
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANSPRIVATE 


CHAPTER 3:1-7

OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY-MARK DUNAGAN

I.
OUTLINE OF CHAPTER 3:1-7:

I.
Moral Ramifications Of Dying With Christ:  3:1-7



A.
A New Master:  3:1



B.
A New Focus:  3:2



C.
A New Purpose In Life:  3:3-4



D.
No Room Left For The Old Life:  3:5-7
II.
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:

'The Colossians are reminded that they not only died with Christ; they were raised from the dead with him too--as indeed they have already been told (2:12)....Since his people share his risen life, their interests are now centered in him; his interests, in fact, have become theirs.  They must therefore pursue those things which belong to the heavenly realm where he reigns; their mind, their attitude, their ambition, their whole outlook must be characterized by their living bond with the ascended Christ...Their life is bound up with his.' (Bruce p. 131)


Many would say that this chapter begins the practical aspects of the Colossian letter.  But in Chapter 2 we have already been given many practical doctrinal ramifications of the new life (2:16-23).  In the third chapter, we find:  (a)  Moral ramifications of the New life (3:5-7).  (b)  Relational ramifications (3:9,12-14; 18-4:1).  (c)  And what one might call more personal ramifications (3:14-17).

I like what Barclay said about Paul and the same would apply to God's wisdom, since God is the real author of this letter:  'Here this letter makes the change that Paul's letters always make; after theology comes ethical demand...always at the end of his letters he turns to the practical consequences of it all.  He always ends with an uncompromising and crystal clear statement of the ethical demands of Christianity..' (pp. 149-150)

III.
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER 3:1-7:
Colossians 3:1 If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. 


'IF THEN'-The 'if' doesn't express any doubt (2:20).  Rather is expresses a premise upon which a conclusion is to be based.


'YE WERE RAISED TOGETHER WITH CHRIST'-An obvious reference to baptism (2:12-13).

Points to Note:


1.
Again, let it be noted that every member in Colossae had been baptized.  In the New Testament we don't find a class of people known as "un-baptized Christians".  Baptism is the line between Christian and non-Christian, lost and saved (Mark 16:16).


2.
Another argument for the essential nature of being baptized, is that baptism is likened to a death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5).  Obviously, if one hasn't been resurrected in baptism ("raised with Him"), then one is still dead in sin.  For it isn't until one is baptized that the Bible says that one is "raised up with Him".  (See Ephesians 2:1-6).


'SEEK'-2212. zeteo {dzay-teh'-o}; of uncertain affinity; to seek (literally or figuratively); specially, (by Hebraism) to worship (God), or (in a bad sense) to plot (against life): -be (go) about, desire, endeavour, enquire (for), require, (X will) seek (after, for, means). Compare 4441.


-'keep on seeking' (Wms); 'Then aspire to the realm above' (NEB).


'THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE'-Matthew 6:19-20

Points to Note:


1.
Everyone "seeks" something, i.e. everyone is expending energy, time and effort in "seeking" (Romans 10:3; 1 Corinthians 1:22; Acts 17:21; Matthew 6:32 'For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek..').


2.
Thus the requirement that the Christian expend energy, time and effort in their relationship with God isn't unreasonable, for even sinners willingly offer such to the Devil.


3.
The false teachers (2:8,16-23) were doing their own diligent seeking, unfortunately, in the wrong things.


4.
Carefully note the difference between God's cure and the cure offered by the false teachers:  (a)  The false teachers said, 'Master the body, by treating it in a severe manner' (2:20-23).  (b)  God says, 'Master the flesh, by rising above it, master the body, by first mastering the mind, the thoughts and the heart.'


5.
This seeking the things above is a very practical endeavor, it isn't the attempt for some out-of-the-body experience.  Rather, in the context the "things above" would include working on the godly virtues which God commands us to put on (3:12-17).

'WHERE CHRIST IS'-

Points to Note:


1.
The Jehovah Witnesses claim that the vast majority of the saved, will spend eternity upon the earth.  But if that is the case, then most Christians will never be "with" Christ, for they won't be in heaven.  Obviously, something is wrong with that doctrine.  Christians, all Christians, are always exhorted to fix their minds on heavenly things, for that is the hope and goal promised to every child of God (Matthew 6:19-20; Phil. 1:21-23; 3:20; 1 Peter 1:4).


