that Jesus is presently the Head.  True Christianity teaches a Jesus ruling as the supreme Head following His resurrection (Acts 2:30-31).

THE TRUE CIRCUMCISION:
'If they were complete in Christ, they had no need to go beyond Christ, and to resort to any ceremonies imposed upon them by the Judaizers...' (Eadie p. 145)

From 2:11-13 it appears that the Colossians faced pressure from teachers who argued that Gentile Christians needed to be circumcised to be "real" Christians (Acts 15:1,5).  Paul argues, that anyone "in Christ", has already undergone a superior type of circumcision, in contrast to the one the false teachers were advocating.

Colossians 2:11 in whom ye were also circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ; 


'IN WHOM'-in Christ.


'YE WERE ALSO CIRCUMCISED WITH A CIRCUMCISION NOT MADE WITH HANDS'-'not by a bodily operation' (Tay).

Points to Note:


1.
The phrase "not made with hands", infers that physical circumcision has ceased to be a requirement of God in the New Covenant (Galatians 2:1-4).


2.
This also infers that the chosen status of the nation of Israel has ceased. (Genesis 17:10)


3.
Even the O.T. had taught a circumcision of the heart (Lev. 26:41; Eze. 44:7,9; Deut. 30:6).


4.
So Paul is telling these Christians from a Gentile background, 'Don't let anyone intimidate you into thinking that you're not "real" Christians.  You have undergone a greater circumcision than any of these false teachers, who are merely physically circumcised.'  'They have undergone a minor operation, you have a changed life!'


'IN THE PUTTING OFF OF THE BODY OF THE FLESH'-Note the contrast:  The circumcision advocated and practiced by the false teachers was a minor operation.  The circumcision experienced by these Christians was the removal and cutting away of their former evil habits and attitudes, i.e. getting rid of the old man (Romans 6:6; Galatians 5:24).  


'THE BODY OF THE FLESH'-(Romans 6:6).  This doesn't refer merely to our physical bodies, for we remain in the body even after we become Christians.  But repentance and baptism liberates the Christian from a mind set on physical things (Romans 8:5-8)  It liberates the Christian from a body controlled by physical desires and the old way of looking at things (Romans 6:12-13,16).


'IN THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST'-'Specifying genitive, the kind of circumcision that belongs to Christ, that of the heart.' (Robertson p. 492)

Points to Note:


1.
Eadie makes a good point when he says, 'The mark in the foreskin was the token of being a Jew, but the off-thrown body of the flesh (i.e. the old life) was the index of one's being a Christian.' (p. 147)


2.
Christ demands real change of those who claim to be His people (Romans 2:28-29).  The circumcision taught by Christ is an inward, real and complete removal of the old life.
Colossians 2:12 having been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 


'HAVING BEEN'-In the previous verse (2:11), he said 'you were'.  He now reminds them when this circumcision took place.


'BURIED WITH HIM IN BAPTISM'-Romans 6:3-5.  This also reveals something about who I can baptize.  I can't baptize someone who refuses to die to sin.  A burial infers a dead body.


'BAPTISM'-908. baptisma {bap'-tis-mah}; from 907; immersion, baptism (technically or figuratively): -baptism.

Points to Note:


1.
Even if one doesn't know Greek and the definition of the Greek word rendered "baptism".  The phrase "buried with" would help the reader understand that baptism is an immersion.  The Bible wasn't written to confuse us, rather to enlighten us (Psalm 119:97-104).


2.
The inference is that it is in baptism that this true circumcision takes place.  The link between repentance and baptism is established elsewhere in the Scriptures (Acts 2:38).  The old man dies in baptism:  (a)  Repentance is prior to baptism, and repentance is the determination to die to the life of sin (Romans 6:2).  Repentance is the determination to put the "flesh" to death (Galatians 5:24).  (b)  Baptism enables the repentant sinner to be forgiven-i.e. it being the last condition which God has placed prior to salvation-Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16, and hence a new life can begin (Romans 6:4).

'WHEREIN'-i.e. in baptism.  The person being immersed isn't kept underneath the water.


