JOB

Chapters 38-39

God’s Confrontation

“At last Job’s plea that God answer him was granted.  Repeatedly Job had knocked on heaven’s door, longing for God to answer (13:22; 31:35).  Or he wished that an arbiter (9:33) or an advocate or intercessor (16:19-20) would speak on his behalf.  But God’s response was nothing like Job had anticipated.  Job wanted a legal hearing, an opportunity to prove the illegality of God’s onslaughts against him. But instead of answering Job’s charges about the Sovereign’s injustices, God asked Job questions!  Instead of answering Job’s subpoena, He issued a subpoena to Job!” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 766).

38:1 “Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind”: God’s answer to Job was accompanied by a violent windstorm.  Sometimes God used storms to dramatize awesome occasions (Exodus 19:16-17; 1 Kings 19:11-13).  Notice that God speaks in His own time, He is not drawn into the argument simply like one more contestant,rather God comes as God.  

38:2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?”  The first thing that Job hears from God, is a rebuke.  Job’s comments and questions had confused the issue rather than shedding any light.  “For Job to suggest that God had become his enemy would only confuse others about God” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 767).  Note that God will say nothing about Job’s suffering; “no discussion was included about the theology of evil.  Instead of answering questions, God asked them” (Zuck p. 163).  Neither does God apologize to Job or explain what was happening behind the scenes.  The very fact that God is the all-wise Creator of the universe should move people to have complete confidence in what He allows to happen in this world.  “Though people cannot understand God’s doings, they can trust Him.  Worship should stem from an appreciation of God Himself, not a comprehension of all God’s ways.  Though puzzled, people should still praise” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 766). 

38:3 “Now gird up your loins like a man”: “When undertaking a strenuous task such as running, working, or fighting, a man in biblical times would gather up his flowing robe and tuck it into a sash-belt (Exodus 12:11; 1 Kings 18:46).  Thus this figure of speech suggests that Job was to be alert and prepared for a difficult task—that of explaining God’s ways in nature” (Zuck p. 165).  “And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!”  Job the plaintiff has now become Job the defendant.  God was not on trial, rather Job was.  “From the agony of his seated posture among the ashes—scraping his skin with a potsherd and suffering from the weight of grief over the loss of family, possessions, health, and friends—Job was confronted by the divine Interrogator with more than seventy unanswerable questions whose subject matter ranged from the constellations to the clods, from the beasts to the birds” (Zuck p. 164).  
One might be tempted to think that putting Job, a man who has suffered so much, on trial is being very unmerciful, but the unmerciful thing would be for God to allow Job to wallow in self-pity and arrogance.  Job is actually going to feel better after this test!  God puts Job, and all of us, in our place in these final chapters.  Job was shown to be ignorant and impotent in contrast to God’s wisdom and power.  If Job could not comprehend or control the natural world, then he had no right to complain about God’s moral care of the universe.  Yet this barrage of questions proves that God had not forgotten about, nor had He abandoned Job, for the Lord chastens those whom He loves (Hebrews 12:5ff).  Let us also remember that the following questions and examples only are the mere fringes of God’s power.

God’s Science Quiz

38:4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?”:  “The creation of the earth was depicted as the construction of a building, with its foundation, dimensions (the meaning of “measurements”), measuring line, footings (the meaning of “bases”), and cornerstone.  Of course Job knew that God had created the earth, but the knowledge was not from personal observation” (Zuck p. 166).  The argument is that since Job was not around to advise God when He created the earth, how could Job possibly hope to advise God now?  Strauss notes that contemporary astro-physics, microscopic physics, and bio-chemistry reinforce this image which conceives of creation in terms of building or erecting the cosmos” (p. 398).  

Modern man needs to remember this truth.  Being absent from the beginning and the design and construction of the universe means that we do not have a right to criticize what God does in His world.  

38:4-6  “When God put the earth into orbit, it was similar to placing parts of a building in place” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 767).  

38:7 The morning stars could be Venus and Mercury.  “The star’s singing is a poetic personification.  In Psalm 148:2-3 angels and stars are together commanded to praise the Lord” (p. 767).  This reveals that the angels rejoiced when they saw what God had made!  Joyful singing was present when the earth was created.  

38:8-11  While the origin of the earth was pictured as the construction of a building (38:4-7), the origin of the oceans is described in terms associated with childbirth.  “In Mesopotamian and Ugaritic mythology, the sea is pictured as an adversary to be defeated by the gods, a great chaotic monster.  But here the sea is not God’s adversary; it is a giant baby, just born, that had to be confined at the moment of birth” (Zuck p. 166).  The ocean surges in self-confidence, but God has confined it by clear shorelines.  Its limits are described as being like a double-door and a bolt that is like a large gate on a city with a bar across the gate for safety. “The sea, born clothed and confined to its cosmic playpen, is now given the paternal command never to cross the appointed boundaries.  Job had nothing to do with this majestic work, which was performed only by God” (Zuck p. 167). 