2.
This verse should really make us think, especially those impressed with earthly heros.  Why worship somebody that has risen to no higher plane than yourself?  Even the greatest athlete is still bound to this earth!

3.
And O'Brien correctly notes, 'Paul is not indicating an interest in some cosmic geography, nor is he encouraging the pursuit of "that which is above" for its own sake.' (p. 161)

'SEATED ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD'-

Points to Note:


1.
Which gives us the assurance that His sacrifice did effectively atone for sin.  Would He be seated at the right hand of the Father, the most preeminent position possible, if He had failed?


2.
'"Seated" is placed with emphasis at the end of its clause, indicating the completeness of the Saviour's work and the dignity of his position.' (P.P. Comm. p. 148)  (Ephesians 1:20-22; Heb. 1:3; 10:12-13; Revelation 3:21).


3.
'These facts supply the motive...Our home with Him is not simply in the region of the things above, but in the highest position there, at God's right hand.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 537)

4.
And if Christ is seated at the right hand of God, then certain truths need to be appreciated:  (a)  Christ is reigning as King!  He is ruling in the midst of His enemies (Psalm 110:1-4).  He is seated on David's throne (which always was God's throne) (Acts 2:30-31).  Thus the premillennial claim that Christ isn't presently reigning, is false.  (b)  Christ also then has all authority (Matthew 28:18).  And if that is the case, then nothing, in this world or the next can prevent our access through Him to the Father (except our own refusal).  (c)  Thus, we don't need any angels, spiritual beings, or deceased "saints" to show us the way.
Colossians 3:2 Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth. 


'SET'-5426. phroneo {fron-eh'-o}; from 5424; to exercise the mind, i.e. entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; by implication, to be (mentally) disposed (more or less earnestly in a certain direction); intensively, to interest oneself in (with concern or obedience): -set the affection on, (be) care(-ful), (be like-, + be of one, + be of the same, + let this) mind(-ed), regard, savour, think.



-'lit., be minded, think.."Seek" marks the practical striving; set your mind, the inward impulse and disposition..."You must no only seek heaven, you must think heaven" (Lightfoot).' (Vincent p. 591)



-As one preacher said, 'Your attitude will determine your altitude.'



-'It embraces, as Meyer says, "the whole practical bent of thought and disposition.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 537)


'YOUR MIND'-For, you can only control your own thoughts.  'Practice occupying your minds with' (Wms); 'Give your heart to' (Phi); 'let your thoughts dwell on' (NEB).

Points to Note:


1.
What a great truth!  God believes that people, even people engaged in a previous life of sin, can learn to control their thoughts and change their whole mental outlook.  Carefully note, that God is making these demands on former sinners, people who were formerly hostile in mind to God (1:21).  People who hadn't been freed from sin for decades, but somewhat recent converts (i.e. people in Christ for some 7 years or so).   We can change how we think!  Are you tried to thinking only about yourself?  Tried of being angry?  Tried of feeling sorry for yourself?  Tried to being controlled by lust?


2.
Changing the mind, is the key to changing the life (3:5ff).  What a great insight.  The reason that we fail to change, isn't because some sin is inborn, rather, it is because for the time being, we are simply refusing to allow God to dictate to us what we should think about (Phil. 4:8).   As long as we refuse to accept what God tells us about sin, i.e. it will never make us happy, we won't be able to overcome any habitual sin.


3.
Freewill is written all over this verse, 'Set your minds'.  And everybody does!  We all freely choose what we are going to set your hearts upon.  Nobody forces us to "think" or "dwell" upon a particular thing.  And nobody forces us to "think" in a certain way, i.e. in a certain frame of mind--we make that final decision.


