
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANSPRIVATE 


CHAPTER 1:1-14

OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY-MARK DUNAGAN

I.
OUTLINE OF CHAPTER 1:1-14:

I.
Salutation:  1:1-2


II.
Thanksgiving For The Faith and Love Of The Colossians:  1:3-8

III.
Prayer For the Colossians:  1:9-11


IV.
Gratitude Expressed For Our Deliverance:  1:12-14

II.
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:
As we enter the book of Colossians we should note how Paul confronts the various errors facing these Christians.  He forcefully preaches the truth.   Sometimes the best way to meet error is to emphasize the truth.  To preach the truth so fully and plainly that the proponents of error lose their foothold upon the minds of men (Titus 1:9-11).  Such preaching must get down to specifics (Colossians 1:15-19; 2:9; 20-23).

This letter also contains what some call "Christian tact".  Before you deal with a negative situation, give credit where credit is due.  Before Paul warns the Colossians, he praises them for their faith and love (1:4)

III.
COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER 1:1-14:

INTRODUCTION:
Colossians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 


'AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST JESUS'-

Points to Note:


1.
'It is not necessary to refer to Paul as "Saint Paul", for such a title actually downgrades him.  All Christians are "saints", but not all are apostles..it emphasizes the truth that Paul was Christ's representative, not the representative of the church.  He was not an apostle appointed by ecclesiastical authority....Thus the medieval conceit that the Holy Scriptures belonged to the church and were in some sense the property of it and therefore subject to their exclusive interpretation is defeated and destroyed by the apostolical title itself.' 


2.
The Church isn't over the Scriptures, rather, First Century congregations were reminded that they were to place themselves "under" the Scriptures (1 Cor. 14:37; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Thess. 3:6-14).


3.
Even though Paul had never personally seen many of these Christians in Colossae (2:1), he was still their apostle.  'The designation "apostle" is reserved for Paul; it is not shared with Timothy--nor yet with Epaphras, who (as appears from v. 7) first brought the gospel to Colossae.  Paul alone was the Colossians's apostle, even if he had never visited them in person.' (F.F. Bruce p. 38)


4.
Thus, if Paul's apostolic authority extended to congregations he hadn't personally established, then the authority of what he and the other apostles wrote extends to all congregations until the end of time.  


'OF CHRIST JESUS'-'To Christ Jesus he owes his appointment and his authority.  Through Paul no one less that Christ Jesus himself is addressing the church.' (Hendriksen p. 43)  Thus when Paul spoke, Jesus was speaking (Acts 9:15; 22:15; 26:15-18; Galatians 1:11-12).  Hence to reject the words of an Apostle is a rejection of the will of God (Matthew 10:40; John 13:20)


'THROUGH THE WILL OF GOD'-(Galatians 1:11-12).  'He had attained his high office neither through aspiration..nor through usurpation--not yet through nomination by other men.' (Hendriksen p. 43)  (1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; 2 Tim. 1:1)

At the outset of this letter Paul makes clear what "right" he has to address this congregation.  He is an apostle of Jesus Christ, and that settles it.  'That office is not something which he has earned or achieved; it is something which has been given him by God.' (Barclay p. 103)  (1 Corinthians 15:9-10)

Point to Note:


The advocates of the New Hermeneutic contend that the letters written by the Apostles are simply "love letters" to the churches.  But such a theory must admit:  (1)  Jesus didn't speak through these men.  For if the doctrines in the epistle to the Colossians are not binding upon Christians today, then this letter was simply Paul's feeble, unaided and human attempt to apply certain truths to his own generation.  (2)  Even the Gospels are irrelevant, for apostles and other professed inspired men also wrote those letters.  How can you consistently deny the authority of 1,2,3 John and Revelation and yet except the authority of the gospel of John?   How can you reject Paul's 13 letters and yet accept the gospel of Mark and Luke, which were written by Paul's co-workers?  And how can you accept the gospel of Luke but reject the book of Acts?  For they were both written by the same author.  (3)  And if the book of Colossians was simply a "love letter" to the Church, then could the Church ignore the teachings found in it?  Could they fellowship those who disagreed with Paul's statements concerning the Deity of Christ (2:9)?  Or what he wrote about the Sabbath Day?  (2:16)  Or man-made religion?  (2:20-23).  Or the worship of angels? (2:18)  Or various moral issues?  (3:1-13)


'AND TIMOTHY OUR BROTHER'-Timothy was with Paul in Rome during a portion of his imprisonment (Phil. 1:1; Philemon 1:1).  Carefully note that Timothy isn't an apostle.  The Biblical writers didn't carelessly use terms.  They didn't call every male Christian by the title "elder", etc..


'OUR BROTHER'-'It recognizes that fellowship of believers which constitutes the most perfect brotherhood the world has ever known.' (Erdman p. 36)

Points to Note:


1.
God gives credit where credit is due.  Timothy isn't an apostle, but 'during the long years of travel and of toil...Timothy had been Paul's most trusted comrade..He was Paul's most loyal follower and imitator, his fellow worker, his "true child in faith"' (Erdman p. 35)  (Philippians 2:19-22; 2 Timothy 3:10-15).  


2.
The Christian doesn't have to worry about "recognition" or being "remembered".  God takes care of His own, God rewards faithful service.  (Revelation 14:13)  God will exalt those who humble themselves (Luke 18:14).


3.
It is sad when Christians must look outside the Lord's church to find "brotherly" closeness.  We are failing to restore the New Testament Church, we are failing to practice true Christianity if we can't find any close friends among fellow Christians.  (Colossians 4:9-17)
Colossians 1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ {that are} at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 


'TO THE SAINTS'-Every Christian is a saint for every Christian has been set apart by the blood of Christ (1 Cor. 1:2; Acts 20:28; Hebrews 10:29; Revelation 1:5-6).

Points to Note:


1.
'It did not denote a special group which possessed eminent virtues, nor did it refer to such as had passed from earth to heaven.' (Erdman p. 36)


2.
The thought crosses my mind, if religious bodies can't even properly define such a clear biblical term.  Then why would anyone place confidence in what they teach on other subjects?


3.
When God calls Christians "saints", it should remind us that we have been set apart and freed from an unworthy way of living (1:12-14), and from a fate worse than death.  But along with such a great deliverance, comes a great responsibility.  Christians are called upon to glorify God (1 Peter 2:9).  And to live the type of life that would bring honor to Him (Matthew 5:16).


4.
Instead of being merely afraid of hell (which is too self-centered, i.e. what might happen to me).  The Christian should always have a healthy fear of letting God down, of doing something that would bring dishonor to the Divine family.  Of doing something that would bring pain and grief to God, regardless of of whether we felt pained at the moment.