38:12  God’s control of the earth is also demonstrated by the daily sequence of dawn and darkness.  God brings the dawn every single day, and this is something that Job had never done in his lifetime.  The “dawn knows its place”, that is, the sun always rises in the east.  38:13  The sunrise is described as taking hold of the ends of the earth as if the darkness were a blanket over the globe and shakes the wicked out of it.  “Dawn exposes and disperses the evildoers, who prefer darkness to light (John 3:19)” (Zuck p. 167).  In addition, evildoers often prefer actual physical darkness to light (Job 24:15).  38:14  As the sun comes up the contours and features of the earth become evident, causing it to appear “changed” like clay is suddenly changed when impressed by a seal.  In addition, daylight changes the features of the earth as if the earth had suddenly put on a new bright and colorful garment.  38:15 Day light also stems the purposes or power of evil men.  It often prevents them from carrying out their violent purposes or forces them back into their holds until nightfall.  Please note that a point about God’s justice is being made here.

38:16  Job was equally ignorant of things he could not see, like the true nature of the ocean beds.  The bottom of the ocean is not flat and sandy, but filled with deep recesses and subterranean springs.  In modern times we have discovered that some of these recesses are over 30,000 feet deep.  38:17  Even far more mysterious and hidden is death itself, death here is pictured as having gates that open for its entrants.  To this day modern man stands helpless and ignorant of death.  38:18  How about the width of the earth?

38:19-20  Light and darkness are pictured as having dwelling-places.  Where does light go at night and where does darkness go in the morning?  “Their places and dwellings are inaccessible in the sense that Job could not explain how God moved the earth around the sun” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 768).  38:21  Here is God’s way of ironically affirming that Job did not know, since he was not around, when God set the earth’s rotation in motion.  His years were few compared to God’s eternal nature.  

Note that if God came down this hard on Job for merely questioning God’s justice, how is God going to react to those who deny His existence.  What sort of rebuke will atheists and evolutionists receive? The great lesson in this chapter is humility.  We are finite and limited, to claim that we know more than God about the origin of the universe, right and wrong, and how things should work. is the height of arrogance, yet people are boastfully doing this every day.  

38:22-23  God now has various questions about the weather, which man is still unable to control or influence much to this day.  Yes, man tries to “seed” the clouds, but even this does not seem to be very successful.  Snow and hail appear to be kept in storehouses and released by God when He desires.  He uses them in times of distress and war (Joshua 10:11; Exodus 9:22-26).  38:24 “Where is the way that the light is divided”: “Did he know how light has been distributed around the globe, or how the east wind is scattered” (Jackson p. 80).  To this day with all our technology, man still only can try to “predict” the weather.  Yet changes in the weather still catch even the experts by surprise. 

38:25-27  Job was equally ignorant of how God cuts a channel or path for the rain and the thunderbolt, seeing that no visible “channel” is seen.  God’s gracious providence also extends far beyond mankind.  God sends rain upon the deserts in which no man lives.  God not only cares for the birds (Matthew 6:26), He also waters the plants even in the uninhabited places.  Job could not understand why God would send rain on the desert and have grass sprout in such a place.  38:28-30  Job was also ignorant of the origin of rain, dew, and ice.  Yes modern man can make ice on a limited scale, but nothing like what is seen in nature.  To this man is helpless in the face of drought and a limited snow pack.  

38:31-32  Job knew that God had made the constellations, Pleiades, Orion, and the Bear (the big dipper), but where God showed Job his impotence was by asking if he were able to hold together a cluster of stars or loosen them. Notice the expressions “lead forth” and “guide” in verse 32.  “The Pleiades appear in the spring and thus herald the advent of that joyous season; Orion is visible in late October and so announces the coming of winter.  The question is, therefore, does Job have the power to alter the seasonal changes?” (Jackson p. 81).  38:33 Does Job understand the laws or ordinances by which the stars function?  If the stars operate on the basis of laws then there must be a lawgiver!  “The laws which control the heavenly bodies are the most sublime that are known to man.  Astrologers, both ancient and modern, have mistakenly assumed that the stars determine the destinies of individual men” (p. 81).  God notes that the stars do not control the choices of men, but rather, divine laws control the stars themselves. 

38:34  Job clearly cannot command the clouds to unleash their moisture, so much for various “rain dances”.  38:35  Neither can he command or direct lightning.  

38:36-38  This is a difficult verse to translate, for the word “heart” can mean also “cloud-layers” and the word “mind” can mean “celestial phenomenon”, yet God seems to be saying that God gives man wisdom; yet man in all his wisdom cannot tabulate the number of the clouds nor bring the rain. “The clouds are so numerous and unending that they cannot be counted.  Nor is it possible for anyone to pour out rain as if he were tilting waterskins from the heavens so that the soil would be hardened into mud, and clods would stick together” (Zuck p. 170).

The animal world

“The 12 animals described here, six beasts, five birds, and an insect all exhibit the creative genius and providential care of God” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 768). 

