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CHAPTER 3:8-16

OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY-MARK DUNAGAN

I.
OUTLINE OF CHAPTER 3:8-16:

I.
Seeking Things Above Means:



A.
Removing Specific Sinful Actions/Attitudes: 3:8-9



B.
Putting On The New Self:  3:10-16




1.  A Description Of The New Self:  3:10-11




2.  Specific Moral Qualities Of The New Self:       3:12-13




3.
How The New Self Acts In the Body of Christ:  3:14-16
II.
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:

Let us be impressed that "Setting your mind on the things above", isn't having your head in the clouds.  It isn't spending your time in a daydream.  Rather, a changed mind is to result in a changed life.


Also remember that God is demanding that people who were addicted to such things (3:7), to cease their practice, to remove them completely.   God doesn't buy any argument which rests upon the assumption that too much time spent in sin results automatically in a hopeless case.

III.
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER 3:8-16:

Colossians 3:8 but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth: 


'BUT NOW'-Since the wrath of God is coming to punish those involved in such things (3:6); they need to be departed from immediately.  Note:  God doesn't say, 'Maybe in a couple of years you can cease the practice.'  God expects a complete cessation of such habitual practices "now".


'DO YE ALSO'-Again, freewill is stressed, 'you do it'.


'PUT THEM ALL AWAY'-'you must rid yourselves of every kind of sin' (Wey).

Points to Note:


1.
The word rendered "put..away" means to lay aside like old clothes.  'So, he tells them, put off all those old habits, just as you would discard an outworn suit of clothes, which no longer fitted you.  And a repulsive collection of habits they are, to be sure..' (Bruce p. 145)


2.
The Biblical writers often exhort Christians to "put off" those habits and attitudes which are wrong (Romans 13:12; Eph. 4:22,25; Heb. 12:1; James 1:21; 1 Peter 2:1).


3.
And note that the same moral standard is impressed on all Christians (compare 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:1-11, etc..).  No matter where Christians lived, the same exact moral standard applied.  Again, proving that time and culture doesn't change eternal truth.


4.
The word "put off" carries some wonderful lessons:  (a)  The life of sin is like an old stinky suit.  Sin isn't "trendy", it is always out-of-date, it is like wearing high-water pants or white socks with a black suit.  (b)  Sin just doesn't fit the life of a Christian (Eph. 5:3).  And really, it doesn't fit anyone--no one was destined to live in it.  (c)  The honest person realizes that sin isn't comfortable--these things are like a shirt with a collar that is too tight--sin chokes true human potential for goodness.  Sin doesn't liberate us, it restrains us, it holds us back (Luke 8:14).  (d)  And sin is also like a fancy but very cheap set of clothes--it looks nice, but very soon the poor quality of what it is offering you is discovered.


'ALL'-Which means that one vice, is one vice too many with God.  What good news--every sin, every sinful attitude or habit can cease to be a habit-with anyone.  Habitual sin can be whipped!  In addition, here we see the wisdom of God.  God realizes that nobody can engage or hold on to just one sinful practice or attitude.  When I am engaged in sin--a number of sins are present, not just one.  Too often we think, 'Well, I just have one real problem.'  The truth is, if I am allowing a sin to dominate me, I am really allowing a number of sins into my life.  For example, anger always includes more than just anger--along with anger usually come resentment, bitterness, self-pity, evil speech, an unwillingness to forgive, etc...


'ANGER'-3709. orge {or-gay'}; from 3713; properly, desire (as a reaching forth or excitement of the mind), i.e. (by analogy,) violent passion (ire, or [justifiable] abhorrence); by implication punishment: -anger, indignation, vengeance, wrath.


'WRATH'-2372. thumos {thoo-mos'}; from 2380; passion (as if breathing hard): -fierceness, indignation, wrath. Compare 5590.

Points to Note:


1.
Barclay points out that the essential difference between the two words is, '"Thumos (wrath) is a blaze of sudden anger which is quickly kindled and just as quickly dies...Orge (anger) is anger which has become inveterate; it is long-lasting, slow-burning anger, which refuses to be pacified and nurses its wrath to keep it warm.' (p. 153)


2.
Unfortunately, even some Christians feel that one of these is less serious than the other:  (a)  Some say, 'But when I get angry, it's only for a short time'.  (b)  Others justify themselves by saying, 'Well, at least I never blow up!'  Both forms of anger are forbidden to the child of God.  God is against both types of anger because neither one serves His purposes (James 1:19-20).   Jesus pointed out that a hidden, but settled anger is just as wrong as the vocal outburst (Matthew 5:22).


