JOB
Chapters 30-31

“In chapter 30 Job turned to his present state, the word ‘now’ introduces three of the four paragraphs in the chapter (30:1,9,16) to describe an almost incredible reversal of attitude and experience.  Chapter 29 speaks of what the Lord gave to Job and chapter 30 speaks of what the Lord took away (1:21).  He was disrespected by low-class youth rather than honored by nobility (30:1-15), he was disregarded by God rather than blessed by Him (30:16-23), and he was despondent in his intense physical and emotional pain (30:24-31).  This chapter is a poignant cry of one who was acutely miserable socially, spiritually, emotionally, and physically” (Zuck p. 129).

“Successful people at the top of their profession are often victimized by dreams in which they have a fear of falling.  People of fame and fortune may outwardly show the gloss of confidence, but, inwardly, there is the nagging knowledge that fame and fortune are fickle friends.  Subconsciously, they also know that the higher the heights, the greater the fall” (McKenna p. 208).  
30:1 “But now those younger than I mock me”: Young people, rather than respecting him, ridiculed and made fun of him, compare with 29:8.  “Whose fathers I disdained to put with the dogs of my flock”: “Worst of all, his tormentators are the young men upon whom all the rest of the society looks down with contempt.  At one time, Job would not even hire their fathers to watch his dogs.  They represent all the waste and wickedness that he avoided in his disciplined and righteous life” (McKenna p. 208).  Job had the respect of the most respectable and now he has the contempt of the most contemptible (Andersen p. 235). “To be disgraced by peers or superiors would be distressing enough, but he was derided by those who were so low that he would not even put their fathers with the dogs of his flock” (Zuck p. 130).  Please note that Job is not prejudiced against the poor, in fact he has helped many people who were less fortunate (29:12).  Job is venting his disgust for the low-life who choose to be low-life.    

30:2  Such people are useless and weak, unfit and unable to do hard work, that is, unwilling to work hard.  It could be that Job had actually tried hiring some of these men and found them absolutely useless.  No physical stamina.   30:3  They are thin from not having enough to eat and they act like animals “gnawing the ground in an effort to get food” (Zuck p. 130).  30:4 The word “mallow” refers to a plant with sour-tasting leaves that grew in salty marshes and the broom-shrub is a plant that only the desperate would seek to eat for food, especially the roots.  “Thin, hungry and wandering about in the desert” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 752).  30:5  Normal society does not want these people around, they are expelled as if they were thieves, “driven away when they approached inhabited places” (Strauss p. 295).  30:6 “Since they are not welcome in any community, they live in the dreadful ravines among the rocks.  Job bitterly relates how even these people taunt him, now that he is also an outcast living on a dunghill” (p. 295).  Even these people think they are better than me!   30:7 For warmth they huddle together under desert brush. 

30:8 “Fools, even those without a name”: Having no respectful standing in the community, “nobodies”.  “Acting like fools who are so debased that they do not even deserve to be given names” (Zuck p. 130).   “They were scourged from the land”:  That is, they are the scum of society. 
30:9 “And now I have become their taunt, I have even become a byword to them”: “This scum of society—a brood without even names—considered Job scum” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 752).  30:10 Even the low-life do not want to associate with Job, and they even spit upon him.  30:11 Job considered such insults from the scum of the earth to be an arrow from God, and the expression that they “have cast off the bridle before me” seems to mean that such people had cast off all restraint.  They cursed him, spat upon him and might have even physically abused him. 30:12  This could mean that they knocked Job to the ground, blocked his paths, sought to harass and intimidate him.  30:13 “They profit from my destruction”: It could be that they were stealing whatever Job might have left, or they were making the most of this chance to humiliate and hurt Job who had stood for everything they had despised, i.e., honesty, hard work, diligence, sacrifice and so on.  30:15 Job certainly no longer felt safe.  He was surrounded by terrors, and the thought of what this rabble might do to him.  He has lost all respect and safety. “The picture is strikingly violent.  Job’s princely dignity, once so widely acknowledged is now blowing in the wind” (Strauss p. 297).  The imagery in this section is of a man under siege from every direction, he is surrounded, like a wounded animal surrounded by a pack of hungry scavengers. 

30:16 “His soul can absorb no more emotional strain.  His suffering has drained him of all zest for life” (Strauss p. 298).  Compare with Psalm 22:14; 42:4.  30:17 “He was in the grip of suffering for days on end, and at night his suffering was as intense as if swords had pierced to his very bones.  The bones were considered the place of acute pain (Psalm 42:10)  His gnawing pain was continuous” (Zuck p. 131).  30:18  Either Job is saying that his running sores had discolored his garment or that his clothing was twisted by his agonized tossing and turning at night, or that God had grabbed him as if by the garment and had thrown him to the ground. 