'YE'-All the members at Colossae had been baptized.  As one writer pointed out, the phrase 'un-baptized Christian' was unknown to Jesus and the apostles (1 Cor. 12:13).  Rejecting baptism was a sign that one had rejected the gospel message (Acts 2:41).


'WERE ALSO RAISED WITH HIM'-

Points to Note:


1.
Becoming a Christian is much more than just a resolve to quit the old life.  It is also a resolve to live a new life in harmony with the will of God.  It is the determination to use all our resources (once used in sin), to further God's cause (Romans 6:16).


2.
I don't understand those who claim that baptism is unnecessary or that one is saved prior to being baptized.  These passages and others (Romans 6:1-5), reveal that being baptized is to totally identify yourself with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

3.
Why wouldn't someone who professes to love Jesus, want to be "with Him"?  To share in His death and resurrection?


4.
If you are "raised with Him", then it is inferred that you have "new life", i.e. you are forgiven.  Therefore baptism is essential to salvation, for baptism stands between the repentant sinner and new life (Romans 6:4-5).


5.
Barclay almost gets it right when he says, 'Baptism in the time of Paul was three things.  It was adult baptism; it was instructed baptism; and, wherever possible (wrong-and every time it was practiced), it was baptism by total immersion..' (p. 140)  See, the truth isn't that hard to understand.

'THROUGH FAITH'-

Points to Note:


1.
Baptism isn't something contrary to "faith".  Faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17), and the Word of God commands us to be baptized (Mark 16:16).  Hence all religious groups which try to argue that baptism isn't part of "faith", are misinformed.


2.
Baptism isn't effective, unless the person being baptized is convicted that Jesus is the Son of God (Romans 10:9-10), and that Jesus commands him or her to be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38).


3.
Therefore:  (a)  You can't be baptized for someone other than yourself.  The Mormon practice of being baptized for a dead relative is not only vain, it is a mockery of God's plan of salvation.  (b)  Infant baptism is also invalid.  For a baby can't believe.  In addition, a baby has no sins to be forgiven of.


4.
The refusal to be baptized, is an act of unbelief.  Those who claim that baptism isn't essential to salvation are not merely guilty of misinterpretation, they are guilty of being unbelievers.

'IN THE WORKING OF GOD, WHO RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD'-


'IN THE WORKING'-'your faith in God's working' (Vincent p. 489)

Points to Note:


1.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ convinces me that God can indeed forgive my sins.  For if the power of God could liberate Jesus from the power of death, then certainly the same power can raise me from a condition of being dead in sin (Eph. 2:1-8).  And taking the final step of being baptized is the proof that I really believe that God can forgive me of all my transgressions.


2.
Baptism isn't a "work" of human merit, for man didn't invent it.  Neither is baptism an attempt to earn salvation.  Baptism is an act of faith that demonstrates one believes that God does all the work in baptism.

3.
Faith and baptism are inherently linked together in Scripture (Mark 16:16; Luke 7:29-30).


4.
I get very frustrated when religious people claim that baptism is a "work of human merit, an attempt to earn salvation".  And then I look at what the denominational world has put in the place of baptism:  (a)  Mere mental assent-which never saved anyone (John 12:42-43; James 2:24).  (b)  The mourners bench-praying through.  Praying didn't save Paul or Cornelius.  And praying through is a whole lot more "work" than simply allowing oneself to be baptized.  (c)  Praying for the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, even when actually possessed, didn't save the household of Cornelius (Acts 10:47).  And if you want to talk about "work", just watch the "work" that people put into praying for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, {I say}, did he make alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses; 


'BEING DEAD THROUGH YOUR TRESPASSES'-Their former condition before they were baptized (Acts 22:16).  (Ephesians 2:1-3)


'YOUR TRESPASSES'-Carefully note that only your own sins separate you from God (Isaiah 59:1-2).  One isn't born in sin, sin isn't something that is inherited (Ezekiel 18:20).  God forbid such a terrible doctrine.  I was just thinking, if children are born in sin, lost and hell bound, then the choice to have such children would have to be a sin also.  The choice to bring another soul into the world, the chances being that it is predestined for hell (and hence deprived from any hope of salvation), would be the most unloving action that one could perform.