'AND FAITHFUL'-4103. pistos {pis-tos'}; from 3982; objectively, trustworthy; subjectively, trustful: -believe(-ing, -r), faithful(-ly), sure, true.


'BRETHREN'-

Points to Note:


1.
In view of the errors which faced this congregation and which face every congregation.  You cannot over-emphasize the importance of Christians who believe and trust completely in what God has said.


2.
Carefully note that God isn't impressed with "skeptical brethren", "agnostic brethren", "I only believe in myself-brethren", "I can't trust God enough-brethren", or the ever popular, "I put my trust in science, human wisdom, psychology and technology, rather than God and the Bible-brethren".


3.
True children of God are those to place their full confidence in the Word of God (Matt. 4:4; Romans 1:16-17; Hebrews 10:36-39).


4.
"Brotherhood" is based on a trust or conviction in a common faith.  Thus fellowship is inherently tied to doctrine, i.e. what must be believed (2 John 9-11).


5.
"Faithful" can also mean "reliable, dependable" (2 Tim. 2:2).  


'IN CHRIST JESUS'-Which means that baptism stands between one and being "a faithful brother".  For baptism stands between one and being "in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26-27).


'THAT ARE AT COLOSSAE'-Carefully note that the Christian is "in Christ" no matter where on this earth he precisely lives.  Barclay notes, 'He lives in this world whose duties he does not treat lightly; but above and beyond that he lives in Christ...That is why outward circumstances make little difference to the Christian; his peace and his joy are not dependent on them.  That is why he will do any job with all his heart.  It may be menial, unpleasant, painful, it may be far less distinguished than he might expect to have; its rewards may be small and its praise non-existent; nevertheless the Christian will do it diligently, uncomplainingly and cheerfully, for he is in Christ and does all things as to the Lord.' (pp. 104-105) (Ephesians 6:5)

Point to Note:

'They were "disciples", for they were learning of Christ (Acts 11:26).  They were "saints", for they belonged to God.  They were "brethren", for they were in one spiritual brotherhood.  They were "believers", for they shared one common faith.  They were "Christians", for they found in Christ the sum and substance of their lives.  There are messages here for all who bear these names.  They are "disciples":  they must seek fuller knowledge.  They are "saints":  they must be pure.  They are "brethren":  they must show their love.  They are "believers":  they must "live by faith".  They are "Christians":  they must center their lives in Christ.' (Erdman p. 37)

'GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE FROM GOD OUR FATHER'-'The only instance in which the name of the Father stands in the opening benediction of an epistle without the addition "and Jesus Christ".' (Vincent p. 462)   


Bruce adds, 'It is difficult to say why the words "and the Lord Jesus Christ" are absent from the salutation in Colossians.  In any case, all that these words could convey is set forth in detail in the celebration of the person and work of Christ later in the letter (cf. vv. 13-20).' (p. 39)

Points to Note:


1.
God wants Christians to know exactly where they stand before Him.  He wants them to be confident and He wants them to enjoy their relationship with Him.  The message to these Christians is "God's favor" to you, i.e. God approves of you.  Now what more encouraging message could you ever hear than that?  And what motivation to resist error!  


2.
God wants Christians to have "peace" in their lives.  Peace with Him and peace with each other (Ephesians 4:1-3).  


3.
'The biblical concept of peace has to do with wholeness, particularly with reference to relationships...' 


4.
Again, this is a very encouraging message.  To some congregations God said, 'I have this against you..' (Revelation 2:20).  The Colossians heard from God, 'We are on the same side, we are united, we have fellowship and harmony.'


5.
God doesn't dispense "grace and peace" in some mysterious fashion.  Rather, God's favor and peace are available to anyone who meets His conditions for salvation (Ephesians 2:14-19).  And let us always remember that grace is conditional (Titus 2:11-12).


6.
Though this letter was sent to the church in Colossae, it was likewise to be heeded by the other congregations in the area (Colossians 4:16).

PAUL'S GRATITUDE FOR THE COLOSSIANS:
Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 


'WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD'-Gratitude and thanksgiving is often a neglect aspect in our prayers.  It is so easy to view prayer as simply "asking God" for things (Philippians 4:6).  Before Paul "asks" for anything in reference to these Christians, he first of all gives thanks to God.  


'WE'-Paul as well as Timothy.  A like-mindedness is to exist among Christians.  We should rejoice in the same things, have the same values (Romans 12:15).


'THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST'-

Points to Note:


1.
'The Father of', doesn't suggest that Jesus is inferior to the Father.  This same epistle argues that Jesus is "as much God" as the Father (2:9).  In addition, 1:16 makes it clear that Jesus wasn't created by the Father.  But rather, He Himself was the active agent in the creation of all things visible and invisible.  (See John 1:1-3)


2.
Without Jesus, 'the Father' couldn't be called 'our Father'.  It is only through Jesus Christ and His sacrifice that we can have a relationship with God (John 14:6).


3.
In the gospels we find the same sort of equality with God (John 5:18-23) in reference to Jesus (John 1:1-3); and yet at the same time He voluntarily assumed the role of a Son, and spoke of "my God and your God" (John 20:17).  Thus all the statements in the gospels which place Jesus in a role of subjection to the Father; we already know that such statements were never meant to imply any inferiority in the Son or a less than Divine status (John 14:9).

'PRAYING ALWAYS FOR YOU'-'constantly praying' (Wey).  (1 Thess. 5:17)

Points to Note:


1.
The good news is that many Christians constantly pray.  The not so good news is that we often pray merely for ourselves.  Be impressed that Paul is praying for Christians which he had never met.


2.
We need to pray for Christians, wherever they might be, for Christians are very valuable people.  A true believer in Jesus Christ isn't found on every street-corner.  And Christians possess a knowledge that you just can't place a price-tag upon.


3.
I like what Eadie says here, 'Paul and Timothy, on hearing of the spiritual progress of the Colossians, did not congratulate one another, but gave the glory to God.  So much had Timothy of Paul's own spirit, that the apostle had no hesitation in saying, "We thank God".' (p. 5)


4.
Paul prayed for other Christians besides those in this congregation (1 Thess. 1:2; Eph. 1:16; Romans 1:8; Phil. 1:3-4; 1 Cor. 1:4).  I wonder if our own lives would be richer and happier and our relationship with God and brethren deeper, if we prayed this much for others, instead of for ourselves?

THE REASONS FOR THIS GRATITUDE:
Colossians 1:4 having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have toward all the saints, 


'HAVING HEARD'-i.e. by way of Epaphras (1:4).