'ON THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE'-3:1


'NOT ON THE THINGS THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH'-

Points to Note:


1.
Carefully, note we must properly understand what Paul is saying.  Paul isn't saying that we must have a contempt for material things.  Eadie notes, 'The apostle does not urge any transcendental contempt of things below, but simply asks that the heart be not set upon them in the same way, and to the same extent, in which it is set upon things above.  The pilgrim is not to despise the comforts which he may meet with by the way.' (p. 210)  We are to appreciate the material things which God gives us (1 Tim. 4:1-4)  The same truth is taught in Matthew 6:24ff.  The things of this world are to be appreciated, but never elevated above Christ, never the primary object of our thoughts, aims and endeavors.


2.
As Robertson said, 'The Christian has to keep his feet on earth, but his head in the heavens.' (p. 500)

3.
Notice how realistic and practical the Bible is.  God realizes that we must still live in this world, even after we have become Christians.  And many of the "heavenly things" we are to dwell on, assist us in living better, here and now (3:9ff).

4.
As Erdman notes, '"Not on the things that are upon the earth", does not imply a life of dreamy and sentimental inactivity.' (p. 87)


5.
'Don't let your ambitions be earthbound, set on transitory and inferior objects.  Don't look at life and the universe from the standpoint of these lower planes; look at them from Christ's exalted standpoint.  Judge everything by the standards of that new creation to which you now belong...' (Bruce p. 134)


6.
Notice how God elevates the child of God.  Christian, you have been risen with Christ.  Human traditions and philosophy are an unworthy use of your time and attention (2:8).  So are humanly devised religious practices and theories (2:18-23).  And so is preoccupation with the material and physical things of life--that's the way pagans live (Matthew 6:32).  You have been raised to a new life, and a new perspective.  Use your mind to dwell on eternal truths and the really important things, dwell on reality!
Colossians 3:3 For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 


'FOR'-Again emphasizing the reason for this new mental perspective.


'YE DIED'-3:1


'YOUR LIFE IS HID WITH CHRIST'-

Points to Note:


1.
Other passages touch on the same thought (Galatians 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:14-15).


2.
I like how Bruce explains this expression, 'What, then are the practical implications of being raised with Christ?  In the first place, believers have now no private life of their own.  Their life is the life of Christ...Their interests must therefore be his interests..' (p. 134)


3.
The word "hid" is an interesting term in this verse:  (a)  Clearly, the people in Colossae would see that these Christians had changed.  In addition, Jesus calls upon Christians to demonstrate to others their new life (Matthew 5:14-16).  So, Paul isn't saying that they are "hide" this new life.  And neither is he saying that nobody ever knows who is a Christian and who isn't.  (b)  To me Paul is saying that when you became a Christian, you completely handed over your whole life to God, self was completely given up (Matthew 16:24; Galatians 5:24).  In that sense your life was "hid", Christ and His will is now the predominant consideration in your life (2 Cor. 5:9).  Paul's statement in Galatians 2:20, 'it is no longer I who live', seems equivalent to the statement 'your life is hidden with Christ.'


'IN GOD'-If you have fellowship with Christ, if you belong to Him, then obviously you belong to God.  Notice, one cannot be fellowshipped and one cannot be rejected with rejecting the other (2 John 9).   'to emphasize the fact of the union of Christ with God, or perhaps to deepen the reader's sense of the sacredness of this life in Christ.' (P.P. Comm. p. 148)

Point to Note:


Unfortunately, some Calvinists have taken the above beautiful expression and tried to twist into meaning that the Christian has eternal security, i.e. once saved, always saved.  But other clear statements, in this very letter, contradict such an idea (1:23; 2:19; 3:25).
Colossians 3:4 When Christ, {who is} our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also with him be manifested in glory. 


'WHO IS OUR LIFE'-

Points to Note:


1.
Unfortunately, at times Christians will say that something else 'is their life'.  We say things like, 'Music is his life...Sports are his life..He lives for his work.'  Barclay says, 'Such a man finds life and all that is means in music, in sport, in work, ...For the Christian, Christ is his life.' (p. 149)


2.
Christ is our life:  (a)  He delivered us from eternal destruction--Without Christ, each one of us would live knowing that we are simply one breath anyway from eternal damnation at any moment.  (b)  He gave real meaning and purpose to our lives.  He delivered us from the mundane, or living on the level of animals (Matt. 6:32).  (c)  With Him we have eternal life.  (d)  He has given us hope, no matter how bad the physical circumstances may be (Romans 8:18).  (e)  He has taught us how to treat others, and put new life in our relationships (Matt. 7:12).  (f)  He has shown us that "life" is much more than simply working, eating, sleeping, etc...