30:19 God had cast him into the mire or the mud, Job felt that God was behind this humiliation.  30:20 “I cry out to You for help”: Added to both his social rejection and physical pain, Job feels that God had abandoned him.  He had cried to God for help, but God had ignored his pleas, Job had even “stood up” so he could grab God’s attention, but God had (seemingly) turned His back.  “His effort to get God’s attention by standing up (meaning either in court or in a persistent attitude) was also useless” (Zuck p. 132).  30:21 Job feels that God has not merely been passively absent but actively cruel to him as well.  30:22 God, who had tossed him into the mud, had now tossed him helplessly into the middle of a storm.  30:23 “Job sensed that God would eventually end his life in death.  ‘The house of the meeting for all living’ to which God would bring him means death, the appointed place where all the living eventually meet” (p. 132).  

30:24 Here Job bemoans the fact that in the midst of all this suffering, he had been forsaken by his friends as well.  Job had cried out for help, only to be accused of some secret sin and being a hypocrite.  30:25 When Job had been prosperous he had been sympathetic to the less fortunate, he had been very compassionate and had always extended sympathy to any in distress.  Yet now that Job’s life is hard, no one grieves for him.  Where is the helping hand?  See Romans 12:15; 1 Peter 3:8.  30:26 In this verse the terms “good” and “light” may stand for the help and compassion that Job was expecting from his friends but did not receive.  30:27  Inwardly, Job was in emotional turmoil, literally he was “boiling” on the inside.  He was unable to relax or come to terms with any of this, and only affliction confronted him day after day.  30:28  Each new morning does not bring any rest, comfort, or change.  The word “assembly” may infer that Job actually cried out in public.  30:29 “Jackals live in the desert, and the only place that Job is welcome is there.  The jackals are also known for their plaintive cry, with which he also identifies.  The ostrich, too, is known for its hissing, cackling, and doleful moaning.  The mournful howl of these animals still disturbs the desert nights” (Strauss p. 300).  30:30 This blackened skin may be due to his disease, and on the inside he was burning with a fever.  30:31 “The glad, happy sounds are no more” (Strauss p. 301).  In addition, music that Job had enjoyed in the past, had lost all its pleasure, the verse may even suggest that Job played himself, but no longer found enjoyment in any of this. 

Chapter 31

“The memories of his past glory (chapter 29) followed by the painful recital of his present miseries (chapter 30) are followed logically by an oath of innocence (chapter 31) designed to show that the miseries of the present are undeserved” (Zuck p. 133).  Here is a detailed description of Job’s personal ethics and how he had been living.  It is also a rebuke to his friends and others who felt that Job must have been living a double life to be suffering so much at the present.  

31:1 “I have made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I gaze at a virgin?” Job cites his attitudes as well as his actions.  Not only was he innocent of adultery; he was not even guilty of the lustful look (Matthew 5:28).  Compare with Isaiah 33:5 and Genesis 39.  Notice this high moral standard and the understanding that lust is wrong as well as the actual act.  Do we take being moral this seriously?  Do our eyes control us or do we control our eyes?  Who is really in charge of our thoughts?  (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). “Knowing that the look could lead to desire in the heart, which desire could lead to sinful action, Job had resolved that he would avoid the very source of potential sin” (Zuck p. 134).  

31:2-3 Job had thought that he would be rewarded for his faithfulness, because the obvious lot of the wicked is calamity and disaster (31:3).  31:4  Job believes that God indeed sees all his actions and knows all his thoughts, therefore God would know that he is innocent.  “God could have struck him dead long ago if he had been guilty of breaking his covenant” (p. 135).  31:5  Notice the repetition of the word “if” in the section that follows.  Job is willing to suffer the full consequences, “if” he had been guilty of any of the following sins.  “Not only were his eyes innocent of lustful looks, but his feet were inculpable too.  That is, he had not walked with falsehood as if it were a companion, nor had he pursued after deceit” (p. 135).  Job has been completely honest in his dealings and words.  31:6  Job is willing to be measured or weighed by God’s standard of righteousness, and he is convinced that he would be viewed as righteous after such an examination.  “If he had cheated in weighting out goods for others then he was willing for God to use scales in an honest way to judge him” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 753).