'OF YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS'-

Points to Note:


1.
A faith that one would "hear" about must be more than mental assent.  Such a faith must be expressing itself in concrete attitudes and actions (James 2:24,25; 1:22).


2.
Just "faith" in God isn't enough.  The faith must be "in Christ Jesus" (John 8:24).  One must believe that Jesus is the Son of God for faith to be worth anything (Romans 10:9-10).


3.
Having faith in Christ involves:  (a)  Being completely satisfied with Him as a Saviour, refusing to believe that one needs more than Christ.  (b)  Being completely satisfied with His revelation of truth through His apostles (Eph. 3:3-5; John 16:13).  (c)  It is a faith that completely accepts and trusts everything that Jesus said, regardless of the amount of "evidence" presented by the opposition in support of an contrary position (Romans 3:4).

'AND OF THE LOVE WHICH YE HAVE TOWARD ALL THE SAINTS'-Faith and love go hand in hand (Eph. 1:15; Galatians 5:6).  True love is defined by "faith".  Faith refuses to call something "loving", which Jesus says is sinful or selfish (1 Cor. 13:6; Romans 13:8-10).  

Points to Note:


1.
'The same Magnet, Christ Jesus, who attracts sinners to himself and changes them into saints..draws them into closer fellowship with each other.' (Hendriksen p. 47)


2.
'The Christian must have faith; he must know what he believes.  But he must also have love for men; he must turn that belief into action.  It is not enough simply to have faith, for there can be an orthodoxy which knows no love.  It is not enough only to have love for men, for without real belief that love can become mere sentimentality.  The Christian has a double commitment--he is committed to Jesus Christ and he is committed to his fellow-men.' (Barclay p. 105)


3.
Here again we find the two great commandments, love for God (demonstrated by faith in His Son) and love for others.


4.
Brotherly love is an essential characteristic of true Christianity (1 John 4:20; 2 Peter 1:7).   Something is seriously wrong with a "spirituality" which supposedly is moving one closer to God but at the same time farther away from their brethren.  Despite the errors which existed in the First Century, Paul never felt that he was the last faithful Christian on the face of the earth and neither did he end up worshipping all by himself.

'ALL THE SAINTS'-Christians from Jewish and Gentile backgrounds.  A warning against an "exclusive" or "club-like" Christianity, in which only a certain segment of the church is fellowshipped.  

Colossians 1:5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 


'BECAUSE OF THE HOPE'-Paul also thanks God for the "hope" which is laid up for these Christians.  And he could express such confidence, because the "faith" and "love" of these members demonstrated that they did stand in a right relationship with God and such a hope was a present reality for them.   The ultimate end of their faith and love would be eternal life, i.e. hope fulfilled.


'HOPE'-1680. elpis {el-pece'}; from a primary elpo (to anticipate, ususally with pleasure); expectation (abstractly or concretely) or confidence: -faith, hope.



-'Christian hope is not mere wishing.  It is a fervent yearning, confident expectation, and patient waiting..assurance that these promises will indeed be realized..' (Hendriksen p. 49)


'WHICH IS LAID UP FOR YOU'-'in heaven where no power, human or otherwise, can touch it.' (O'Brien pp. 11-12)  (Matthew 6:19-20).


'IN THE HEAVENS'-

Points to Note:


1.
Notice the singular "hope".  Only one hope for all Christians exists (Eph. 4:4).  And this hope is always placed in heaven (Matthew 5:12; 6:19-20; Philippians 3:20; Colossians 3:1-4; 1 Peter 1:4).  

Unfortunately, the Jehovah Witnesses try to persuade us that in reality only 144,000 Christians will end up in heaven.  It is strange indeed that the apostles never talked about the "hope that is laid up for you upon the earth", or "set your mind on things below".


2.
Since eternal life is called "hope" (Titus 1:2), then eternal life must be a real possibility.  'Were it completely beyond reach, it might excite a romantic wish in one heart, and cover another in despair.' (Eadie p. 10)  Hence serving God acceptably isn't an impossibility.  In fact, Jesus felt that being a Christian wasn't always the hardest path in life (Matthew 11:28-30).

3.
It is so easy to forget what is involved in our heavenly hope and why our minds must remain focused on this goal:  (a)  Total fulfillment, meaning, purpose and satisfaction (Revelation 21:4).  (b)  A body that doesn't in any way hinder us from serving God (1 Cor. 15).  (c)  A wonderful new perspective, devoid of selfishness, self-pity and wrong-thinking (Revelation 21:4; 22:4).  (d)  Complete and intimate fellowship with God.  (e)  The absence of those things which frustrate and "spoil" the good times (Rev. 21:27; 1 Peter 1:4).

'WHEREOF YE HEARD BEFORE IN'-'Hope' comprises a portion of the subject-matter known as the 'gospel'.  Therefore, the gospel message does contain the "doctrine" of the Christian's hope.  And defining the gospel message merely as the details concerning the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ is a mistake (Acts 8:5,12).  Not only does "faith" come by hearing (Romans 10:17).  The Christian is also dependent upon the gospel message to properly define both love (1 Cor. 13:6) and hope (1 Peter 1:4; Titus 1:2).  Thus if "hope" is part of the gospel, then heaven and hell is part of the gospel.


'THE WORD OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL'-'the truthful Word of the glad-tidings' (Con).  'the word of truth, which is the gospel' (O'Brien p. 12)

Points to Note:


1.
One cannot separate the "gospel message" from God's word.  Neither can one make an artificial distinction between "the gospel" and "doctrine".  See Acts 13:12; 2:42; Romans 6:17 where the word "doctrine" is used in reference to the plan of salvation.  Actually the same body of truth is referred to in the Scriptures as "the faith" (Phil. 1:27; Acts 6:7; Col. 1:23); "the gospel" (Col. 1:23; Acts 20:24); "the truth" (Col. 1:5; Gal. 2:5); "the word" (Eph. 1:13); "doctrine" (1 Tim. 6:3; 4:6; 1:10).


2.
Barclay notes:  'The gospel is truth.  All previous religions could be entitled "guesses about God".  The Christian gospel gives a man not guesses but certainties about God.' (p. 107)

3.
Over against the philosophies and speculations which these Christians were facing or would face (2:8).  They had already heard the truth.  Why listen to anything else?

VARIOUS OTHER QUALITIES OF THIS GOSPEL:
Colossians 1:6 which is come unto you; even as it is also in all the world bearing fruit and increasing, as {it doth} in you also, since the day ye heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 


'WHICH IS COME UNTO YOU'-i.e. this gospel.