3.
Barclay correctly notes, 'Many a person is well aware that he has a violent temper; and many a person claims that he cannot help it...Because he blazes and forgets he thinks that others should equally be able to forget the pain he has inflicted..' (Flesh and Spirit. p. 53)


4.
We often tend to justify ourselves by citing what we haven't done yet, 'Well, at least I haven't beaten my wife or children...at least I never throw anything.'

5.
Contrary to what the world says, sinful anger can be ceased.

'MALICE'-2549. kakia {kak-ee'-ah}; from 2556; badness, i.e. (subjectively) depravity, or (actively) malignity, or (passively) trouble: -evil, malice(-iousness), naughtiness, wickedness.



-'the attitude that wishes or does harm to another.' (Bruce p. 145).  Thus malice is the outgrowth of anger.  'the feeling which prompts a man to injure his neighbor.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 538)  'spite' (Knox).  'is settled, cruel malignity, which rejoices in evil to others.' (Erdman p. 92)

Be warned that malice usually doesn't feel like "ill-will", often it feels very good.  It feels like justified revenge.  The longer you dwell on what others have done to you, the longer you focus on personal slights and real or imaginary wrongs, the better that malice feels.  Malice needs an angry heart to survive in.


'RAILING'-988. blasphemia {blas-fay-me'-ah}; from 989; vilification (especially against God): -blasphemy, evil speaking, railing.


-'is insulting or slanderous speech in general; when that insulting speech is directed against God, it becomes blasphemy.' (Barclay p. 153)  This would include slander, false accusations.  Speech that is intended to injure.


'SHAMEFUL SPEAKING'-148. aischrologia {ahee-skhrol-og-ee'-ah}; from 150 and 3056; vile conversation: -filthy communication.



-'Railing', speech which is abusive, this word probably means speech which is obscene.  Clearly, God doesn't believe that freedom of speech covers obscenity.  Also note that God isn't as confused as some modern advocates of obscenity are.  If some people are confused over what is and what isn't obscene--the vast majority of people aren't.   And in the end, all the talk about 'we can't define obscenity', is a big dishonest smoke-screen.  Direct some profanity at a defender of obscenity--and they will know exactly what you meant!



And let it be noted, that obscenity doesn't come from pure hearts and minds!  (Matthew 15:18)  Foul-mouthed people are angry people, they are people who have a heart-problem.


'OUT OF YOUR MOUTH'-Again, God is fair.  God doesn't demand that we change the speech habits in others.  God demands that we change, what we have control over, i.e. our own speech.


Abusive and evil speech are outward signs that we are not setting our minds on things above (3:1-2).  (James 1:26).

Colossians 3:9 lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off the old man with his doings, 


'LIE NOT ONE TO ANOTHER'-'do not tell lies at one another's expense' (Knox).

Points to Note:


1.
Lying naturally follows for, 'falsehood is usually due to lack of love and is commonly an instrument of malice and hatred.' (Erdman p. 93)


2.
Notice the emphasis upon "one to another".  Falsehood and deception has no rightful place among Christians.  We claim to follow the God of truth.  If we can't even be truthful with those we claim to love, then we don't have the right to claim to be Christians.  I owe the truth to others, for God has shared His truth with me.  (Eph. 4:25)


3.
False promises, half-truths, deception, etc..are all deadly to the unity of any congregation.  

4.
People get very offended when anyone accuses them of dishonestly.  And yet God is honest.  He knows that many of us have a problem with stretching the truth, engaging in gossip and being too ready to believe some half-truth.

'SEEING THAT YE HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD MAN'-'the old self' (Knox).  (Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22-24).

Points to Note:


1.
So many commentators want to make the "old man" into the "old sinful nature".  But if the old man was inherently inborn in us, then there is no way that we could put it off.


2.
The proof is in the life.  If we are still doing these things, if we are still practicing them, then obviously we are still unwilling to part with the old life.  John states that habitual sin is proof that we are serving the devil and not God (1 John 3:6,9).

'WITH HIS DOINGS'-'your old self and its habits' (TCNT); 'the old man and all he did' (Phi).


THE NEW MAN:
Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that created him: 


'HAVE PUT ON'-

Points to Note:


1.
Christianity is much more than just "getting rid" of evil habits and attitudes.  Christianity has a very positive side.  The old self is to be discarded, not because God is against "fun", but because God has a better life, a better character for us to develop into.