Point to Note:


In passing we shouldn't lose sight of the fact that among the terms that God uses for sin, He calls "sin" a trespass.  This infers that "sin" is something that human beings do not have a right to engage in.  Something that the Bible calls a "sin" can never be labeled as "a right".  

'AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION OF YOUR FLESH'-(Ephesians 2:11).  The phrase here probably means physically uncircumcised, i.e. 'Yes, the apostle insists, this is what has happened to you.  You were spiritually and morally dead in your earlier pagan days.' (Bruce p. 108)  'The apostle adopts the expression, but refers it to the pre-Christian life of his readers..when their Gentile uncircumcision was a true type of their moral condition (Ephesians 2:1-3,11)


Carefully note that being uncircumcised didn't mean that a person was dead in sin (Romans 2:13-15; 24-27).  But the Colossians had lived like your typical uncircumcised man, i.e. your typical pagan.  'they were both heathen and godless' (O'Brien p. 123)


'YOU'-Even you godless heathens!

Point to Note:


In this section of Scripture we must remember that the main thrust is that Christ is all one needs for salvation.  If Christ can take godless uncircumcised men, and cause them to be forgiven -apart from any need to be physically circumcised, then surely, Christ is all we need!

***NOW NOTE:  INVOLVED IN CHRIST BEING ALL YOU NEED--PAUL HAS TALKED ABOUT FAITH AND BAPTISM.  THEREFORE, BAPTISM CAN NEVER BE VIEWED AS AN "ADDITION" TO FAITH OR THE SALVATION THAT CHRIST HAS PROVIDED.  IT ISN'T AN ADDITION, IT IS AN INHERENT PART OF GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION.

Paul is reminding these Christians of their past and their conversion.  They had become Christians without any need of circumcision, without the Law of Moses, without worshipping or appeasing angels and without any ascetic requirements!  So why turn to such things now?  He is telling them, 'Remember what really saved you in the first place.   None of these other things had anything to do with your salvation.'

But again note.  None of the Colossians had become Christians without being baptized!  Paul never argues that 'Christ is all you need, therefore, you don't have to be baptized.'


'DID HE'-God the Father (2:12).


'MAKE ALIVE'-In the context this "make alive" demands a release from all their former trespasses, i.e. "making alive" equals the forgiveness of sins.  For their own trespasses had resulted in their own spiritual death.


'TOGETHER WITH HIM'-In the context this expression is linked with baptism (2:12 'buried with him...ye were also raised with him..')


'HAVING FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES'-

Points to Note:


1.
The forgiveness offered by Christ, the forgiveness available when we are united with Him in baptism, is a total forgiveness "all our trespasses".  A total and complete removal of sin, without any need for physical circumcision.


2.
In the text, forgiveness of sin doesn't happen unless one is first "make alive together with Him", i.e baptism stands between one and the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).  Therefore, baptism is the line between being lost or saved (Mark 16:16).


3.
The apostles didn't place "new life" prior to baptism (Romans 6:1-5).

4.
Since the blood of Christ and the grace of God is actually what makes forgiveness a reality, faith and baptism must put one into contact with the grace of God (Ephesians 2:5-8).

'US'-In saying "us" instead of "you", Paul includes all believers of Jewish ancestry.  Jews needed this salvation just as much as Gentiles.

'Partially parallel to Eph. 2:15.  Apparently Paul now passes to the historic fact which supplied the ground for the forgiveness.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 527)

Colossians 2:14 having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to the cross; 


'HAVING'-The same type of past-tense language is used in 2:12 and 2:13.


'BLOTTED OUT'-1813. exaleipho {ex-al-i'-fo}; from 1537 and 218; to smear out, i.e. obliterate (erase tears, figuratively, pardon sin): -blot out, wipe away.


