JOB
Chapters 26-29

“In contrast with the shortest speech in the book (chapter 25) chapters 26-31 comprise the longest.  Job replied first to Bildad (‘you’ in 26:2-4 is singular), but later (in chapters 27-31) to all three (“you” in 27:5 is plural)” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 748).  These chapters (26-31) are also Job’s final response to his critics.  In this section, Job will repudiate Bildad’s wisdom (chapters 26-27), talk about God’s wisdom (28), express a desire for his past glory (29), bemoan his present misery (30), and declare his innocence (31). 

26:2 “What a help you are to the weak!”:  Job declares that Bildad’s counsel and help have been absolutely worthless.  26:2-3 “Abundantly provided”: “Speaking of the ‘helpful insight’ Bildad had ‘abundantly provided’, Job was no doubt sarcastically blasting Bildad’s short speech, which was given without help, without insight, and without kindness” (Zuck pp. 115-116). “Job identifies his own position as powerless, weak, and without wisdom to deal with the mysterious circumstances of his suffering, Bildad, however, is commended as the one who could help him, hold him up, and counsel him (26:2-3).  But rather than meeting his needs, Bildad charges him with sin, labels him as wicked, and reduces him to a worm” (McKenna pp. 186-187).  26:4 “And whose spirit was expressed through you?”:  Job seems to be saying that obviously God was not speaking through Bildad, so whose “spirit” was speaking through him?  Was he just parroting someone else’s theology? 

26:5 “In contrast to his friend’s limited exaltation of God (25:3-5), Job majestically sweeps beyond.  Even those in Sheol (figuratively beneath the waters, or earth, Philippians 2:10) are naked before God” (Jackson p. 61).  The expression “departed spirits” seems to refer to the “elite” among dead, i.e., the once powerful.  Job notes that God rules over the realm of the dead,  and the departed spirits tremble, which indicates consciousness after death.  26:6 The word “Abaddon” means “destruction” and is a synonym for the side of Sheol that includes the wicked.  “Even the elite dead are in anguish because God knows and sees them” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 749).  26:7 “He stretches out the north over empty space”: “God’s creation of the skies was likened by Job to His stretching out a tent on a pole.  The ‘north’ is the celestial pole around which the universe appears to revolve.  The earth was viewed by Job as being supported by nothing material and therefore as being sustained only by God” (Zuck p. 117). 

26:8 Job is amazed at how the clouds can be full of water like waterskins, and yet remain suspended in air without releasing their water.  26:9  God can even use the clouds to obscure the moon.  26:10 The term “circle” here may refer to the horizon, which appears to be circular, where light and darkness begin and end when the sun arises in the east and sets in the west.  Or the term “circle” may refer to the dome shaped outline of the sky.  This suggests the curvature of the earth, compare with Isaiah 40:22.  26:11 The “pillars of heaven” probably refer to the mountains that figuratively appear to support the sky.  God can even shake the mighty mountains.  26:12  God controls the oceans. We literally see this when Jesus calmed the sea. The term “Rahab” appears to refer to a pagan sea monster, and the idea could be that God is superior to all mythological representations of evil.  26:13 God’s mere breath completely clears the sky after a storm.  The “fleeing serpent” may be a parallel to “Rahab” in 26:12.  26:14 “Behold, these are the fringes of His ways”: This is just a sample, a meager fringe of God’s power.  This is just the outside edge!  “How faint a word we hear of Him!”  “People are so distant from God that they heard only a whisper and obviously then cannot possibly fully comprehend all God’s activities in His power” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 750).  This seems to be a rebuke to Bildad who claimed to understand God’s providence.  “If one can see that the Lord’s operations in nature are not to be fully fathomed by man, how much more His working among humanity?  Since Zophar fails to come forward at this time, Job continues” (Jackson p. 61). 

Chapter 27

27:2 “As God lives”: This is an oath, “thus asserting that what he was about to affirm was as certain as God’s existence” (Zuck p. 119).  Yet Job must swear by a God that he claims that taken away his right, that is, has refused to hear his case, and thus has embittered his soul (7:11; 9:18; 10:1).  “Despite his complaints about the justice of God, he still has the confidence to swear by Him.  Backing up his oath, Job risks everything he has, is, or will be on the character of God—my justice, my soul, my breath, my lips, my tongue, my integrity, my righteousness, and my heart (2-6)” (McKenna p. 190).  27:2-3 As long as Job has life he will speak the truth, which means maintaining his innocence and disagreeing with the views of his friends.  They had advised him to repent, Job believes that such an action would be dishonest and hypocritical (27:4 ).  He will maintain his integrity until the end of his days, he also denies any awareness of sins such as his consolers had charged to him (22:6-9).  His conscience remained clear!

