JOB
Chapters 32-35

32:1 Despite their efforts, Job’s three friends could move Job from his profession of innocence.  “Although Job could reduce them to silence, he could not induce God out of silence!” (Zuck p. 140).  Yet, all the while throughout this debate there has been another human listener (32:2).  32:2 “Elihu”: (eh LIE hew).  “The son of Barachel”: (BAR ah kell).  “The Buzite of the family of Ram”: “His genealogy is longer than that of any other character in the book” (Zuck p. 142).  As a “Buzite” he may have been related to Abraham, for Buz was a brother of UZ and a son of Nahor, who was Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:20-21).  Buz, Tema, and Dedan are also Arabic locations (Jeremiah 25:23).  The name “Ram” may infer that Elihu was an ancestor of king David (Ruth 4:19-22).  

The reader should note that some commentators do not like Elihu or his speeches.  To them he is a “brash and spoiled aristocratic kid on an ego trip.  In their opinion, he talks too much and contributes nothing to the content of the debate.  Many scholars feel as if the Book of Job would have more integrity if Elihu and his speeches were wiped from its pages” (McKenna p. 235).   Yet at the end of the book, God rebukes Job and his three friends (42:6-9), but God never rebukes Elihu, indicating that God liked what this young man had to say.  In addition, Job never responds to Elihu nor do any of the three friends.  

32:2 “The anger of Elihu….burned”: His anger grew and grew as he had listened to both sides in this debate.  This anger was directed to two directions:  towards Job for seeking to justify himself before God (32:2), and toward the three friends because they had pronounced him guilty without any real proof (32:3).  “He seemed to burst in as if he had an answer to the wrongs on both sides and a solution to the impasse” (Zuck p. 142).  Elihu’s view of God and suffering is going to be much higher than that of the three friends, and he will make an honest effort to provide answers to Job’s questions without claiming that Job is suffering because he is a sinner.  While the other friends claimed that Job was suffering because he had sinned, Elihu will argue that Job is sinning (due to pride) because Job is suffering.  His suffering had led him to an attitude of pride before God and a questioning of God’s ways.  He will point out that God can use suffering to benefit people (33:17,28,20; 36:16).  Job will not answer Elihu, because Job may have been silenced by this set of speeches and perhaps his arguments had really made Job think.  In addition, Elihu’s final words prepare the scene for God’s answer (38-41). 

32:2 “Because he justified himself before God”: That is, had basically pronounced his own vindication, rather than humbly allowing God to vindicate him.  Job had defended himself against all wrongdoing while accusing God of doing wrong (40:2).  Job had been more willing to question God’s moral government of the world than his own moral choices.

32:3  He was angry with the three friends because they had condemned Job without any evidence. So far everyone in the book is angry.  The three friends are mad at Job, he is mad at them, and Job feels that God is mad at him, and now Elihu is angry!  32:4 Elihu had been patient.  He had waited to speak because he was younger than Job’s three friends.  Deferring to age was a custom in the East (29:8,21).  32:5  At this point he could tell that the debate was over, and that “the three men had run out of ways to play their one string” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 756). 
32:6-7  He had not spoken because, being younger, he was shy and believed that age and experience should speak.  Instead of just rushing in, Elihu is going to take some time and explain why he has not spoken thus far and why they should listen to him at this point.  32:8-9  Yet real wisdom does not inherently come with age, and God is the true source of wisdom (James 1:5).  Some feel that the expression “it is a spirit in man” refers to God inspiring men to speak by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21).  And the same wisdom can be gained by reading the words inspired by the Spirit, compare with Psalm 119:99.  32:10  In view of this inference that Job and his friends were ignorant, Elihu pleads for a hearing.  The expressions “listen to me” and “let me speak” are repeated in this section (32:20; 33:1,12,31; 34:2,10,16; 37:14).  32:11  He has been a careful listener, and he has weighed all the arguments, and observed that Job’s three friends could not answer Job’s arguments.  32:13 “Do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; God will rout him, not man’”:  The three friends are cautioned against thinking they had the right answers.  “The thought is that man’s wisdom cannot defeat Job’s arguments; only God can do that” (Zuck p. 143).  “He cautions them not to assume that their ‘wisdom’ had defeated Job; only God could vanquish him” (Jackson p. 70).  