2.
The phrase "put on" suggests a freewill choice.  God will not force these changes upon us.  The Holy Spirit will not overwhelm us.  This is work that we cannot contract out.  We must:  (a)  See the disgrace of the old life--we must recognize and accept that the things mentioned in 3:8-9 are marks of selfishness, immaturity, lack of character--i.e. people who act like that are real jerks!  (b)  We must love the qualities mentioned in 3:12ff.  We must want to become a new man and we must be sold on the new life.

'NEW'-3501. neos {neh'-os}; including the comparative neoteros {neh-o'-ter-os}; a primary word; "new", i.e. (of persons) youthful, or (of things) fresh; figuratively, regenerate: -new, young.

Point to Note:


The word "new" is significant.  The new self is a breath of fresh air, the new self is liberated, full of life.  The old self was in bondage.  The old self was self-destructing (Eph. 4:22).  The old self was dirty, corrupted, and a life filled with a lot of garbage!


'THAT IS BEING RENEWED'-341. anakainoo {an-ak-ahee-no'-o}; from 303 and a derivative of 2537; to renovate: -renew.

Points to Note:


1.
'is being renewed..in process of continuous renewal'. (Vincent p. 503)  (2 Corinthians 4:16)  It is the same thing as being "transformed" (Romans 12:1-2).  This process demands our cooperation, for it begins with a renewing of the way that we think.


2.
Note the contrast:  The old self is progressively getting worse (Ephesians 4:22).  The person in sin is continually getting more preoccupied with self and more enslaved to evil habits and attitudes. (2 Tim. 3:13)  But the Christian who embraces the new life, who really tries, is always getting better.  What an encouraging thought, 'I am getting stronger everyday!'

'UNTO THE KNOWLEDGE'-'to a true knowledge' (NASV).  1922. epignosis {ep-ig'-no-sis}; from 1921; recognition, i.e. (by implication) full discernment, acknowledgement: -(ac-)knowledge(-ing, -ment).



-A full, complete and accurate knowledge.


'AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM THAT CREATED HIM'-'which is being remoulded into full knowledge so as to become like Him who created it' (Wey); 'which is in the process of being made new in the likeness of its Creator' (Wms); 'so that the image of the God who created it is its pattern' (Knox).

Points to Note:


1.
One very powerful statement!  Compare with Ephesians 4:24.  The "new man", the Christian life, is the life that God intended that man would live all along.  In Jesus Christ, imperfect men and women are given the opportunity to reach the potential for good which is found in the expression 'image of God'.  We can become what God wanted us to become (Genesis 1:26-27).  We can make of ourselves what God knows we are capable of!


2.
Christianity is the ultimate human potential and self-help movement.  Nothing else can even come close:  (a)  Christ takes all of us to a state of absolute purity-when converted.  (b)  The Bible completely tears down the old life.  God wants everything wrong, habits and attitudes to be discarded. (c)  And God starts from square one, at ground level, with the most basic issues of morality and integrity.  (d)  Nothing is overlooked, nothing has been left out of this process (2 Peter 1:3-11).  God gets down to the very root causes of sin.


3.
The role model for the Christian, is God Himself.  Now-beat that!  The standard or yardstick of this renewal process, the image that we are to strive for, is the very moral nature of God Himself (Matthew 5:48; 1 Peter 1:14-15; Ephesians 5:1-2).

POSITIVE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THIS IMAGE:
Colossians 3:11 where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is all, and in all. 


'WHERE THERE CANNOT BE'-'All racial bigotry..snobbery is condemned here.' (Hendriksen p. 151)

Points to Note:


1.
The new man isn't prejudiced.  There is nothing "Christian" about White Supremacy or the elevation of any race over another.  


2.
The Church, the body composed of people with the new self, is a place where people from all backgrounds, all cultures, all races, can serve Christ and find peace among themselves (Eph. 2:14-15; Isaiah 2:2-4).


3.
The new man refuses to think like the rest of men.  He or she struggles to have God's perspective, in which all are viewed as equal (Romans 2:11).  In which skin color, culture, social status, etc...isn't an issue.  An outlook which says, if one serves Christ faithfully, then nothing else matters.

'BARBARIAN'-usually anyone who didn't speak the Greek language.


'SCYTHIAN'-4658. Skuthes {skoo'-thace; probably of foreign origin; a Scythene or Scythian, i.e. (by implication) a savage: -Scythian.