27:7 In maintaining his innocence it is clear that Job is not excusing sinners, for God gives a clear description of condemnation for the wicked.  Job will point out that the godless man has not hope (27:8), and neither does God answer their cries in times of distress.  The question here, when Job says, “May my enemy be as the wicked”, is whether or not he referring to his three friends who have become his opponents.  27:10 In addition, the wicked will not delight in God nor will they continually call upon Him, thus demonstrating that they are ungodly.  But Job is still calling upon God even in his distress.  

27:11 “I will instruct you in the power of God”: In contrast to the wicked, Job could even teach his friends a number of things about God.  Compare with 22:22.  27:12 Yet such teaching would only be a reminder of what they had already seen, so why were they acting so foolishly in ignoring such obvious truths?   27:13-23 Notice that God does deal with “tyrants”. The wicked tyrant may have many children, indicating that God does not always immediately cut off the wicked in this life.  Remember, Job has never denied that the wicked will eventually be punished.  Zophar contended that the wicked thrive only for a short time (chapter 20), Job disagrees.  Job contends that God does ultimately judge the wicked, but this may be after a full life of ease and prosperity.  Compare this section with Zophar’s words in chapter 20.  Here Job appears to copy what Zophar said and then applies it to Zophar and his friends.  

27:17 What ungodly men have accumulated does often end up in the hands of godly people (Psalm 39:6; Proverbs 13:22).  Note, this does not mean that one godly person gets everything that one wicked man had.  27:18  His house or family that appears to be so strong is actually as flimsy as a spider’s web, or a temporary hut built by a farmer during harvest season so he can guard his crops.  27:19 One day the wicked man is rich, but the next day all this changes.  Not only would he lose his possessions, but he himself would be gone as well. 27:20 “As in verse 19, calamity calls him from his night chambers.  The wicked man is haunted by terrors night and day (Isaiah 28:17; Hosea 5:10; Amos 5:24)” (Strauss p. 267).  27:21 Here the sudden troubles that come upon the wicked are compared with a scorching east wind and a whirlwind, and will carry him away from his supposed place of safety from which there is no escape.  27:22 He will try to escape, but all his attempts will be unsuccessful.  27:23  When the wicked are overtaken, people in the world do rejoice or mock their downfall.  Compare with Jeremiah 49:17; Ezek. 27:36; Zeph. 2:15. 

Chapter 28

“In this chapter Job affirmed people’s inability to ascertain God’s wisdom fully, in contrast with the triad of antagonists who claimed they knew what God was doing in Job’s life” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 750).  Compare this section to what Job said in 26:5-13.   Job might be reminding his friends that though one may be confident that the wicked will be punished eventually, the “how” and “when” of such matters are within the province of God’s wisdom.  “Man, therefore, as a finite creature, can never hope to analyze the seeming irregularities in, and exceptions to, the consistent administration of divine justice in the world” (Jackson p. 62).  

28:1-11 In this section Job comments upon man’s engineering ability to go deep into the earth to mine silver, gold, iron and copper.  By means of this skill, light is brought into the earth’s darkness (3-4).  The miner tunnels into places that have never been seen by other creatures (5-10).  “Miners, forgotten by people walking above the mine, hang and dangle, apparently while being lowered by ropes into mining holes” (28:4) (Zuck p. 123). 

28:12 Yet in spite of man’s technological marvels, man cannot dig into God’s hidden or secret wisdom (Deuteronomy 29:29).  In fact, for man to know anything about the ways of God, God must reveal it to man (1 Corinthians 2:9-13).  28:13 Such wisdom is not naturally found on this earth and neither do most men comprehend its true value, as they would silver or gold.  He can discover hidden treasures in the earth, but not divine wisdom.  This should remind us that such wisdom cannot be found on a mountaintop or in the desert.   28:14 It is not found in the ocean, like some kind of oracle in the supposed lost city of Atlantis.   28:15-19  It cannot be traded for, nor bought, with precious stones.  Notice the list of gems that are mentioned in this verse, including coral and crystal. The things that men value most cannot purchase such wisdom. 

28:20 This is almost a repeat of verse 12.  How does one gain or find such wisdom then?  28:21 “No one can locate the hiding place of wisdom.  Neither heights nor depths provide a vantage point for observation” (Strauss p. 278).  28:22 Death and destruction had only heard a rumor concerning the source of wisdom.   28:23-24 Only God knows, for He is omniscient, seeing, hearing and knowing all.  “His looking ‘to the ends of the earth’ and His seeing ‘everything under heavens’, all in one immediate glance, contrast’s sharply with man’s laborious searching and probing for wisdom without finding it” (Zuck p. 125).  28:25-6 God’s wisdom is also seen in His orderly working of nature. “Although storms appear to be without order, their elements were determined by His wise, creative genius.  The weight (force) of the wind, the measure (amount) of water, a limit (literally, decree, law, rule, regulation) for the rain (thus indicating that rain is not haphazard or by chance), and the path followed by the thunderbolt—all were determined by God” (p. 125).  28:27 By such wisdom God established laws for all such physical manifestations. 