32:14  And so Elihu will not use the arguments that the three friends have used.  This approach would be different for he had no need to defend himself against verbal attacks by Job.  32:15-16  Seeing that the three friends had run out of words, Elihu felt it was time to speak.   “Elihu surveys the situation.  Job’s opponents  have been muted, but does that suggest that he should remain silent too?” (Jackson p. 70).  34:17-18   He will speak and he is so full of words that he is almost ready to explode. And verbose he will be!  “Rowley humorously comments, ‘None would dispute this’ (that Elihu is full of words)” (Zuck p. 143).  32:19-20  “His pent-up constraint was compared to fermenting wine about to cause even new wineskins (without a hole for venting) to burst.  He then requested relief from his bottled condition” (p. 144).  32:21 He would be impartial and would not take sides for or against Job, neither would he flatter anyone (32:22), for he feared God. “He has a responsibility to God, who will hold him accountable” (Jackson p. 70).  

Chapter 33

“In Chapter 33 Elihu was answering Job’s question, ‘Why doesn’t God respond to me?’  In chapter 34 the question he was answering was ‘Why doesn’t God relieve me (from my unjust suffering?)’  And in chapter 35, Elihu discussed Job’s question, ‘Why doesn’t He reward me (for my innocence)?’” (Zuck p. 145). 

33:1 Elihu is the only speaker that calls Job by his first name.  Job had previously asked that his three friends would listen to him (13:6,17; 21:2), now Elihu basically says, “I respectfully listened to you, now please listen to me”.  33:3  The words that he was about to speak were on the tip of his tongue and they were honest, upright, and sincere words.  Elihu is redundant, but when one is trying to help someone, one is often redundant. 33:4 Like Job, he is God’s creation (33:6) as well.  “One’s view of his genesis will be reflected in his conduct” (Jackson p. 70). Job had also claimed that God had created him (31:15).  33:5  Elihu is prepared for a counter-argument and he is willing for these men to examine his arguments.  33:6-7  “The young man considered himself to be equal with Job before God (and not superior to him, as had his friends), for both were God’s possessions and creations, formed (literally, nipped) out of clay.  Therefore, because they were equals, Elihu would not terrify him (as Job had frequently said God had done to him (7:17; 9:34; 13:21; 23:15), nor would he pressure him “ (Zuck pp. 144-145).  

33:8-9  He has clearly heard and understood Job’s claims of innocence, in these verses Elihu will summarize what he had heard Job say.  This is a very smart move, for Elihu is not ignoring Job or talking over him, but rather he is saying, “I have heard you, and I understand what you are saying”.  33:10-11 He had also heard Job accuse God of being his enemy (13:27; 7:17-20).  Here he rehearses Job’s complaints that God had been harassing him.  33:12  Right here , Elihu is not afraid to be blunt with Job, for he argues that Job is not right, “for his charges are incompatible with the moral greatness of God” (Jackson p. 70).  
33:13  Job has complained that God will not answer him.  “Well, He is not required to give account to humanity” (Jackson p. 70).  It seems that Elihu thinks that Job is being childish for thinking that God must give account for everything He does and that He must answer everyone’s question.   33:14-15 Yet God has been speaking to Job, but Job had not been listening.  Elihu claims that God speaks in various ways (Hebrews 1:1-2).  God speaks in dreams and visions (33:15).  God no longer uses this method of communication seeing that He has revealed all truth through His Son Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:2; John 16:13).  33:16-18  Such communications are designed to keep a person on the right track, and to keep man from becoming arrogant and falling into destruction.  33:16 “Seals their instruction”: “He communicates warnings to men on their beds, in a manner as solemn and impressive as if it were ratified with a seal, and made as secure as possible.  Being frightened by nightmares (7:14), Job missed the purpose of God’s dream-warnings, namely, to preserve man from sin and death” (Zuck p. 146).  

33:19-22  This is a vivid description of the pain and suffering that Job was experiencing, and Elihu says that God also speaks to men through such suffering.  God can use pain to get a person’s attention and bring them closer to Him (Romans 5:3-5; Psalm 119:71; Hebrews 12:5ff).  C.S. Lewis called pain, “God’s megaphone”. Here is physical pain, felt inwardly to one’s very bones, that causes one to lose their appetite, even for favorite dishes, and which results in losing weight so that his bones protrude.  

33:23-26 Eliphaz had argued that no angels could assist Job (5:1), and Job had complained that he did not have a mediator (9:33), Elihu disagrees.  He seems to be arguing that God has plenty of angels (“one out of a thousand”) that He can send and communicate to Job the workings of His providence.  The word “remind” suggests that the angel here actually communicated with the sufferer. As a result of such a revelation, to one who would listen, there would be restoration of health and fellowship with God (33:24-26). 