38:39-40  Is Job the author of the instinct that enables lions to hunt for their prey, or does he have the power and wisdom to feed all the lions each day?  What a task, to feed the lions every day, yet God does this without asking anyone for help or raising our taxes!  38:40-41  God also cares for the ravens (Luke 12:24), even though the adults often leave the young alone by themselves.  The point is that if God cares for lions and ravens, then obviously God cares for Job and has not abandoned him. 

Chapter 39

39:1-4  Next God speaks of the wild goats and deer.  Job did not even know the time of their gestation period.  They dwell on wild mountains (Psalms 104:18), they are wild and timid, they give birth out in the middle of nowhere and their young grow up to become strong, yet man has nothing to do with any of this.  “Hidden from civilized man, these mountain creatures bear with ease their young, who soon become strong, grow up, and leave their parents, ready to fend for themselves” (Zuck p. 171).  

39:5-8  Only God can care for an animal that lives in the salt land (around the Dead Sea?), and shuns any sort of civilization, including the attempt to be domesticated.  Who gave this animal such a yearning for freedom?  And notice how God is able to care for animals that want to have nothing to do with man!  “The freedom of the open country is more exciting to the wild donkey than all the hubbub of the city.  He is so far removed from man that he does not hear ‘the shouting of the driver’.  He roams over vast territory, including mountains, to find food—any green thing will do.  Thus his survival is dependent on God’s provision” (Zuck p. 171).  Hence, God has both the power and the goodness to provide for such an animal that refuses all attempts of human intervention. 

39:9-12  This is the wild ox, not the tame or domesticated ox.  “Extinct since 1627, this enormous animal was the most powerful of all hoofed beasts, exceeded in size only by the hippopotamus and elephant.  It was hunted by the Assyrians and is probably to be identified with the aurochs” (Zuck p. 171).  Such an animal, even though strong for plowing, would not even spend one night in Job’s barn (39:9), neither could he be trusted to work the fields (39:11-12).  “Because Job could not effect so small a change as taming a wild ox and using it in his farming, the implication becomes explicit:  Job certainly could not alter the Creator’s ways nor manage His universe!” (p. 172).  

“The translators of the Septuagint rendered re’em by the Greek term monokeros (one horn) on the basis of the relief representations of the wild ox in strict profile, which they found in Babylonian and Egyptian art.  It thus found its way into the KJV as ‘unicorn’” (Jackson pp. 82-83). 

39:13-18  Next God mentions that strange bird, the ostrich.  This bizarre bird, weighing up to 300 pounds and reaching a height of seven or eight feet.  It flaps it wings, but it cannot fly, “the ostrich proudly waves her wings, but they are not pinions of love.  The original term rendered ‘love’ is related to a noun used in Hebrew literature for the stork.  Thus, there is perhaps a contrast between the seemingly rather un-motherly ostrich and the fame of the affectionate stork” (Jackson p. 83).  The ostrich will lay thirty or more eggs in a nest of sand and leave them from time to time.  The outer eggs are at times exposed and so are trampled.  “Hens may desert the nest if they are overfed, or if impatient they may leave the nest before all the chicks are hatched.  If a human disturbs the nest, an ostrich may trample the eggs. Or a hen may sit on eggs in another nest, forgetting her own” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 769).   The stupidity of such a bird is proverbial among the Arabs, yet the same bird can run at remarkable speeds of 40 mph, even outstripping a swift horse.  “The phrase, ‘when she lifts herself on high’ refers to an ostrich’s lifting its head, extending its rudimentary wings for balance, and taking giant strides of twelve to fifteen feet while running” (Zuck p. 173).  Would Job even have thought of making such an animal?

39:19-25  Next is the picture of the warhorse and its excitement for battle.  Job certainly was able to create a horse that could leap like the locust.  “In its spirited eagerness, the horse snorts terribly and paws vigorously, seeming to rejoice ‘in his strength’.  Fearless in its charge into battle, it is undaunted by weapons such as the sword.  The movements of the rider’s quiver of arrows and his spear and javelin against the horse’s side seem to abet the animal on.  He excitedly prances into the ground as if he would swallow it up, and hearing the trumpet, which signals the battle charge, he can hardly stand still.  He says ‘Aha!’ (meaning that he impatiently neighs).  The horse’s majesty, energy, strength, impatience for the battle, and spirit, were proofs of the greatness of Him who had made him” (Zuck p. 174).

In this section, notice the reasoning.  Amazing animals demand an amazing Creator!  

39:26-30  Here we have hawks and eagles.  The annual migration of the hawk toward the south occurred without Job’s input or wisdom.  On the other hand the eagle builds its nest high in the mountains from where it scans the horizon for prey.  “Devouring carcasses and sucking blood may suggest that this bird is the griffon-vulture rather than the eagle” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 769).  Jackson notes that even modern scientists admit that in the final analysis, birds follow a far more ancient guidance system, an instinct acquired in the egg.  Yet from whom did they acquire this “instinct”?  Jackson rightly notes that “instinct” is often a word that man uses to cover his own ignorance.  The truth of the matter is that such instinct came from God!  Such birds have been seen at heights of 10,000 feet and they can spot prey from three miles away.  Did Job have anything to do with this?
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