28:28 “And to man He said”: Here is the only way that man can know God’s wisdom, God must speak (Hebrews 1:1-2), and reveal the answer.  “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom”: To stand in awe of God is the only path to true wisdom (Proverbs 9:10; Psalm 111:10).  “Reverent submission to the gracious will of God is the only place in the universe where one gains hope of ultimate victory over sin and evil” (Strauss p. 279). 

“All man’s scientific investigations, technological advances, and intellectual achievements—remarkable as they are, whether in Job’s day or the present, fail miserably to provide ‘a full explanation of God’s government or to disclose all that we would wish to know about God’.  Instead, real wisdom consists in establishing one’s life in submissive veneration before God, in revering God in an attitude of confidence that He does all things right (although that rightness may not always be apparent to man).  True wisdom also consists in a rejection of evil, in a regulating of one’s conduct in paths of piety, and in actions and attitudes that accord with God’s standards of holiness and godliness.  Fearing God and turning from evil may be summarized as adoration of God and obedience to God.  Thus the truly wise man is the one whose life is centered on God, not self, and is regulated by God.  Man in right relationship with God, worshiping Him, serving Him, obeying Him—that is wisdom and understanding!” (Zuck p. 126). 

This chapter answers the claim presented by Job’s friends that Job needed to repent.  Chapter 28 argues that Job had been fearing God all along and hating evil.  

Chapter 29

In this chapter Job recalls the “good ole days”.  Here he expresses his longing for his former days of prosperity and happiness.  “Job begins his defense by recalling the glory of his past.  If anyone exemplified prosperity as a proof to righteousness, it was he.  Wistfully, Job remembers every detail of his glorious past” (McKenna p. 203). 

29:1-3  Back then God watched over him, and illuminated his path.  Note that the first thing Job misses is his close fellowship with God.  “The sense that God had now left him was more painful than his other miseries” (Zuck p. 127).  29:2 “Months gone by”: Suggests that several months had passed since disaster had struck.  29:4 Job had been in the prime of his life, and he had felt that God was truly his friend and protector.  Job had clearly felt the “hedge” that God had placed around him.  29:5 God was with him then and so were his children. 29:6 Butter and oil were symbols of prosperity, ease, and plenty.  29:7-10 Job also had enjoyed social prestige.  Apparently, Job had occupied a very important position in the community, He was highly respected not only by the young, but also by those older. In fact, even the powerful became quiet when he spoke.  Remember, elders held court sessions at the city gate (Deut. 21:19; 22:15; Joshua 20:4).  

29:11 People respected Job’s wisdom and really listened to what he had to say.  “Those who heard of him, or witnessed his activities, could testify to the fact that:  he helped the poor, the desperate, the fatherless and widows (12-13); he exercised justice by assisting the handicapped—even strangers (14-16)” (Jackson p. 63). In modern language, Job says that he was the champion of the underdog.  In fact, he helped despondent grieving widows to the point that they sang for joy.  29:14 “His exercise of justice was so consistent and so evident that they were like a robe and a turban” (Zuck p. 128).  29:15-16 He helped the needy to the point that he became to them a second father.  He was so concerned with justice and righteousness that he even took upon himself the cases of complete strangers.  29:17 He was able to stop the wicked as they sought to take advantage of the less fortunate.  “Job rescued the poor from their ruthless oppressors, but he also destroyed the power of the aggressor” (Strauss p. 287).  

29:18 “Then I thought”: “Due to his efforts in personal righteousness, Job had anticipated living a long, happy life with blessings abounding” (Jackson p. 63). Job had felt very secure in his blessings.  The phrase “I shall die in my nest” may refer to Job dying surrounded by children, descendants and prosperity.  29:19-20 “He enjoyed refreshing stability (his root below ground spread out to the waters), prosperity (dew was on his branches above), glory (perhaps that word means ‘an enviable reputation’), and strength (the bow was a symbol of strength, and its being renewed in the hand suggested perennial strength)” (Zuck pp. 128-129). 

29:21-23 Job remembers how men had been eager for his counsel and had received it as refreshing rain.  29:24 “With cheerfulness, he was able to help others overcome discouragement” (Jackson p. 63).  Notice how Job was not discouraged by their despondency but had been a source of strength to others. 29:25 People eagerly accepted his counsel, and followed his advice like men follow a chief or king.

The very fact that Job reflects on the past seems to infer that not only had Job lost heath, children, and wealth, but he had also lost all respect, standing and position in the community.  No one wanted to listen to what he had to say anymore. In addition, Job may also be feeling betrayed.  He had helped so many people in the past when they were down, yet now no one is helping him. 
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