-'the preposition also carries the sense of removal; hence to smear out; to wipe away...to besmear..completely.' (Vincent p. 490)  'To rub out, wipe off, erase...Often manuscripts were rubbed or scrapped and written over again..' (Robertson p. 494)


'This verb signifies to smear, or plaster over, and then it is used to denote the act by which a law or deed of obligation is cancelled.' (Eadie p. 158)


'THE BOND'-5498. cheirographon {khi-rog'-raf-on}; neuter of a compound of 5495 and 1125; something hand-written ("chirograph"), i.e. a manuscript (specifically, a legal document or bond [figuratively]): -handwriting.


'WRITTEN IN ORDINANCES'-'the bond that consisted of ordinances' (TCNT); 'canceled the note that stood against us, with its requirements.' (Wms)  'binding statues or legal demands' (O'Brien p. 125)  


'WHICH WAS CONTRARY TO US'-5227. hupenantios {hoop-en-an-tee'-os}; from 5259 and 1727; under (covertly) contrary to, i.e. opposed or (as noun) an opponent: -adversary, against.

Points to Note:


1.
It seems clear that the "bond written in ordinances" is a reference to the Law of Moses.  Compare the wording of Colossians 2:14 with Ephesians 2:15.


2.
Many writers point out that the would "bond" , 'denotes a "document", especially a "note of indebtedness" written in one's own hand as a proof of obligation' (O'Brien p. 124)  And the same writer notes, 'Like an IOU it (the Law of Moses) contained penalty clauses...The Jews had contracted to obey the law, and in their case the penalty for breach of this contract meant death (Deut. 27:14-26; 30:15-20).  Paul assumes that the Gentiles were committed, through their consciences, to a similar obligation..(cf. Romans 2:14-15)...Since the obligation had not been discharged by either group the "bond" remained against us.' (p. 125)


3.
The Law of Moses was hostile to us in the sense:  (a)  It demanded flawless law-keeping (Galatians 3:10-13).  (b)  But man can't deliver perfect law-keeping (Romans 7; Acts 15:10) (c)  It provided the promise of a Saviour, but not the Saviour Himself (Gal. 3:19-24).  (d)  The atonement system found in the Law couldn't forgive sin (Hebrews 10:1-4; Acts 13:38-39)

4.
And carefully note, what made the Law of Moses contrary to men and women, was their failures to obey it.  Paul makes it perfectly clear that the Law itself was 'holy..righteous, and good' (Romans 7:12).  

5.
Why then would anyone want to be under the Law of Moses?  When denominations try to pick something out the Law of Moses (i.e. the Sabbath Day, tithing, an official priesthood, food laws, etc..) to find acceptance with God today, they are automatically placing themselves under a Law that demands flawlessness, i.e. they have excluded themselves from grace (Galatians 5:1-4), and have placed themselves under a curse (3:10-13).  

'AND HE HATH TAKEN IT OUT OF THE WAY'-Which means the same thing as "having blotted out" (2:14).  'The perfect tense emphasizes the permanence of the removal of the bond which has been paid and cancelled and cannot be presented again.' (Robertson p. 494)


'NAILING IT TO THE CROSS'-

Points to Note:


1.
This defines "when" the Law of Moses was removed as a binding law upon mankind.   Other verses teach the same truth (Eph. 2:14-15; Hebrews 9:14-17; Galatians 3:24).  Thus the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ signaled the end of the First Covenant and the beginning of the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34=Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38).


2.
Contrary to the claims of some.  Jesus didn't merely remove "part" of the Law of Moses or merely the ceremonial aspects of the Law.  But the whole law, including the Ten Commandments (Hebrews 8:6-9:4).


3.
The death of Jesus not only made forgiveness possible, it liberated us from a law that couldn't deliver forgiveness.  It enabled to live under a Covenant in which less than perfect people can be saved (1 John 1:8-10).  

4.
'God annulled the law when his Son satisfied its demand of perfect obedience, bore its curse (Galatians 3:10-13), and fulfilled its shadows, its types and ceremonies.  It was nailed to the cross with Jesus.  It died when he died.' (Hendriksen p. 121)

5.
Thus we have two thoughts presented in the above verses:  (a)  The removal of our own sins.  (b)  And the removal of a Law system that demanded flawlessness.