-'Was simply the climax of barbarity' (Robertson p. 503).  'a savage, or even a Bushman.  The Scythian races, represented by the modern Tartar or Cossack races of Asia and Eastern Europe, were regarded as at the bottom of the scale...Herodotus calls them cannibals.' (Eadie p. 231)

Barclay notes, 'The Greek was the aristocrat of the ancient world and he knew it.  The Jew looked down on every other nation..and the other nations were fit only to be fuel for the fires of hell.  The Scythian was notorious as the lowest of the barbarians..little short of being a wild beast...The slave was not even classified in ancient law as a human being; he was merely a living tool, with no rights of his own...There could be no fellowship in the ancient world between a slave and a free man..' (p. 155)

Points to Note:


1.
Let us carefully note what Paul is saying.  Christianity didn't destroy prejudice, for it still exists.  And we aren't to pretend that no distinctions in culture, social strata, etc..exist-for they do.  And either is the Christian to be blind to the short-comings of many cultures.


2.
Paul is talking about what happens in Christ.  Anyone can become a Christian.  All cultures, races, social levels, and people from previous religious backgrounds can get along in Christ.  The Scythian probably had some disgusting habits (Herodotus says of them, 'They drank the blood of the first enemy killed in battle, and made napkins of the scalps, and drinking bowls of the skulls of the slain.  They had the most filthy habits and never washed with water.' (Hendriksen p. 154)--but I am to preach the gospel to him also, and if he shows interest in the truth, and becomes a Christian-he is my brother!

3.
Paul is also saying, that there is no cultural, social, racial, national or economic disadvantage that can keep one from becoming a Christian.  No person exists who already has three strikes against them-before they become a Christian.


4.
What a lesson to our own time, when we are constantly hearing the excuse that one cannot serve God because of "how their parents raised them (do you think Scythians were raised in well-mannered homes?), because of their past, or their former environment.  God doesn't buy the excuse that environment and upbringing constitute an unsurmountable obstacle that just can't be overcome.


5.
Also note that Paul isn't saying that no social distinctions exist.  We still must live in the world, a world in which authorities need to be respected (Romans 13:1ff); in which masters are still masters and slaves are still slaves (Colossians 3:22-4:1).  But in our vertical relationship with God, all men and women are equal (Galatians 3:28-29), i.e. all have equal access, all faithful Christians stand before God on level ground.

6.
These verses also make us feel ashamed.  For if such huge distinctions are to be erased in Christ, how inexcusable we find ourselves today for letting lesser things alienate us from our brethren!


7.
If God expects all races, cultures, social classes to find unity in His Son, then:  (a)  The Bible can be equally understood by people from all backgrounds.  We cannot hide behind the excuse that "culture or preconceived ideas" are what prevent us from arriving at the same interpretation of God's truth.  (b)  God has ONE TRUTH FOR ALL CULTURES!  (c)  God has one level of morality for all cultures.  (d)  The one church is big enough for all cultures.  Churches based on "culture" or an a specific ethnic group are wrong.  (e)  A church that isn't big enough for all cultures, isn't the true church.
Eadie makes a good comment when he says, 'Now, the meaning of the apostle is not that a man loses nationality on becoming a Christian..The rude manners of the Scythian might be refined by his faith, but he did not lose his peculiarity of colour or configuration...But the meaning of the apostle is---First, That such distinctions do not prevent the on-putting of the new man.  In other words, such differences of nation, religion, culture, and social position, do not interfere with the adaptation, the offer, or the reception and the results of the gospel...Secondly,...prior and external distinctions, do not modify the possession of spiritual privilege and blessing....the barbarian is not degraded to a lower seat, nor is any outer court appropriated for the Scythian' (pp. 232-233)

None of these prior conditions are inherent hindrances to spiritual growth, purity and doing good works.  Or even obeying the gospel in the first place.


'BUT CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL'-'Christ is all that matters' (Phi); 'whether a person has Christ is what matters, and He is equally available to all' (Tay)

Points to Note:


1.
'Is all'-He is the center, the focus..'our common center, our standard of reference, and fount of honor, the sum of all we acknowledge and desire.' (P.P. Comm. p. 151)  'Christ is everything to all of them having the new man.' (Eadie p. 232)

2.
'And in all'-Influencing through His revelation all, regardless of background, who are putting on the new man.  Every Christian, has acknowledged Christ as His master--the slave, just as much as his earthly master, the Scythian, just as much as the well-cultured Greek.  The moral Jew, just as much as the pagan who had lived in the gutter.  Background can't prevent a man or woman from living for Christ--if they so desire (Gal. 2:20).