31:7-8  Job was willing to suffer punishment upon his farming efforts if he had turned away from God’s truth.  He was willing to starve if such had happened. This would be true for any sin (“spot”). Do we take living by God’s standards this seriously. Are we willing to suffer the full consequences if we sin?  31:9-10 Adultery here is denied in strong language.  If Job had given into the enticements of another woman he was willing that his wife become a slave for someone else (the grinding of corn by hand with millstones was a menial task of female slaves), and be degraded sexually by others.  “This imprecation demonstrates Job’s firm convictions regarding his innocence, for no man would readily subject his wife to such a terrible curse” (Zuck p. 135).  31:11-12  Here are the consequences of adultery, a crime that is punishable by a court of law, a sin that consumed to the very heart of hell.  “It consumes a man’s soul, destroying his reputation, his conscience, his body, his family relationships, his future, and even his increase (income)” (Zuck pp. 135-136). Is this how seriously we regard this sin today? 

31:13-15 Job denies that he had abused or mistreated his servants, for he had been a very humane master.  He did not abuse his position because he knew that he would answer to God.  “Both he and his slaves were made by the same God in the womb.  Job’s words are a lofty statement about the equality of the human race” (p. 136).  Long before Thomas Jefferson came along, Job knew that God had created all men equal.   

31:16-23 Neither had Job mistreated the widow, orphan, or those less fortunate.  In fact, earlier Eliphaz had accused Job of failing to help those in need (22:7-9).  Job shared his resources, guided the widows, and practiced the truths found in Matthew 25:31ff.  In fact, Job even helped those who were unappreciative of this efforts (31:20).  Neither had he mistreated the vulnerable in court (31:21).  Job had not abused his power or position as an influential man in the community.  Job was also mindful that he had grown up with these people that needed help (31:18).  “Although his money and rank might have allowed him to influence judges and neglect the needy without his being punished, his prominence would be useless in forestalling the judgment of God” (Zuck p. 137).  31:23 Being terrified by God’s ability to destroy the wicked is not a bad thing, along with loving God, this fear of God had helped him stay on the straight and narrow.  

31:24-25 Job denies that he had placed his trust in money or possessions (Matthew 6:19-21).  He was not trying to serve God and mammon (Matthew 6:24).  He was wealthy, but he did not worship or place his confidence in such.  He had controlled his possessions, his wealth had not controlled him.  31:26-28  He had not been guilty of worshiping the sun or moon, and Job believes that such an act would have rightly merited God’s judgment.  Obviously, Job could identify with the person who claims that God is too loving to send anyone to hell.  31:29-30 Job had not rejoiced at the downfall of his enemies or cursed them.  He was seeking to love his enemy as himself. He had not even been secretly glad when an enemy died or faced trouble (see Proverbs 17:5b; 24:17).  31:31-32  Family members and servants in his extended family always had plenty to eat, and Job had opened his home up for travelers and strangers as well. He had been very hospitable.  

31:33 Job knew about Adam and he also knew the specific details surrounding Adam’s life and transgression.  After Adam sinned, he had tried to hide from God (Genesis 3:7-10).  Clearly, Job had sinned in his life, but he had never hidden such sins, but had eagerly confessed them. 31:34  Job is not intimidated by human opinion, if he had sinned, he would have confessed it and faced the consequences, including public exposure. 31:35 Job longed for someone to hear and answer him.  “So like a defendant in court, he signed (figuratively) his statement of his innocence” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 754). He also desires that God would write down in black and white the specific charges against him.   31:36  If God can convict him, then he is willingly to publicly wear such charges against him on his shoulder and as a crown.  31:37 Job is prepared to give to God a detailed description of his conduct and thoughts.  He is willing to be examined in every aspect of his life.  In princely confidence he would approach Him. 

31:38-40  Here Job declares that he had been a good steward of God’s earth.  He had paid his workers well, he had treated his livestock well, and he had not misused the land that he tilled.  Neither had he taken land unjustly or in a shady deal.

Conclusion

Well how will we he measure up?  Are we as concerned about being good, honest, and ethical as Job was?  Is the most important aspect of our lives our integrity before God and man?  Do we cut corners when it comes to personal morality?  Are we willing to be examined by God?  Are we willing to face the ultimate punishment if we have been dishonest, greedy, or lustful?  Are we comfortable with our compromises?  Please note that Job is a man who would have been unwilling to live with himself if he were cutting corners on God’s standard of righteousness.  Compare this section with Matthew 5. 
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