6.
And let us always remember, that "law" still exists for the Christian, i.e. the law of Christ (James 1:25).  Sin still exists and things are still wrong (1 Cor. 6:9; Galatians 5:21ff).  But for the Christian, true forgiveness is available upon sincere repentance (1 John 1:8-10; Matthew 18:15; Luke 17:3-4)


7.
Let us remember that all this information is being given to make the point that Jesus Christ provides everything the Christian needs for salvation.  I don't need Jesus and the Law of Moses, in fact, I needed Jesus to release me from the Law, for the Law was contrary to me!
Colossians 2:15 having despoiled the principalities and the powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 


'HAVING'-Here we are given another angle on the ramifications of the death of Christ.


'DESPOILED'-554. apekduomai {ap-ek-doo'-om-ahee}; middle voice from 575 and 1562; to divest wholly oneself, or (for oneself) despoil: -put off, spoil.


-'which means literally to cast off anything, such as clothing..the diction of the verse is that of avowed and open warfare, and the participle..must have the sense of spoiling' conquering, and then making the vanquished a spoil, as is done when a fallen foe is strip of his armour.' (Eadie p. 167)


'THE PRINCIPALITIES AND THE POWERS'-

Points to Note:


1.
Various views exist on the above expression:  Some say that when Jesus rose from the dead, it was seen how vain were the efforts of the Jewish magistrates against Him.  Thus, this view says that the principalities and powers are human authorities.


2.
Rather I think Paul is referring to hostile evil forces in the spiritual realm (Eph. 6:12).  


'HE MADE A SHOW OF THEM OPENLY'-'He made of them an open example.  Celebrating a triumph over them thereby' (Rhm); 'and held them up to open contempt, when he celebrated his triumph over them on the cross!' (TCNT); 'he exposed them, shattered, empty and defeated, in his final glorious triumphant act!' (Phi)


-'The allusion is plainly to the triumph which is celebrated after a battle.' (Eadie p. 168)


'TRIUMPHING OVER THEM IN IT'-i.e. in His death upon the cross.

Points to Note:


1.
Thus in this section of Scripture we find three ramifications of the death of Christ:  (a)  The forgiveness of sins, new life.  (b)  Removal of the Law of Moses.  (c)  Crushing defeat to all the evil forces in the spiritual realm, from which they will never recover (Revelation 20:10; Matthew 25:41; Genesis 3:15).


2.
'The death of Christ was not only a pardon; it also manifested triumph.  It not only canceled a debt; it was a glorious triumph...Why, then, fear the spiritual powers or the angelic beings before whom the false teachers bowed in worship?  Why submit to Jewish rites and ceremonies?  Christ alone is the Savior...He meets our every need.' (Erdman p. 78)


3.
Here we see the supreme power of Jesus Christ.  He is more powerful than sin, greater than the Law of Moses and stronger than all the spiritual hosts!


4.
Since the Law of Moses was mediated through angels (Hebrews 2:2); and Jesus removed that Law, it could be that Paul is also saying that Jesus is greater than all the angels.  Thus angels are not be worshipped or superstitiously regarded (2:18).


5.
Some suggest that the false teachers were trying to intimidate the Colossians by arguing that the angels would visit them in vengeance, if the Colossians didn't observe the Law which was delivered through them.


6.
Hendriksen makes a good point when he says, 'You need not be afraid of these hosts of evil, for in principle the battle has already been won...Did he not rescue us out of the domain of darkness? (1:13).  Is not his Son the head of every principality and authority? (2:10)...Remember, therefore, that, by means of that same Son, God stripped these principalities and authorities of their power.  He utterly disarmed them.  Did not Christ triumph over them in the desert of temptation? (Matt. 4:1-11).  Did he not bind the strong man?  (Matt. 12:29), casting out demons again and again to prove it?  Did he not see Satan fallen as lightening from heaven?  (Luke 10:18)  When the devil and his hosts asserted themselves from Gethsemane to Golgotha (Luke 22:3,53; Ps. 22:12,16), did not Christ by his vicarious death deprive Satan of even a semblance of legal ground on which to base his accusations?' (pp. 122-123)
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