3.
O'Brien notes, 'contrast the centrality of Christ with the divisions that separate people in the world.' (p. 193)  Christianity can never be blamed for the divisions found in the world.  Unity can only be found in Christ, all other claims of peace are only temporary and false.

SPECIFIC QUALITIES TO PUT ON:
Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; 


'PUT ON THEREFORE'-The statements in 3:10-11, demand a new life.  If the New man is patterned after God, then let's see some serious changing.  'they must don the graces which are characteristic of him.' (O'Brien p. 197)


'AS GOD'S ELECT'-'Then put on the garments that suit God's chosen people' (NEB).


'HOLY AND BELOVED'-'his own, his beloved' (NEB); 'consecrated and dear to him' (TCNT).

Points to Note:


1.
The "election" mentioned isn't some choice that God made concerning the salvation of specific individuals before the foundation of the world.  For when the Biblical writers mention "elect" or "election" they also in the context say something about human accountability.  The "elect" are required of their own freewill to "put off and put on" specific qualities.  If Calvinistic Predestination were true, if would be irrelevant what type of life the "elect" lived.  See 1 Peter 1:2-8; 2:9ff.


2.
The words "elect", "holy", "beloved" were all used in reference to the nation of Israel in the O.T.   Therefore:  (a)  The church, Christians constitute the people of God since the cross of Christ (1 Peter 2:9).  (b)  The physical nation of Israel has ceased to be God's people.  Only Jews and Gentiles who become Christians are part of the chosen people (Galatians 3:28-29).


3.
God really loves Christians, He doesn't merely tolerate them.


4.
 "Holy" means that we are separated from sin and dedicated to God and His purposes (Eph. 2:10; Titus 2:14).  And God's work for us is important, serious, and challenging (Mark 16:15).  Great traits of character will be needed to succeed.

'A HEART OF COMPASSION'-'tenderness of heart' (Con); 'be merciful in action' (Phi).  'The Colossians were not to cherish a hard or unrelenting disposition.' (Eadie p. 235)

Points to Note:


1.
'It describes his (Jesus') feeling for the multitudes, for the poor, for the widow, for the blind.  It is a sentiment which easily can be stifled by selfishness, by familiarity with distress..'(Erdman p. 96)  (Matthew 9:36).  This is a compassion that actually results in action, much more than a simple, 'Oh, the poor soul'.


2.
Barclay notes, 'If there was no thing that the ancient world needed it was mercy...The maimed and the sickly went to the wall.  There was no provision for the aged.  The treatment of the idiot and simple-minded were unfeeling..' (p. 157)


3.
It is very easy to lose compassion:  (a)  When others have abused our kindness, it is easy to think that everyone "in need", is lazy and only interested in scamming good hearted people.  (b)  When we invest time and effort into people, and they give up.  Despite the bad-apples, we must always be willing to show compassion to those who are truly in need (James 1:27).

'KINDNESS'-5544. chrestotes {khray-stot'-ace}; from 5543; usefulness, i.e. moral excellence (in character or demeanor): -gentleness, good(-ness), kindness.



-'The ancient writers defined...as the virtue of the man whose neighbor's good is a dear to him as his own.' (Barclay p. 157) (Matthew 7:12)



-Notice that this is a goodness that is "useful".  It is much more than just a smile or cheery disposition.  It truly tries to help people with their problems.  Note, it doesn't help a person continue in their sin--that is a false kindness.  (Luke 6:35; Romans 2:4).  This kindness can have some teeth in it, i.e. insisting to those we are trying to help, that they help themselves, that they try.  God always stands ready to help people out of sin, but never, to help them continue in it.  This "kindness" will not give money or food to the person who refuses to work (2 Thess. 3:10).


'LOWLINESS'-'humble in mind' (Phi).  5012. tapeinophrosune {tap-i-nof-ros-oo'-nay}; from a compound of 5011 and the base of 5424; humiliation of mind, i.e. modesty: -humbleness of mind, humility (of mind, loneliness (of mind).