33:27  Here is repentance that is publicly proclaimed to others.  The statement “And it is not proper for me”: Could mean, “It did not agree with me”.  “The verb ‘agree’ is literally ‘be even or level’, and from that literal meaning comes the idea of being equal to or of the same value as.  The thought here is that the restored sinner will realize that his sin did not give him any advantage and instead worked against him, for it brought him only sickness” (Zuck pp. 147-148).  33:29  All these things, that is, including allowing men to suffer, God does often, for the purpose of saving men.  Job’s three friends had argued that suffering was a punishment for sins, while Elihu argues that suffering may be disciplinary, and so serve to prevent sin” (Jackson p. 71).  “Elihu viewed suffering as protective, rather than retributive, as a means of keeping man from death rather than as a means of punishment leading him to death.  To the three counselors, sickness was the punishment of a judge for sins committed; but for Elihu, illness was God’s way of getting man’s attention, reminding him of what is right, diverting him from sin” (Zuck p. 148).    
Elihu is closer to the truth than the three friends, yet even he seems to see some sort of sin connected with suffering (33:27).  When God will speak to Job, He will not use an angel (38-41).  Elihu is correct is touching upon the disciplinary or teaching nature of suffering and the fact that such is designed to humble men, for pride had become a problem for Job. 

33:31-33 Elihu earnestly wants Job to carefully listen to him for two reasons.  First, he really wants to clear Job.  He is not Job’s enemy, and he wanted to impart wisdom to Job.  He does not simply want to win an argument, rather, he wants to see Job justified, he wants to work towards what God would desire. 

Chapter 34

In this chapter Elihu turns his attention to Job’s claim that God was unjust in allowing him, an innocent man, to suffer

34:1-4  Here is his introduction.  He will quote Job (12:11) when he referred to the need for the debaters to test the accuracy of his words as the tongue discerns the quality of food.  They need to decide whether or not Job was right or wrong in accusing God of unrighteousness in defense of his own righteousness.  

34:5 “For Job has said”: Here is a direct quotation.  Compare with 13:18; 27:6).  “God has taken away my right”: (27:2).  34:6 “Should I lie concerning my right”: Here is he quoting another statement Job had made.  “Elihu rehearses Job’s words.  He had claimed righteousness, yet God had, by sending calamity, treated him as a liar, Jehovah had, in effect then, ‘taken away his right’” (Jackson p. 71).  34:7 “Who drinks up derision like water”: “Elihu is petrified by such an accusation.  He says that Job scorns God like drinking up water” (p. 71). Eliphaz had basically made the same accusation (15:16).  34:8  In making such an accusation, Job is placing himself in the category of the wicked.  34:9 Elihu is also horrified by the argument that it profits man nothing to serve God faithfully, compare with 9:30-31.  “To say that a person is no better off for having served God is a complaint Elihu answered later (chapter 35)” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 760).  Elihu is not agreeing completely with the three friends, thus in calling Job a sinner, he is not necessarily saying that Job is suffering because he sinned, but rather, he is allowing his suffering to move him away from God and not closer to God.  In his suffering he has made some arguments that only wicked people make!

34:10 “Far be it from God to do wickedness”: Job had argued that God had denied him justice (27:2), and Elihu is going to answer that complaint.  He first makes it very clear that God does nothing wrong (1 John 1:5), including perverting justice (34:12).  Compare with Habakkuk 1:13 and Psalm 92:15, and yet how many people today claim that the God of the Bible has committed injustices?   34:11 God accurately and justly rewards people according to their deeds (2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 2:6-11).  34:13 “Having independent authority as the world’s Sovereign, no one could influence Him away from justice” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 760).   34:14-15  As proof that God is just, is the continuing existence of man!  If God should so choose He would recall every soul (Ecclesiastes 12:7).  God is just with His creation, even though most of His creation continues to deny Him.  The very fact that we, former sinners, are still breathing is proof that God is just and merciful!

34:16-17  How could God govern the world if He was not just?   34:18-20  Another very visible proof of God’s justice and fairness is the way that He impartially judges men on the basis of their deeds and not on the basis of their position, social status, or wealth.  God treats all alike, including kings, judges, princes, and the poor.  In addition, Elihu realizes that all men are created equal before God.  34:20  Even the mighty are not immune from God’s justice.  If they are wicked, often they are taken suddenly, when they least expect it.  God is not influenced by man’s power or money. 

34:21-23 God is not ignorant or misinformed, He knows exactly what people are doing, even those who seek to hide their sins in the darkness.  “God has all the facts in every case.  Unlike human judges, God has no need to investigate cases” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 760).  The inference is that Job has basically accused God to being ignorant of certain details. 