'EVEN AS IT IS ALSO IN ALL THE WORLD'-(1:23).  The message is a universal message (Mark 16:15) and was rapidly spread by the Apostles and other Christians in the First Century.  'Possibly with a suggestion of the universal character of the Gospel as contrasted with the local and special character of false gospels.' (Vincent p. 464)

Point to Note:


Some have claimed that 1:6 and 1:23 are exaggerations concerning the spread of the gospel in Paul's day.  But in the Second Century Justin Martyr wrote, 'There is no people, Greek or barbarian, or of any other race by whatever appellation or manners they may be distinguished, however ignorant of arts or agriculture, whether they dwell in tents or wander about in covered wagons, among whom prayers and thanksgivings are not offered in the name of the crucified Jesus to the Father and Creator of all things...On the basis of all the data available it has been estimated that by the close of the Apostolic Period the total number of Christian disciples had reached half a million.' (Hendriksen p. 51)  (See 1 Thess. 1:8; Phil. 1:12; Acts 17:6)


'BEARING FRUIT AND INCREASING'-'and everywhere it bears fruit and grows' (Con).

Points to Note:


1.
'The gospel is universal.  It is for all the world.  It is not confined to any one race or nation, nor to any one class or condition.  Very few things in this world are open to all men.' (Barclay p. 107)


2.
The gospel is a very powerful message (Romans 1:16).  We dare not underestimate the convicting and life-changing punch that it packs (Acts 2:37).  


3.
Christians need to remember that all we are called upon to do is simply spread this message.  The "converting" power doesn't lie within us, we don't have to be super-salesmen (1 Cor. 3:6).  The message will sell itself to honest and good hearts (Luke 8:15).


4.
All of this should remind us that the gospel doesn't need any improvement or supplement.  To this day, in our part of the world, the gospel continues to spread, convict hearts, produce faith (Romans 10:17), bring people to Christ (2 Thess. 2:14), and bring about transformed lives (Colossians 3:5ff; Galatians 5:22-23).


5.
Instead of feeling that nobody wants the true gospel today. Or that the gospel can't compete with the popular and smooth-sounding religious errors of our time.  We need to remind ourselves that nothing can stop the gospel message (2 Tim. 2:9).  The Christians in the First Century faced just as many "false teachings" as we do today.  Religious errors existed which were just as popular with the mainstream of society.  And yet the gospel spread, penetrated new regions, and even those which you would think that Satan had a strangle-hold upon (Phil. 1:13; Acts 18:10)

'AS IT DOTH IN YOU ALSO'-'The Colossians are being reminded of the power..and successful course of the gospel, as a reason for gratitude.  Here, too, there is the implication, "Don't you remember the mighty change that occurred when the message of God's redemptive truth made its first appearance among you?  That gospel needs no addition or supplement.  Its influence is being felt in ever-increasing measure, both extensively, invading region after region..' (Hendriksen p. 50)


'SINCE THE DAY YE HEARD'-The Christians in Colossae hadn't grown apathetic.  The gospel was continuing to produce new converts in this city and individual members were continuing to grow (1:4).


'AND KNEW THE GRACE OF GOD IN TRUTH'-


'KNEW'-1921. epiginosko {ep-ig-in-oce'-ko}; from 1909 and 1097; to know upon some mark, i.e. recognize; by implication, to become fully acquainted with, to acknowledge: -(ac-, have, take)know(-ledge, well), perceive.

Points to Note:


1.
The gospel message is the only message which accurately presents God's grace.  Among other things it reveals that grace isn't an excuse to sin (Romans 6:1), and that grace brings the obligation and motivation to live a godly life (Titus 2:11-12).


2.
All other messages offer a false hope.  Here is the importance of hearing the pure gospel, the gospel which was taught by the apostles (Galatians 1:6-9).  In addition, the importance of defending the gospel and opposing any corruptions to it, so that  present and future generations can have the same opportunity to be saved, as we have (Galatians 2:5; 2 Tim. 4:2-4).

3.
The word "knew" in this verse means a full knowledge.  After one hears the gospel it is completely inexcusable to think that salvation can be found in someone besides Jesus Christ (John 14:6), or, that one can continue a life of sin and still end up saved.
Colossians 1:7 even as ye learned of Epaphras our beloved fellow-servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 


'EVEN AS YE LEARNED OF'-Which seems to infer that the Colossians had first heard the gospel from Epaphras.  He had been the first one to preach to them 'the grace of God in truth'.


'EVEN AS'-Epaphras proclaimed the exact same gospel as that preached by Paul and Timothy.  The same unity in doctrine among First Century preachers and teachers can be found in Galatians 2:1-10; 2 Timothy 3:10 and 2 Peter 3:15-16.

Points to Note:


1.
Someone besides an Apostle can preach the 'grace of God in truth'.  You don't have to be an inspired man to properly interpret the writings of the apostles (Ephesians 3:3-5; 5:17).


2.
Paul here endorses what is preached by Epaphras.  Thus, in the very beginning of this letter, Paul makes is perfectly clear what "side" he is standing upon.  'This is not merely an endorsement of the doctrine they had received..but..a gracious recognition of the faithful friend..' (Erdman p. 43)


'EPAPHRAS'-1889. Epaphras {ep-af-ras'}; contracted from 1891; Epaphras, a Christian: -Epaphras.


-(EP uh frus) (charming). (Nelsons p. 342).


'OUR BELOVED FELLOW-SERVANT'-One who had served both Paul and the Colossians.  Carefully note that as famous and popular Paul was, such fame didn't go to his head.  He didn't see himself as the center of the universe.  Often, he took the time to commend the efforts of other Christians.  He was always giving praise, where praise was due.  Eadie notes, 'He had none of that ignoble rivalry which just "hints a fault and hesitates dislike".  He felt no envy at their success, but was so identified with their work, that whatever gladdened them gladdened him; he shared in their triumphs and was saddened at their reverses.' (p. 17)  Paul, a man freed of selfish-ambition (Romans 12:15).


'FELLOW..'-'The dearest of all ties for Paul is to find men sharing things with him.  The work, the 'athletic' life, the yoke, the slavery, the imitation,--these are all expressions of his relation with Jesus Christ, the very essence of life; how much more it is to him when he finds his friends standing with him in that great loyalty.' (F.F. Bruce p. 43)


'WHO IS A FAITHFUL MINISTER OF CHRIST ON OUR BEHALF'-Remember, the word "minister" simply means "servant".  To be a "minister" of Christ, means that one faithfully carries out the commands of Christ.  "Serving" Christ means passing on to others exactly what Christ taught.  Many modern "ministers" need to be reminded of this very simple truth.  It isn't the task of the preacher to invent or discover "new" truth, it is his job to preach the truth once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 3; 2 Timothy 4:2-4).


'FAITHFUL'-(2 Timothy 2:2).   This man was living "proof" that the gospel had borne fruit among the Colossians.