3.
Before Christ came along--we were simply "existing".  Now we have "life".


4.
Now think about it.  If Christ is my life, than I need to:  (a)  Be completely sold on His cause.  (b)  Eat, breathe and sleep His will.  (c)  Be constantly preoccupied with Him and His cause.  (d)  Be eager to do something for Him today.  (e)  Can't wait to worship Him and be with other Christians.  Brethren, listen up, obviously if something is "your life", then you make every effort to get as much of it as possible.  (f)  Study His will with great enthusiasm--talk to others about Him constantly (Acts 17:17).  (g)  Proclaim His message with great confidence and without embarrassment or apology (2 Tim. 4:2).  (h)  Putting tremendous amounts of time and energy into serving Him.

'SHALL BE MANIFESTED'-'is revealed' (NASV).  i.e. at His second coming (1 John 2:28; 3:2).


'THEN SHALL YE ALSO WITH HIM BE MANIFESTED IN GLORY'-'The followers of Christ shall surround Him in triumph, a dense and glorious retinue.' (Eadie p. 215)


'IN GLORY'-When Christ comes Christians shall be immediately changed, their physical bodies will be transformed into glorious heavenly bodies (Romans 8:17; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 3:1)

Points to Note:


1.
The Christian greatly gains by giving over their life to Christ.  Carefully note, that when the Christian gives up "self", they give up something very small, very unimportant in the long run.  In giving up "self", we gain "life" and we will eventually gain eternal glory (Matthew 16:24-25).


2.
To the world, and sadly, even some members of the Church, the selfless Christian is viewed as missing out, a weakling and the accusation often made, 'Nobody can be happy living like that.'  But the true reality of such a life will be completely revealed and manifested at the end of time--such a life is glorious, such a life was well lived, such a life pleased God.  God has already revealed to us that selfishness even leads to present misery (Titus 3:3).


3.
Note that Paul doesn't set a date for this coming.  Neither does he give us, what many men say will surround this event, i.e. impending signs.  (1 Thess. 5:1-3)

MORAL/ETHICAL APPLICATIONS:

In view of our glorious future (3:4).  And the fact that we died with Christ to the old way of living and thinking, we cannot allow anything to draw us back into bondage.  We have gained too much to squander it away.  Not only are to we reject the bondage caused by doctrinal error (2:16ff); but we are to reject the bondage caused by the works of the flesh.

Bruce notes, 'But Paul emphasizes the logical connection between theology and practice.  He does not inculcate Christian doctrine simply in order that his readers may have a firm intellectual grasp of it; he insists that it must find expression in Christian living.' (Bruce p. 138)

Colossians 3:5 Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry; 


'PUT TO DEATH'-'to treat as dead' (Robertson p. 501)  'The aorist implies a single decisive act.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 537)

Points to Note:


1.
Habitual and chronic sins can be stopped!  Even highly addictive habits can be ceased--for good (1 Cor. 6:9-11).


2.
Such phrases and words as "put to death", "crucify the flesh" (Gal. 5:24); "repentance" (Acts 2:38); and "put off the old man" (Eph. 4:22), demand the conclusion that no sin can ever be called "hereditary".  For if something is "inherently" part of us, then there is no way we could "stop it".  In fact, since God created us, we would have to accuse God of placing that moral weakness in us.  You see, any argument using the "inherent" moral flaw reasoning, must accuse God of creating beings with evil desire, i.e. God is unethical (1 John 1:5; James 1:17).


3.
Freewill is again found in this context.  The individual has the choice and the power to "put to death", cease such things (Romans 6:11-12 '..do not let').


'THEREFORE'-For people who have died with Christ, such things are all part of a shameful past, a life not worth living, a level of existence that is far below the intented purpose for men and women created in the image of God.