-This isn't a false humility.  This humility doesn't make ourselves small because we are great, rather, humility esteems itself as small-because we are small!  False humility says, 'I can't do it because I am no good'.  True humility says, 'I know my short-comings and flaws, but God commands me to do this or that, and I will obey.' (1 Cor. 15:10)  False humility uses personal failures as the reason why it can't.  True humility uses personal failures as the reason why it must!

Points to Note:


1.
Barclay makes a good point when he says, 'it is based on the awareness of the creaturelines of humanity.  God is the Creator, man the creature, and in the presence of the Creator the creature cannot feel anything else but humility.' (p. 158)


2.
Bruce notes, 'and a community in which this grace is cultivated is likely to be free from the tensions which spring from pride and self-assertiveness.' (p. 154)  (Phil. 2:3-4)


3.
Many note that humility was a quality that was despised in the ancient world (and it still is).  For it requires:  (a)  That we accept that God is God and we are not.  (b)  That we admit and honestly see our own short-comings (Romans 12:3).  (c)  That we admit that we aren't more "special" than other people (Acts 10:34.  (d)  And humility applied means that many times in life, the needs of others will take precedence over our own (Phil. 2:3-4).

'MEEKNESS'-4236. praiotes {prah-ot'-ace}; from 4235; gentleness, by implication, humility: -meekness.



-Often defined as the person completely under control.  The meek person isn't lukewarm or apathetic.  Meekness isn't being a slacker.  This is the person who is God-controlled.  Meekness is strength under control, all the desires and passions properly harnessed and channeled.  The man who is angry at the right time and at the right thing. (Eph. 4:26)

I like what Barclay said, 'It is when...we can rebuke without rancor..that we can face the truth without resentment, that we can be angry and sin not, that we can be gentle and yet not weak.' (Flesh and Spirit p. 121)

Points to Note:


1.
Both Moses and Jesus are examples of meekness (Matthew 11:29; Numbers 12:3).

2.
Check out the following passages (Gal. 6:1; James 1:21; 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Timothy 2:25).  Unfortunately, we are often too aggressive or too passive.  Probably because we are still preoccupied with our feelings, our goals, and ourselves.  The meek man has his mind off of self.  He presses the issue as far as God wants it pressed.  He first asks, 'How serious is this is the sight of God', and then properly adjusts his speech, emotions, etc..to meet the situation.


3.
Sadly, we often think that doing nothing is "Christian".  Meekness isn't spinelessness.  But the person who stands ready to wave his rights--if that is what God wants.  Ready to rebuke the sinner-if that is what God wants.  Ready to forgive-if that is what God wants.  Ready to remain silent--if that is what God wants.


4.
Meekness also doesn't complain against God.  Meekness believes that God is always good (James 1:17).  

'LONGSUFFERING'-3115. makrothumia {mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah}; from the same as 3116; longanimity, i.e. (objectively) forbearance or (subjectively) fortitude: -longsuffering, patience.

Points to Note:


1.
The person who stays then all others have fled.  Barclay notes, 'This is the spirit which never loses its patience with its fellow-men.  Their foolishness and their unteachability never drive it to cynicism and despair; their insults and their ill-treatment never drive it to bitterness or wrath.' (p. 158)


2.
Note the word "LONG".  How long is our suffering?  At times I don't see much length to our patience.  God expected Christians to remain patient when provoked, when persecuted, when physically beaten, when slandered, etc...We seem to be ready to quit or write brethren off over a simple misunderstanding!  A minor slight!


3.
But we think that we are being really patient!  Compare your patience to God's patience.  Are you being more patience with others, than God is being with you?  Are you having to forgive more--than being forgiven yourself??  (Read Matthew 18:21-35).
Colossians 3:13 forbearing one another, and forgiving each other, if any man have a complaint against any; even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye: 


'FORBEARING'-430. anechomai {an-ekh'-om-ahee}; middle voice from 303 and 2192; to hold oneself up against, i.e. (figuratively) put up with: -bear with, endure, forbear, suffer.


'ONE ANOTHER'-other Christians.  And this is mutual.  Lest one think that all the forbearing will be on their part, let us remember that we probably do things that irritate others too!  Somebody is probably being very patient with us.


'FORGIVING EACH OTHER'-Which infers that sins, misunderstandings, slights, etc.. will happen between Christians (Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15)

Points to Note:


1.
If we insist on perfection in the Church, we will be frustrated.  This verses admit that problems will always pop up.  No congregation will ever be free from things which have the potential to cause division and or hard feelings.  The only way to prevent division in the body, is if each member of the body is resolved to apply these passages.