'ON OUR BEHALF'-'Epaphras has ministered on Paul's behalf..and so the Colossians may be sure that the "truth" was faithfully taught to them.' (O'Brien pp. 15-16)  'In a true sense Epaphras was Paul's messenger to Colossae.' (Robertson p. 475)

Points to Note:


1.
'He puts his seal upon the ministry of Epaphras, and vindicates it against all questioning at home.' (P. P. Comm. p. 4)


2.
For all practical purposes, Paul is saying, 'Whoever rejects the preaching of Epaphras, rejects us.'  


3.
From other passages we learn that:  (a)  Epaphras apparently was a native of Colossae (4:12?).  (b)  Worked not only with the Christians in Colossae but was also trying to assist the congregations in nearby Laodicea and Hierapolis (4:13).  (c)  Was one of those Christians who were trying to make Paul's imprisonment in Rome more tolerable (Philemon 23).
Colossians 1:8 who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. 


'YOUR LOVE IN THE SPIRIT'-'who tells us of the love with which the Spirit has inspired you' (TCNT).

Points to Note:


1.
The Spirit had produced such love in them, for they had been responsive to the Spirit's instruction concerning the why's and how's of true love (1 Cor. 13:4-8; 1 John 4:11; John 13:34-35; Galatians 5:16-6:8).   It is very hard to listen to the gospel message without being impressed with the fact that God is easy to love.  And since we have been recipients of such love, we need to share it with others.

2.
Of course this involved a love for God.  But it also appears that such love was directed towards Paul and Timothy.  Besides being taught by the Spirit, it is also a "spiritual love", for it isn't based upon worldly considerations, i.e. physical attractiveness, social position, etc...  Most of the brethren in Colossae had never seen either Paul nor Timothy, but they loved them.  Like the Colossians, today we have a great fondness for men like Paul and Timothy, because we love what they stood for, we love the characteristics they demonstrated and we admire their devotion to God.

PAUL'S PRAYER FOR THE COLOSSIANS:
'Paul's 218-word sentence starts here at verse 9 and reaches through verse 20.  Beginning at verse 15, however, and continuing through verse 20, Christ's Pre-eminence is set forth.  Hence, 1:9-14 can be considered a unit of thought all by itself..In the original this part of the sentence--six verses in all--has 106 words.' (Hendriksen p. 54)

Point to Note:


Unfortunately, the religious world and even the church contains people who have ceased to have any "use" for prayer.  Some claim that "prayer" is simply a positive mental exercise to psych yourself up to do something.   Is prayer nothing more than an "internal pep rally"?  Let it be noted that the great heros of the Bible were men and women who prayed (Daniel 6:10; Matthew 14:23; James 5:17).  To under-estimate the power of prayer is to under-estimate the power of God.  The prayers of righteous men and women will always be effective, for the God they pray to, is the same God who holds the universe together (Colossians 1:17).   The book of Esther should teach Christians that God can work great things in seemingly impossible circumstances, with very little resources, against great opposition, and with nothing more than "time and chance".


These recorded prayers also serve as good measuring-sticks for Christians today.  Faithful congregations still exist, false doctrine still threatens many congregations.  When we pray for Christians in other regions, we should make sure that we are touching upon the same needs and concerns that Paul mentioned.
Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard {it}, do not cease to pray and make request for you, that ye may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 


'FOR THIS CAUSE'-Probably involving all the blessings manifested by this congregation (1:3-8), including their love for Paul and Timothy.


'WE ALSO'-Paul and Timothy, including those associated with him (4:10-14).


'SINCE THE DAY WE HEARD IT'-i.e. the day they have received the favorable news of the church here from Epaphras.


'DO NOT CEASE TO PRAY AND MAKE REQUEST FOR YOU'-(1 Thess. 5:17).  It would seem that Paul and his associates had prayed for the church in Colossae even before Epaphras had arrived.  But since his arrival and hearing the good news about this congregation (1:3-8), and the threats they faced, prayers for this church had been "re-doubled".  This congregation had become a pre-occupation among Paul and his fellow-workers.


'THAT YE MAY BE FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL'-


'FILLED'-Note how Paul isn't afraid to pray for too much.  'The Lord does not want his people to ask for too little.  In the spiritual sphere he does not want them to live frugally..' (Hendriksen p. 56)  In the absence of miraculous gifts, such as inspiration, this "filling" would only happen as the result of "study" (2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 17:11).


'KNOWLEDGE'-1922. epignosis {ep-ig'-no-sis}; from 1921; recognition, i.e. (by implication) full discernment, acknowledgement: -(ac-)knowledge(-ing, -ment).


'HIS WILL'-And not our will.

Points to Note:


1.
'It is vain to try to serve God without knowing what he desires of us.' (Hendriksen p. 56)


2.
The "knowledge" prayed for isn't "speculation" concerning the nature of God, etc..Rather, it is that each Christian would "fully know" the will of God revealed in the Scriptures.  Carefully note:  (a)  An accurate interpretation of the Bible is more than a possibility, rather, it is God's will for each Christian (Eph. 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:15).  (b)  Some doctrines might be hard to understand (2 Peter 3:15-16), but they are not impossible to understand.  (c)  Each Christian can fully know the Scriptures.  The Bible isn't written on a level only for some elite class.  (d)  It doesn't take you the rest of your life to figure out what God wants you to do.  And neither should it take us the rest of our lives to figure out an essential biblical teaching.  (e)  And the person who says, 'The more I study the Bible, the less I know', is obviously doing something wrong in reference to their study methods.  (f)  Paul didn't see a Christianity in which mature and studied Christians were increasingly more "confused" about the will of God.  Paul didn't see a Christianity in which there would be an "steady increase" in gray areas.


3.
Paul often prays for churches and the subject of a full knowledge, often comes up in those prayers (Eph. 1:17-18; Philippians 1:9-10).


4.
Especially in view of the fact that this congregation was facing or would face false teachers, who boasted in "superior knowledge" (2:8) and "new revelations" (2:18); these Christians desperately need to:  (a)   Know the truth and know it well.  (b)  Be convinced that the religion of Jesus Christ contained the "full truth" (John 16:13).  Robertson notes, 'The cure for these intellectual upstarts is not ignorance, not obscurantism, but more knowledge of the will of God.' (p. 475)


5.
'It's great object is to know the will of God.  We are trying not so much to make God listen to us as to make ourselves listen to him...It so often happens that in prayer we are really saying, "Thy will be changed", when we ought to be saying, "Thy will be done".  The first object of prayer is not so much to speak to God as to listen to him.' (Barclay p. 108)


6.
Today many people ridicule Bible Study, Bible class or preaching.  But such are the exact methods by which this prayer is fulfilled.