34:24-27  Again, we have the idea that God can take down even the most powerful on this earth, and He will condemn a person, no matter who they are, if they are doing evil.  God is fair.  He does not overlook wickedness even in the high and mighty, and often deals with them in a very public way (34:26).   34:28  God is just in the sense that He cares what happens to the less fortunate and judges those who abuse the poor.  34:29-30 “God’s justice is seen in that, even though He may choose for a while to do nothing about sin and to remain silent to Job’s and others’ pleas for speedily justice, yet He, as the Sovereign Ruler over man and nation alike, will see that a godless man does not continue indefinitely and triumph endlessly.  Job might not see God when He chose to remain silent (23:8-9), but that did not give him the right to condemn God (19:7; 30:20)” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 761).  Job had forgotten that his is not the only case of suffering in the world, and that God is not obligated to answer every question at the moment that people demand an answer.  God operates as He wills, not as Job or any other man wills.  Part of God’s justice is that God is impartial, but Job has been complaining about God’s injustice yet seems to demand that God be partial in his situation, that is, “I want a direct answer now”, even though God does not answer other sufferers in this manner. 

34:31-32  Now Elihu focuses in on Job’s situation.  “Suppose a man, who has ‘borne’ chastisement, says to the Lord, ‘Alright, I have done wrong.  I won’t do it again.  Now, tell me exactly what you were punishing me for?’  Is God obligated to operate on that level?” (Jackson p. 72).  “Elihu was stunned that Job would have the audacity to speak to God the way he did” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 761).  Elihu feels that Job expects God to be answerable at his command, that God must explain His every move, reveal His every decision, and point out to Job anything that Job does not immediately see.   34:33  Is God accountable to man? Must God operate on man’s terms?  Job must decide, because Elihu cannot make this decision for him.  “By telling Job that he must choose, Elihu meant that it was up to Job, not Elihu, to suggest an alternative to God’s ways of running the universe” (Zuck p. 151).    Notice the “if” in verse 32.  Elihu does not come right out and accuse Job of having lived a double life, rather, he is showing that Job is off base by demanding that God explain Himself.    34:34-35  Wise men would agree that Job has spoken some things that are not very wise.  Any wise man can see Job’s speeches for what they were, that is, accusing God of being unfair.  34:36   Elihu does not see rebellion in Job’s past, but he sees it in the present.  Job needs to realize that some of the things he had said are terrible and he deserves to be tried or punished to the utmost, because he has been speaking like unbelieving wicked men on this point.  34:37  “Job clapped his hands in their presence; that is, he treated their counsel with contempt (clapping the hands was sometimes used to silence others)” (Zuck p. 152).  
Chapter 35

Here Elihu answers the claim made by Job that God had not rewarded him for his innocence.

35:1-3  Earlier Elihu had quoted Job as having said that a righteous life seemingly does a person no good (34:9) (9:30-31).  “How could Job ever hope to be vindicated by God as being innocent while at the same time he insisted that his innocence was of no value before God?  Such a position was inconsistent” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 761). 

35:4  Notice that Elihu seems to distance himself from Job and Job’s three friends.  He will answer all of them, for none of them has provided the right answer to this question.  35:5-8  Notice the “if”.  Elihu does not accuse Job of having lived an evil life, but his point is that God is neither affected by man’s rebellion nor his righteousness.  Human conduct only affects other men.  He is not arguing that God does not care how people live, rather he is arguing that God’s response of justice toward man is self-determined and not man-centered.  “God is not under man’s control or subject to man’s bribes.  God’s standards of justice are not flexible or partial.  If He shows mercy, it is not because He has been induced by man’s goodness; and if He inflicts judgment, it is not because He has been injured or fears man” (Zuck p. 154).  Elihu seems to be saying that human sin cannot ultimately hurt or destroy God, but human goodness does not mean that God should immediately reward or bless man either.  Job’s friends argued that God immediately punishes the sinner, but it seemed that Job was equally arguing that all his goodness should have an immediate reward.  

35:9-12  Elihu admits that injustices happen in this life, and evil or prideful men oppress innocent people.  Job had complained that God seemed indifferent to the cries of the righteous (24:12; 36:13).  Elihu responds that when some people suffer, they are merely crying out for relief, and not for the purpose of glorifying their Maker.  The truly humble person will not simply cry out for relief, but they will seek to learn from the suffering the valuable lessons that God wants them to learn (35:10-11).  “When men, in their ‘pride’ claim relief as a right, they are not heard” (Jackson p. 73). 

35:13-14  Not only will God not answer such “empty cries”, that is cries that simply want relief, but obviously God will not answer Job who has even complained that  God does not see what is happening (9:11; 23:8-9; 33:10).  Nonetheless, Job’s case is before God, but Job must be patient and wait for an answer.  Job had made the mistake of thinking that he has the “right” to expect or demand an answer from God any time that something does not seem right and that he has the right of relief from suffering. 

35:15-16  Job had claimed that God is indifferent to injustice or sin, and in doing so Job had spoken without knowledge.  In the chapter 38, God will argue that Job has spoken without knowledge. 
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