2.
Obviously, God expects the person seeking forgiveness to repent (Luke 17:3-4).


'IF ANY MAN HAVE A COMPLAINT AGAINST ANY'-God knows that we have the habit of thinking that we have been "really" mistreated.  God knows that we have the tendency to feel that we have been "wronged"--beyond what anyone else has experienced (Matthew 18:21-35).


'JUST AS THE LORD FORGAVE YOU, SO ALSO SHOULD YOU'-'the Lord's generosity to you must be the model of yours' (Knox).

Points to Note:


1.
'Just as' means that when we forgive, it needs to be genuine and real.  If we really forgave them, then let's be honest.  When God forgives us, He doesn't hold any grudges, He doesn't harbor ill-will, and He doesn't act cold and stand-offish.  And neither does God place a conditional time period on His forgiveness, i.e. if you lapse back into sin-then I have the right to pull up and hold you accountable for all your previously forgiven failures also.


2.
While we need to hold people accountable and stress that repentance must be sincere (2 Cor. 7:10-11).  Brethren, let's be very careful about requiring people to jump through more hoops to be in our favor than God requires to remain in His favor.


3.
We may think of 100 reasons where such instruction wouldn't be practical or in 100 situations where it hasn't supposedly worked before.  But the magnitude of God's forgiveness directed to us, demands that we expend every effort to apply this command in our own lives.  No price or personal sacrifice is too great to apply this passage, for just remember, no price could be paid to atone for our own sins.  Instead of looking for excuses, let's remember our own forgiveness (Matthew 6:14-15).  


4.
This thought might help put everything in perspective:  Would you rather wrestle with the particulars in trying to forgive your brother properly.  Or would you rather wrestle with the fact that God won't forgive you?
Colossians 3:14 and above all these things {put on} love, which is the bond of perfectness. 


'AND ABOVE ALL THESE THINGS'-'And upon all' (Robertson p. 504)  'does not mean most of all, but "over all".  Love is pictured as an outer garment, or more exactly, a belt, which not only completes the costume but also perfects and unites all the garments.' (Erdman p. 97)


'PUT ON'-Which infers that "love" isn't just inborn.  True love must be learned and applied (1 Cor. 13:4-8).


'WHICH IS THE BOND OF PERFECTNESS'-'which binds together and completes the whole' (Con); 'which binds everything together in perfect harmony' (RSV).

Points to Note:


1.
Since even faith must have the proper motive of love behind it, to be effective and useful (Galatians 5:6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3).  It seems logical that all of these qualities can exist without the right motivation.  For example, many people are patient, not because they love God or their fellowman, but because they are hoping that such patience will irritate their enemies.  People demonstrate many of these qualities from the motivation of "see how good I am doing, obviously, I am better than you."  And others simply want the praise of men (Matthew 6:1-4).


2.
Eadie notes that without love, 'knowledge is but a selfish acquisition, purity an attempted personal gain, and zeal a defective struggle...'(p. 240)


3.
And Barclay is probably right when he says that the tendency of any body of people is sooner or later to fly apart.   We need the quality of love, for without it we are destined for division


4.
"Perfection" for the Christian isn't some mysterious experience.  Rather, it is practical, concrete and demonstrated.  It is the life that is able to apply the above passages in harmony with the truth found in 1 Cor. 13:4-8.

'PERFECTNESS'-5047. teleiotes {tel-i-ot'-ace}; from 5046; (the state) completeness (mentally or morally): -perfection(-ness).

Jesus pointed out the same thing, when He stated that if one keeps before their mind two basic concepts--complete love for God and their fellow man (Matthew 22:37-40); that everything else will naturally fall into place.  See Romans 13:9-10.

So many people worry about so many things.  Christian work on loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.  Love your neighbor as yourself--and you will be on track!

True love keeps the Christian from becoming unbalanced.  And unbalanced religious people abound in our culture, and sadly too many are found in the Church.

Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to the which also ye were called in one body; and be ye thankful. 


'AND LET'-You can't really blame anyone for your own lack of spiritual growth.  Presently, you are exactly where you want to be.  We have decided how faithful we want to be.  Notice the word "let".  (See Ephesians 4:28-29,31)


'THE PEACE OF CHRIST'-The type and quality of peace that Christ enabled and that He talked about (Eph. 2:14)


'RULE'-1018. brabeuo {brab-yoo'-o}; from the same as 1017; to arbitrate, i.e. (genitive case) to govern (figuratively, prevail): -rule.