7.
For this prayer to become a reality:  (a)  Christians do possess in the Bible "all truth".  If the Bible is incomplete or corrupted, then Christians can't be "filled" with the full and complete knowledge of God's will.  (b)  The Bible is written on a level of which all honest men and women can equally understand.  (c)  The Bible teaches one body of truth.

'IN ALL SPIRITUAL WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING'-


'SPIRITUAL'-as opposed to the wisdom of this world (1 Cor. 1:21).  The type of "wisdom" that goes against the grain of "secular advice".  The Sermon on the Mount is a great contrast between earthly wisdom and God's wisdom (Matthew chapters 5-7).


'WISDOM'-'which discriminates between the false and the true, and grasps the relations in which things stand to each other.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 499)  'discerning the relations of different truths, the logical bearing and consequences of one's principles..' (P.P. Comm. p. 5)

For the best defense against error, is the ability to discern the logical ramifications of Biblical passages.  But this again demands diligent effort.  The willingness to contemplate Scripture, compare passages, make intensely practical applications and the courage to follow a truth to its logical end.  And most importantly, it demands a love for truth (Prov. 23:23; 2 Thess. 2:10-12), and a proper evaluation of self and God (Prov. 1:7)

Points to Note:


1.
The Bible is much more than just a book of facts and figures.  With a full knowledge of the will of God, also comes wisdom and discernment, i.e. the ability to apply it to real life (Hebrews 5:14).


2.
'"Understanding" is...what the Greeks sometimes described as critical knowledge, meaning the ability to apply first principles to any given situation which may arise in life...he is praying that they may understand the great truths of Christianity and may be able to apply them to the tasks and decisions which meet them in everyday living.  A man may quite easily be a master of theology and a failure in living; able to write and talk about the eternal truths and yet helpless to apply them to the things which meet him every day.  The Christian must know what Christianity means, not in a vacuum but in the business of living.' (Barclay pp. 108-109)
Colossians 1:10 to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 


'TO WALK'-i.e. to live, conduct oneself.


'WORTHILY OF THE LORD'-(Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:27; 1 Thess. 2:12).


'UNTO ALL PLEASING'-'to His full satisfaction' (Wms); 'and so please God in every way' (TCNT).

Points to Note:


1.
'This lofty wisdom and insight is not an end in itself.  It must issue in right practice.  Doctrine and ethics are for Paul inseparable.  Right conduct must be founded on right thinking.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 499)
Bible knowledge, classes and personal study that fail to change the life are all in vain for that particular individual.  God doesn't care how many Scriptures you may have memorized, if such knowledge isn't put into practice.


2.
The religion of Jesus Christ and the Bible doesn't exist for mere human intellectual gratification.  


3.
Carefully note that God hasn't left men in the dark concerning what pleases Him.  We don't have to guess or speculate.  God has already told us!  (Micah 6:8; Mark 16:16)


4.
An imperfect human being can please God!  Such isn't an impossible task.  'Walking worthily' doesn't mean that we live like we "deserve" salvation.  It means that we take God and His word very seriously.   That we understand that Jesus died for us and that God has given us His word so that imperfect human beings can realize that the purpose of our existence is to bring honor to God.  To manifest attitudes and behavior that positively reflects upon Him as our Creator (Matthew 5:16; Phil. 2:15).


5.
You might say that "walking worthily" means living a life that says two basic things:  (a)  God's decision to create mankind was a good idea.  (b)  Jesus' death upon the cross to redeem sinful men was a sacrifice well spent.


6.
The only real motive that will last for the Christian.  Is when a Christian makes up their mind that "pleasing God" is the most important thing in life (2 Cor. 5:9; Galatians 2:20)


7.
And why shouldn't we want to please God?  Considering all that God has positively done for us, what would ever cause us to run away from or hold something against Him?  We must be honest, God has treated all of us much better the we deserve (Psalm 103:10).  And God has done something for us, which none of us would have done for God (Romans 5:6-8), much less, each other.  The honest truth is, those of us who are unwilling to place God in first place, must be people who are still pre-occupied with themselves, selfish and spiritually immature (Matthew 6:33; 16:24-26).  Nothing is wrong with God, His will "the Church", or what He has done.  Something is wrong with us.

8.
Also note that the Bible doesn't teach truths which are impractical or truths that are divorced from real life.  You won't find a more down-to-earth religion that the religion of Jesus Christ.   Preaching that goes over everyone's head, preaching that ceases to be practical, preaching that dwells on concepts divorced from real life, is preaching that is devoid of the gospel.

'BEARING FRUIT IN EVERY GOOD WORK'-Which infers that "good works" are by no means just something God has given Christians so that they keep busy and avoid boredom.

Points to Note:


1.
God is very vocal about His people being "fruitful", i.e. productive in their service (John 15:1-6; Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14; 3:14)


2.
God expects "success" in the various good works which we tackle.  Which infers:  (a)  God hasn't given us a hopeless cause.  (b)  God has given us everything we need to succeed (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  (c)  We are capable.  (d)  God wants Christians to enjoy their "responsibilities".  


3.
God demands more than just "rote" in good works, i.e. giving a good work mere token effort.  Too often Christians approach various good works with the attitude, 'I don't suppose you want to learn anything about the Bible, do you?'  'I don't suppose you need any encouragement or help'.  'I don't suppose you want to change your life'.  'It sure looks like to me that this is a hopeless case or situation.'


4.
Note the expression, 'every good work'.  Whether it be teaching others, benevolence, training children, encouraging the weak, correcting the unfaithful, etc..."fruit" of some sort can be borne in all those endeavors.

'AND INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'-Again the emphasis upon a full or true knowledge of God's revealed will.  'all the time learning to know God better and better' (Tay).  This verse may infer that a full and true knowledge of God's will is ONLY POSSIBLE for those Christians who are willing to apply to life and put into action God's truth, i.e. if you don't use it, you will lose it.   If you don't apply it to your own life, you will lose sight of that particular truth.  And that applying the will of God, using it, being involved in good works, IS THE BEST WAY TO LEARN WHY GOD STANDS FOR THAT PARTICULAR TRUTH.  (James 1:22-27)

Colossians 1:11 strengthened with all power, according to the might of his glory, unto all patience and longsuffering with joy; 


'STRENGTHENED WITH ALL POWER'-(Eph. 6:10; Phil. 4:13; 1 Tim. 1:12).  Note that such strengthening is connected with "knowing his will" (1:10).  This isn't some mysterious inner strengthening, that overrides human freewill.  Paul often strengthened the churches by teaching them (Acts 14:22; 16:4-5).  'empowered with all power' (Robertson p. 476)


'ALL'-Consider how Paul prays for the utmost growth among Christians (Ephesians 1:19).