'YOUR MEMBERS'-Note:  Paul isn't saying, 'Kill your hand, etc..'

Bruce notes, 'What we have here is rather an extension of the ordinary sense of "members".  Since these people's bodily members had been used as instruments of sin in their former life (Romans 6:19), they are viewed here as comprehending the various kinds of sin which were committed by their means...what he really has in mind is the practices and attitudes to which his readers bodily activity and strength had been devoted in the old life..' (p. 141)

In other words Paul is saying, 'Stop using your bodily members (eyes, tongue, mind, etc..) for the following wicked activities.  Consider all of you, body and mind as dead to the following things.  'Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to..' (NASV)

Point to Note:


We need to be impressed with the idea of "dying to these things".  To me that means:  (a)  We have nothing in common with them--there is nothing in these sins which benefits us, which could even be called in our best interest.  They do nothing good for us, in any sense of the word.  They destroy our present and future happiness, they are the enemy.  (b)  There is nothing to be admired or respected about the following items (Romans 6:21).  They are shameful, selfish, abusive, foolish, unloving, unethical, they lack integrity.  They are for people who desire to live below their Divine potential.


'WHICH ARE UPON THE EARTH'-'the members of your earthly body' (NASV)


'FORNICATION'-4202. porneia {por-ni'-ah}; from 4203; harlotry (including adultery and incest); figuratively, idolatry: -fornication.



-The generic word that covers all unlawful sexual relationships.

Points to Note:


1.
Carefully note that Paul doesn't lapse into the error of severe bodily self-denial.  The abuse of sex is condemned, but not the wholesome sexual desire built into us by God and which is given it's proper outlet in marriage (1 Cor. 7:1-5).


2.
The Biblical writers often condemned fornication (1 Cor. 6:9; Gal. 5:19; etc..).  Not because they had any sexual hangups, but because the world had such a preoccupation with it.


3.
In such verses the idea that the moral standards of the Bible were for that culture, falls completely on its face.  For that culture didn't have a problem with fornication, i.e. they accepted it as normal.  Barclay notes, 'In the ancient world sexual relationships before marriage and outside marriage were the normal and accepted practice.' (p. 150)  Thus, the attitude which says, 'It's accepted by Society at large, therefore, it isn't a sin anymore'; is not only terrible logic, it's just plain unbiblical.


4.
It is interesting to note that the primary meaning of the word "fornication" is to "traffic with harlots" (Bruce p. 143).  The very origin of the word teaches us a number of lessons:  (a)  Sex outside of marriage is never motivated by true love.  It is always a selfish thing, it is self-gratification.  (b)  In such sinful relationships, someone is being treated as an object to be used.  (c)  Healthy respect for the other person cannot be achieved in such situations.  (d)  "Free-love" is a myth.  For you are always "trading" something for fornication.  Fornication is all about bartering-trading in your self-respect, trading companionship for sex, etc...In such relationships, you always have to give something up, it's never free.

'UNCLEANNESS'-167. akatharsia {ak-ath-ar-see'-ah}; from 169; impurity (the quality), physically or morally: -uncleanness.



-'impurity' (Wms); 'dirty-mindedness' (Phi); 'moral uncleanness...it points to..the behavior of the man whose actions are determined by his commitment to his..lusts.' (O'Brien p. 182)

Point to Note:


The sin known as "uncleanness" may just condemn more people, even than fornication.  For "uncleanness" would apply to the Christian to ceases to fornicate, but still secretly desires to do so.  The person who has cleaned up their life, but has never cleaned up their mind.  The person who doesn't have a pure heart (Matthew 5:8).  The Christian male who still views women as objects.  The person who refuses to give up their sinful fantasy life.  Obviously then:  (a)  The person involved in pornography is guilty of uncleanness.  (b)  The person who still enjoys a good dirty joke or a joke with a double meaning.  (c)  The person who enjoys some "spice" in a Movie, book or T.V. show.  Barclay says, 'it is the quality of that which is soiled and dirty.  There is a kind of mind which is itself soiled and which soils everything which passes through it.  It can reduce the finest action to a mean motive, and it can defile the purest things with a smutty jest.' (p. 30)

'PASSION'-3806. pathos {path'-os}; from the alternate of 3958; properly, suffering ("pathos"), i.e. (subjectively) a passion (especially concupiscence): -(inordinate) affection, lust.