-'lit., be umpire...The previous references to occasions for meekness, long-suffering, forbearance, forgiveness, etc.., indicate a conflict of passions and motives in the heart.' (Vincent p. 504)

Point to Note:


The question that we need to ask ourselves is, 'What rules us?'  Does a love for God?  (2 Cor. 5:14)  What guards the entrance way into our minds?  What is the sentry on duty?  Hate?  Selfishness?  Self-Pity?  Pride?  Or the Peace of God? (Phil. 4:7)


People whose minds are ruled by the peace of Christ, refuse any accept any idea, or course of action that doesn't harmonize with Christ's desire for unity among His people.


When we accept this as the final umpire--then:  (a)  We will start applying passages such as Matthew 5:23-24 and 18:15.  (b)  Then we will make every effort to keep unity, every effort just short of doctrinal compromise.  (c)  We will see ourselves as expendable, our feelings, emotions, etc..as of secondary importance.  Unity in the one body is the most important thing--not my feelings!  (d)  And we will find brethren apologizing when they need to when the peace of Christ is finally allowed to be the umpire in their lives.
When our emotions clash, Jesus Christ must be allowed to settle any dispute, 'The way to right action is to appoint Jesus Christ as the arbiter...and if we accept his decisions, we cannot go wrong.' (Barclay p. 159)


'TO THE WHICH ALSO YE WERE CALLED IN ONE BODY'-'to which indeed' (NASV); 'that is why you have been called as members of the one body' (Mof).

Points to Note:


1.
Unity doesn't happen by accident and it isn't maintained by a minimum amount of effort or sacrifice (Ephesians 4:1-3).  Things will try our patience, temptations will abound to say the wrong thing, to lash out, to divide, to become quarrelsome, to hold on to grudges, to roll over and over in our minds the short-comings of our brethren.  At such a time we need to remember:  (a)  The tremendous price paid and effort put forth by God in bringing all of us into "one body".  People who are impressed with the sacrifice of Christ, cannot treat the body of Christ lightly.  (b)  We must also remember Christ's prayer for unity among His disciples (John 17:20-23).  (c)  And that the purpose for being in one body is peace with God and each other.  


2.
The sacrifice of Christ, the peace He has brought to our lives in forgiving us of our sins, should act as an umpire to restrain anyone of us from harming, from jeopardizing the peace we have found in the one body.  


3.
It is a sad fact that many hungering souls, longing for peace, have only found a lot of strife in what is professed to be the "one body".  Bruce notes, 'Strife inevitably results when men and women are out of touch with him who is the one source of true peace.' (p. 157)


4.
God believes in the "one body".  He will not endorse and neither will He accept a divided Christianity. (1 Cor. 1:10)

'AND BE YE THANKFUL'-"Keep on becoming thankful."  Continuous obligation.' (Robertson p. 505)  'Show yourselves thankful' (TCNT)

Points to Note:


1.
Gratitude is a great defense against sin and strife.  Gratitude is only possible when our minds shift from self to others.  Ingratitude is a first step into sin (Romans 1:21)  Gratitude is a constant theme (1:3,5,12; 2:7; 3:17; 4:2; Eph. 5:20).


2.
Oh, what we have to be thankful for:  (a)  We are forgiven!  We are the objects of God's longsuffering, mercy, compassion, love and favor.  (b)  We are in the body of Christ.  (c)  God hasn't held our past against us!  (d)  Look at the wonderful life (3:8-14) that God has designed for the Christian.  Look at what I can become.  Look at the qualities that even I can demonstrate.  Look at the path to peace, contentment and happiness that God has allowed even a person like myself to walk on.


3.
Hendriksen notes, 'When a person is overpowered by the feeling of warm and deep appreciation for benefits received from God he will hardly be able to grudge someone else...' (pp. 159-160)

FINAL OBSERVATION:
At times we approach sections of Scripture like the above with the attitude of trying to find situations in which the above verses don't fit.  We almost try to find a situation ethic, i.e. does God expect me to tell the truth if Nazi's are looking for Jews in my house???  We all know the familiar "what if's" that tend up come up in public and private classes.  We dwell more on hypothetical situations, than applying these truths to the situation we are presently in.  We tend to study more for the future or try to solve some assumed moral dilemna in the past, 'what if so and so happened...'  Instead of thinking, 'how can I apply this right now?  What situations, relationships, etc...in my life at this very moment need these qualities?