'ACCORDING TO THE MIGHT OF HIS GLORY'-i.e. His glorious might (Eph. 1:19; Romans 6:4)  Eadie notes, 'If we survey the glory of God in creation, the immensity of its architectural power overwhelms us; or in providence, its exhaustless and versatile energy perplexes us; or in redemption, its moral achievements delight and amaze us.' (p. 28)


The same type of "power" is available to Christians, i.e. through the true knowledge of God (Romans 1:16).  If we just allow ourselves to be convicted by the gospel message, motivated by the selfless sacrifice of Jesus Christ, silenced by the grace of God and our own sins (Romans 8:32), then we will be convinced that there is nothing that we cannot face and overcome with such promises, instruction, incentives, warnings and assurances. '..realize the God-like in spiritual heroism, so as to resist evil, overcome temptation, banish fear, surmount difficulties, embrace opportunities of well-doing...and prove that they are able to rise above everything before which unaided humanity sinks and succumbs.' (Eadie p. 28)


'UNTO ALL PATIENCE'-Carefully note the result of such strengthening.  The strengthening that Paul was praying for, wouldn't result in miracles, superhuman strength or the removal of all difficulties.  The strengthening under consideration falls into the moral and ethical realm


'PATIENCE'-5281. hupomone {hoop-om-on-ay'}; from 5278; cheerful (or hopeful) endurance, constancy: -enduring, patience, patient continuance (waiting).

Points to Note:


1.
Consider carefully the contents of these prayers being offered by Paul and his associates. 'There is nothing in this world so practical as prayer.  It is not escape from reality.  Prayer and action go hand in hand.  We pray not in order to escape life but in order to be better able to meet it.' (Barclay p. 109)


2.
And remember, the "patience" which is a godly virtue, isn't mere resignation.  'it does not mean patience in the sense of simply bowing the head and letting the tide of events flow over one.  It means not only the ability to bear things, but the ability, in bearing them, to turn them into glory.  It is a conquering patience...the ability to deal triumphantly with anything that life can do to us.' (Barclay p. 110)  (James 1:2-4; Romans 5:3-5)


3.
Unfortunately, too many members are under the impression that as long as they don't cuss, swear or lose their temper, that they have been "patient".  'It is the ability to go manfully onward in the midst of life's setbacks.' 
  'stout-heartedness under ill fortune' (P.P. Comm. p. 5)

'LONGSUFFERING'-3115. makrothumia {mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah}; from the same as 3116; longanimity, i.e. (objectively) forbearance or (subjectively) fortitude: -longsuffering, patience.


-Which includes longsuffering with people (1 Thess. 5:14).  Sadly, the people we tend to be the least longsuffering with, are those people we claim to love the most, i.e. our parents, spouses, children and especially our own brethren.  'Long endurance that does not retaliate' (Robertson p. 476)

These passages and others infer the truth that causes of distress, trial and irritation will always exist in this life.  The Christian greatly needs patience and longsuffering for the precise reason that MANY EVENTS AND PEOPLE in life will try one's patience and fortitude.   False teachers will always exist.  Suffering will always exist.   The temptation for fulfillment now will always exist, etc..


'WITH JOY'-Listen to Erdman:  'It is possible to endure and to forbear with a spirit which is stoical and sour; but it should be possible for a Christian to meet difficulties and to endure wrongs with a temper of buoyant and triumphant gladness..' (p. 47)  Joyfulness and patient endurance, contentment in the midst of adversity--now that's Christianity (Phil. 4:11-12).


'If joy is not rooted in the soil of suffering, it is shallow.  It is easy to be joyful when things go well...So the Christian prayer is, "Make me, O Lord, victorious over every circumstance; make me patient with every person; and withal give me the joy which no circumstance and no man will ever take from me'. (Barclay p. 110)

Thus the real question isn't, "Are you still faithful?"  The real question is, "Are you happy that you are still faithful?"  Do you resent your tender conscience and morality or do you rejoice in such things?  Are you mad at the church or do you rejoice in the fellowship available with other Christians?

This infers that if one is a Christian and miserable, that such a person is simply "enduring" for the sake of outward appearances, the feelings of others, etc...


THE ABUNDANT REASONS TO REJOICE:
Colossians 1:12 giving thanks unto the Father, who made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; 


'GIVING THANKS'-Gratitude is a prominent theme in this letter (2:7; 3:15,17; 4:2).  Eadie notes, 'such joy is no romantic enthusiasm, for it is based upon experience.' (p. 31)  'Patience, perseverance, and joy should continually be accompanied by a thankful spirit.  In Christianity, it has been well said, theology is grace, and ethics is gratitude. If God's action and attitude toward his people have been characterized by grace, their response to him, in life and conduct as well as in thought and word, should be characterized by gratitude.  Nothing less is fitting.' (F.F. Bruce p. 49)  (Ephesians 5:4)

People often will say, 'Never lose your sense of humor'.  Let it also be said, 'May you never lose your sense of gratitude towards God.'


'UNTO THE FATHER'-Where Paul has us direct our gratitude (Ephesians 5:20).


'MADE US MEET'-2427. hikanoo {hik-an-o'-o}; from 2425; to enable, i.e. qualify: -make able (meet).



-'fitted us' (Con); 'qualified us' (Mof); 'who has qualified us' (NASV). 'to make sufficient, to make competent, to qualify' (P.P. Comm. p. 6).  'Who made us fit or adequate for.' (Robertson p. 476)

Point to Note:


Since everyone doesn't have an inheritance in heaven (1 Thess. 4:13), and yet God desires that all be saved (2 Peter 3:9) it must be assumed that certain conditions need to be met before God "qualifies" one (John 1:12).  Those conditions are hearing the gospel (Romans 10:17); faith (John 3:16); repentance (Acts 17:30); confession (Romans 10:9-10); and baptism (Mark 16:16).


And note, since God "made us meet", such conditions as faith and baptism are not to be viewed as human attempts to merit or earn salvation.  Both are part of God's gracious provisions for our salvation, that we must simply submit to (Eph. 2:1-8).

'PARTAKERS OF THE INHERITANCE'-'to share the lot of those who are living in the light' (Phi).  

Points to Note:


1.
'For his holy people, the people of his choice, God in earlier days provided an earthly inheritance, a land which they might enter and possess.  But the inheritance in view here belongs to a higher plane and a more enduring order than any terrestrial Canaan.' (F.F. Bruce p. 50)


2.
Thus Christians, Jewish and Gentile believers in Christ, the church now constitutes the "people of God" (Galatians 3:26-29; 1 Peter 2:9; Ephesians 2:11-22).  