-'uncontrolled passion' (Phi); 'lust' (NEB).  'When it appears in this kind of context it denotes "dishonorable passions" (Romans 1:26).' (Bruce p. 143)  Clearly, God wants us to be "passionate" in a good sense (i.e. zealous for truth) (1 Cor. 15:58; 1 Peter 1:22).


'EVIL DESIRE'-'unholy desire' (Wey)  'There is a kind of person who is the slave of his passions..and who is driven by the desire for the wrong things.' (Barclay p. 151)

Point to Note:


God gets down to the "root" cause.  Not only is fornication wrong, but the inward evil desires that fuel it are also condemned (Matthew 5:28).  God isn't satisfied with merely a new acting person, for that is the level of morality often practiced even by non-Christians (Matthew 5:20).  God desires the total commitment of the whole person to His cause--including our desires and passions.  God demands a new thinking man.  God demands the man or woman with a clean heart, a good honest heart (Luke 8:15).  People filled with evil thoughts won't make it.

'COVETOUSNESS'-4124. pleonexia {pleh-on-ex-ee'-ah}; from 4123; avarice, i.e. (by implication) fraudulency, extortion: -covetous(-ness) practices, greediness.


'and all greed' (Wey).

Point to Note:


Often we connect this term purely to money.  But it applies to greed for anything, i.e. material possessions, people, pleasures, intangible things like fame, prestige, etc..(Exodus 20:17).

'WHICH IS IDOLATRY'-(Ephesians 5:5).  'Seeing it stands in the category of' (Vincent p. 502)

Points to Note:


1.
Covetousness is idolatry, because it naturally places something or someone in a place which is only to be occupied by God, i.e. the most important possession in life, a relationship with God.

2.
Gambling really doesn't have a leg to stand on:  (a)  Why would anyone risk their hard earned wages, fully knowing that the odds against winning are so great, unless they did have an unhealthy preoccupation with money.  (b)  People claim that such odds prove that they don't care if they lose their money or not--then why not give it to a good cause???  Obviously, money is very important to them.  (c)  I have looked long and hard at gambling, and personally I have been unable to get the greed motive out of such a practice.


3.
Covetousness also includes taking unfair advantage for the pursuit of profit--unethical business practices, false advertising, etc..all fall into the same category.
Colossians 3:6 for which things' sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience: 


'FOR WHICH THINGS' SAKE'-'It is on account of these very sins' (Wey); 'These are what bring down God's vengeance' (Knox).


'COMETH'-'The present tense denotes the certainty of the future event' (Vincent p. 502)  (2 Peter 3:10).


'THE WRATH OF GOD'-i.e. at the same time that faithful Christians will be glorified (3:4; 1 Thess. 4:13-5:3; John 5:28-29; 2 Thess. 1:7-9).  Carefully note that the Bible knows nothing about two separate comings of Jesus, one for Christians and then 1007 years later, one to judge the wicked.  Rather, the Bible teaches one final coming, in which all are rewarded or punished at the same time.

Points to Note:


1.
Since the text clearly says that God's wrath is coming upon, or because of such sins as these mentioned (see also Ephesians 5:6); the necessary inference is that such sins will remain sins--all the way until the end of time (Revelation 21:8; Galatians 5:19-21).  Time and culture do not change the moral standard revealed by God, and Paul wasn't merely defining truth for his own generation.


2.
Since fornication is linked inherently with God's law concerning Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage (Matthew 19:9); it is also inferred that time and culture won't change that law either.


3.
Many non-Christians and disgruntled members of the Church are under the fantasy that God's wrath is going to be directed primarily at all the Church hypocrites.  They will get it--but so will every sinner!  


4.
No, God doesn't approve of the two people living together, no matter how much they claim to 'love the Lord'.  

'UPON'-Yes, God's wrath will fall upon specific individuals.  And, it won't fall upon others (1 Thess. 1:10).  Another fantasy that people need to get rid of, is this idea that we are all wrong, i.e. nobody is doing it right.  So God is just going to chew all of us out and then save all of us.