3.
The "inheritance" stressed in the N.T. isn't the land of Canaan, rather it is heaven itself (1 Peter 1:4).  The Premillennialist is wrong on a number of counts:  (a)  Physical Israel no longer has any role in the plan of God.  (b)  No land remains to be inherited by the people of God, if it does, then it belongs to Christians!  The true seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:26-29).


4.
This inheritance involves all the present and future blessings which come from being "in Christ" (Ephesians 1:3; 2:7).

'OF THE SAINTS IN LIGHT'-Need not be limited to future glory.  Christians who are alive walk "in the light" as well (Eph. 5:8; 1 Thess. 5:5; 1 John 1:7; 2:10).

No matter "who" you are.  If you are a Christian, then God has qualified you to receive the inheritance that is reserved for every faithful Christian!  You, even plain ordinary you, can go to heaven too!

Colossians 1:13 who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love; 


'WHO'-i.e. the Father (1:12).  Now Paul describes their glorious deliverance from a condition of former hopelessness.  


'DELIVERED'-4506. rhoumai {rhoo'-om-ahee}; middle voice of an obsolete verb, akin to 4482 (through the idea of a current; compare 4511); to rush or draw (for oneself), i.e. rescue: -deliver(-er).



-How foolish to assert, 'What has God done for me'!  Or, 'Why should I serve Him?'


'OUT OF THE POWER OF DARKNESS'-'the dominion of' (Con).

Points to Note:


1.
Unfortunately, many members attempt to glorify or romanticize their "unconverted days".  God brings us back to reality (Romans 6:21; 1 Peter 4:1-4).  These were not the days of "wine and roses", rather, they were the days of darkness.


2.
Eadie notes, 'What men should believe and what they should do, what they should rest on and what they should hope for, what the mind should fasten on as truth and what the heart should gather in upon itself as a portion, what the spirit should present as acceptable worship and what the conscience should venerate as a rule of duty--all had been a matter of deep perplexity or hopeless uncertainty to the Colossians prior to their spiritual translation.  There were occasionally in the heathen world shrewd guesses at truth...But the masses were involved in obscurity..Ignorance, vice, and misery, the triple shades of this darkness, held possession of them.' (pp. 35-36)  (Acts 26:18)


3.
And lest the reader suppose that things have changed, and that people outside of Christ in our enlightened 20th Century are close to the light.  Allow me to say the following words:  Evolution, Abortion, Gay Rights, Casinos, Cocaine, Alcohol, Astrology, Pornography and Feminism.  A mere casual reading of bumper stickers will inform you that your neighbors are in darkness just as much as the neighbors and friends of these Christians in Colossae.

4.
And let us also remember the "darkness" that exists in the denominational world, from hence we hear things like, 'It doesn't matter what you believe, just as long as you're sincere.' Or, 'baptism isn't essential to salvation.'

'TRANSLATED'-3179. methistemi {meth-is'-tay-mee}; or (1 Cor. 13:2) methistano {meth-is-tan'-o}; from 3326 and 2476; to transfer, i.e. carry away, depose or (figuratively) exchange, seduce: -put out, remove, translate, turn away.


'THE KINGDOM OF THE SON OF HIS LOVE'-'kingdom of his beloved Son' (Con).

Points to Note:


1.
The Kingdom is a present reality and it was present in the First Century.  You cannot be translated into something which doesn't exist.  What these Christians were delivered from was a real present reality, i.e. the domain of darkness.  Therefore, where they were translated had to be a present reality also.


2.
The Kingdom that the Bible emphasizes isn't a millennial kingdom upon this earth.  It is a spiritual kingdom composed of all Christians (Revelation 1:5-6; 5:9-10).  It is the same relationship which is also referred to by the descriptive title "church" (Compare Acts 20:28=Revelation 1:5-6) and (Acts 2:38,41,47 "added" with Colossians 1:13 'translated'.)


3.
Baptism is an essential part of this translation process, as is faith.  (John 3:5; Acts 2:38,41; 1 Cor. 12:13; Colossians 2:12-13).  In this kingdom is found forgiveness or those in the kingdom are forgiven (1:14)  But God places baptism as the last act prior to the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).

'THE SON OF HIS LOVE'-'This kingdom is also a realm of love, for the Son who rules is the supreme object of the Father's affection.  He is the well-beloved Son; he is "the Son of his love." (Erdman p. 48)  Thus if one is in the kingdom, they are definitely in the right place, as far as God is concerned.  What closer relationship could a person have with God while upon this earth, then be in the kingdom in which His beloved Son rules???

This means that those in the Kingdom have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, for it is the Kingdom that He rules over (Ephesians 1:22-23).  Thus, Jesus isn't a distant Savior.  We don't need angels, Mary, Joseph or the Righteous Brothers to intercede for us or inform the Lord that we are in need (Hebrews 4:14-16).

Colossians 1:14 in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins: 


'IN WHOM'-i.e. in the Son.  Thus being "in the kingdom" is the same as being "in Christ".  Which means:  (a)  Absolutely no redemption or salvation is found outside of Christ (Eph. 1:3).  Or, in other words, those outside the church aren't saved (Eph. 5:23; Acts 2:47; 20:28).  (b)  Those outside of Christ have no favorable relationship with God (1 Peter 2:9-10; Eph. 2:11).  (c)  Again, the significance of baptism is seen.  For baptism stands between one and being "in Christ" (Galatians 3:26-27).


'REDEMPTION'-629. apolutrosis {ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis}; from a compound of 575 and 3083; (the act) ransom in full, i.e. (figuratively) riddance, or (specially) Christian salvation: -deliverance, redemption.


-'Continuing the image of an enslaved and ransomed people' (Vincent p. 467).  Which means that one isn't really purchased by God until they are "in Christ" (Ephesians 1:7).  Now, the price of our redemption is the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19).  Once again, the importance of not only faith, but baptism is demonstrated.  For the final act prior to such redemption is baptism (Mark 16:16).  Which informs us that the "grace" of Romans 3:24 has conditions.  


'THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS'-

Points to Note:


1.
Regardless of what other generations may claim, let it be noted, that what our redemption primarily consists of, isn't the liberation from poor self-esteem or hurtful memories of the past.  But, our own sins, selfish and arrogant acts, were what necessitated our redemption!  Unfortunately, many modern denominations are preaching a "gospel" which in effect blames everyone else for our "bondage".


2.
'When anybody heard the Greek word "ransom" (on which the word "redemption" is based) ..is was natural for him to think of the purchase-money for manumitting slaves.' (Hendriksen pp. 64-65)
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