'THE SONS OF DISOBEDIENCE'-'The expressive Hebraism by which a man is said to be a child or son of the dominant quality or influence of his life is frequent in the New Testament.' (P.P. Comm. pp. 149-150).  That is, a person characterized by disobedience.

Point to Note:


The phrase "sons of disobedience" contradicts the popular idea that a person can be involved in sin and yet still be a "good person".  Notice how God speaks.  It is irrelevant how the sinner became involved in his or her sin--i.e. poor family influence, self-pity, ignorance, deception, etc..The very fact that the sinner has remained in the sin is proof that for now they would rather disobey than obey (John 8:44).  No one is keeping the sinner in his sin--expect that man's own choice.


Of course the question is always, how does one become involved in sin--born that way or freewilled choice.  The next verse answers that question.

Colossians 3:7 wherein ye also once walked, when ye lived in these things; 


'WHEREIN'-i.e. in such sins.


'YE'-Members of this congregation.

Points to Note:


1.
God placed a high ethical demand upon people who had gone into sin--farther than others.  No allowance was made for their past (i.e. don't expect too much of me, my mind is filled with too many sinful thoughts).  God doesn't believe that any sin, any depth of sin, can destroy the "image" of God that resides in every man and woman.  If we end up as "hopeless cases" it is because we have chosen to act like hopeless cases.  God didn't view the Corinthians as hopeless (1 Cor. 6:11).


2.
Many Christians in the First Century came from a rough background (Romans 6:21; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Ephesians 2:1-3; 1 Peter 4:1-4).  Many came from just horrible upbringings (1 Peter 1:18).  And yet God expected "holiness" and purity from the formerly abused and the formerly perverted--a level of purity just like any other Christian (1 Peter 1:14-15).


'ONCE WALKED'-'Walked, referring to their practice.' (Vincent p. 502)  'and you were once addicted to them' (Wey).


'WHEN YE LIVED IN THESE THINGS'-

Points to Note:


1.
They hadn't been born in sin, rather such things had been learned by habit (Ephesians 2:1-3).  Again, let it be noted, something that is "inherent/inborn" cannot be repented of.  Being told to repent of some alleged "inherent" sin, would be like God giving a command for people to change the color of their skin, or stop their hair from growing.


2.
It is at times argued that one can't "live in sin".  But God disagrees.  Any sin can be "lived in", as long as you are practicing that sin, and as long as it remains unforgiven, you are in it.  In fact, God often applies to the sinner, the specific name of his sin (Revelation 21:8), i.e. the person who lies, is a liar-now that is living in it.  God identifies you with the sin.  Jesus also taught that committing sin, makes you its slave (John 8:34).


'IN THEM'-i.e. such things as fornication, uncleanness, etc...  Now if one can "live in fornication", they can live in any specific sexual sin, including incest, homosexuality and adultery.  For the word fornication includes ALL sexual sins.  Neither Paul or Jesus agree with those who claim that adultery is a one time act when committed by an unlawfully married couple (Romans 7:3; Matthew 5:32; 19:9).

Point to Note:


Such passages as the above infer:  (a)  God's love for the sinner won't overlook his or her sin, if they refuse to come to Jesus.  (b)  Grace isn't automatic, it has conditions.  (c)  Love and Wrath both exist in God.  (d)  When we say that God hates the sin, but loves the sinner, we must be careful to define what we mean.  God loves the sinner in that Jesus died for all men (John 3:16), and God wants all saved (2 Peter 3:10).  God loves the sinner in that God gives people, even sinners physical blessings (Luke 6:35); time to repent (2 Peter 3:9); opportunities to obey (Rev. 2:21); and stands ready to forgive upon their submission to His will.  But we must impress people with the point that God's anger is directed specifically at people when they are engaged in sin (John 3:36).  God does "hate" the person who is sinning too (Proverbs 6:16-19).  I can make myself into a person that God (even though He always stands ready to forgive upon my submission) doesn't like!





