JOB
Chapters 18-21

“Bildad continued the theme Eliphaz had begun in this second round—the fate of the wicked.  Bildad seemed to take his cues from his senior, for he touched on many of the same subjects:  darkness comes to the wicked (18:5-6; 15:22-23), the wicked are like plants that do not thrive (18:16; 15:32-33), flames destroy the wicked (18:15; 15:34), the affluence of the wicked is removed (18:7; 15:27-31), the tents of the wicked are destroyed (18:14-15; 15:34)” (Zuck p. 81).  One should note that Bildad’s second speech is similar to his first one.  He began both speeches by asking “How long?” (8:2; 18:2), he referred to Job’s loss of his children (8:4; 18:19), and in both he speaks of withering plants and the tent of the wicked.  In his first speech he did hold out to Job the hope that would follow repentance, but such an offer is missing in this second speech. 

18:2 “How long will you hunt for words?”:  “He likened Job’s talk to unintelligent ramblings in which he was unsuccessfully  trying to find the right words” (p. 82).  “Show understanding and then we can talk”: That is, “start making sense”, agree with Bildad and his friends, then they can have an intelligent conversation.  Bildad is wearied by what he sees in Job’s constant search for arguments in which to entrap them. 

18:3 Job had noted that the wild animals understood more about the topic of undeserved suffering than his friends did (12:7-9), and Bildad is insulted by such a claim. 

18:4 “O you who tear yourself in your anger”: Job had lamented that God tore him in His anger (16:9); Bildad responds with a different idea, that Job was actually tearing himself in his own anger, and that his hardships were the results of his own sins.  18:4 “For your sake is the earth to be abandoned, or the rock to be moved from its place?” Bildad complains that Job is insisting that God change the nature of the universe to accommodate Job’s claim that he is an exception to the moral order. “If the established order of the universe dictates that suffering is the empirical proof of sin, does Job think that this order is to be modified for him?” (Strauss p. 173). “How could Job expect God to alter reality for his sake?  Would everything give way to him, as if he were the only man on earth?  Would God bend His ways just for Job, removing even firm things such as rocks?” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 740). 

18:5 “Indeed”: Notice Bildad’s absolute confidence that such things always happen to the wicked in this life—and Job fits in that class.  Obviously things are not true just because someone sincerely believes them to be so.  “The light burning in a house is symbolic of continuous prosperity (Proverbs 13:9; 20:20; 24:20), the extinction of these symbols of happiness and prosperity is a mark of judgment on the household” (Strauss p. 175).  18:6 The term “tent” indicates that when this book was written many people still lived in tents. 18:7 “His vigorous stride is shortened”: The confident stride of the prosperous man comes to an end.  “And his own scheme brings him down”: He is defeated by his own wicked plans that come back upon him like a boomerang. 18:8 In verses 8-10 six different words are used for what we would call a “trap”.  The “net” is for catching birds or men, and the “webbing” is a light, interwoven covering over a pit. Notice the expression by his own feet, that is the wicked are caught up in their own schemes.  What Bildad says here is often true—what is false is the claim that Job is such a wicked man.  18:9-10 The “snare” is a bird trap, and the “trap” that “snaps shut” is one with some kind of mesh.  The “noose” hidden in the ground is a rope with a noose, and the “trap” on the path is the general term (Zuck p. 83). “The world of God is one network of snares for the wicked man” (Davidson). 

18:11 As a result of all these imminent dangers facing the wicked such a person is continually frightened and fearful (Proverbs 28:1).  18:12 “His strength is famished, and calamity is ready at his side”: The wicked man may be worn out and tired, but the calamity that stalks him remains hungry and ready to strike.  18:13 “His skin is devoured by disease”: Clearly a direct attack on Job who had a disease-ridden body. “The firstborn of death devours his limbs”: This could mean “death in its most terrible form”.  “A better meaning may be that among man’s diseases known as death’s children because they serve death’s purposes Job’s (disease) was the worst” (Zuck p. 83). 

18:14 “He is torn from the security of his tent”: In this verse death is pictured as the king of terrors, before whom Job will be dragged as a captive.  Yet Bildad has not been listening to Job, for Job has been looking at death as a release from his suffering. In addition, the Christian should not fear death (Hebrews 2:14-15; Philippians 1:21,23).  18:15 “There dwells in his tent nothing of his”: His possessions pass on to others (Ecclesiastes 2:18f), or are removed by God’s judgment. The use of the term “brimstone” may either refer to the practice of using sulphur to fumigate the room where a corpse had lain, or an inference that Job’s losing his prosperity was an act of Divine judgment (Genesis 19:24; Deuteronomy 29:22-23). 

18:16 The wicked man becomes like a rootless, branchless tree.  This may also be a veiled reference to the fact that Job had been deprived of all his children, and yet that point will be driven home in 18:19  18:17 People do not remember the wicked according to Bildad, he is banished into darkness, and his entire family perishes.  “Lack of descendents was considered a terrible fate, for a man’s name would not be perpetuated” (Zuck p. 84).  18:20 Such a fate would appall people everywhere. 18:21 “Surely”: Notice again the absolute confidence of Bildad, and there are no exceptions to this rule! Bildad reasoned that since Job had lost his possessions, children, wealth, and reputation, and was plagued by numerous calamities, it is obvious that he is wicked.  The term “wicked” means a “deviate” person. The inference as well is that Job does not even know God, for how can a person who refuses to repent “know” God? 

Chapter 19

19:1-2  Twice Bildad had began his speeches with “How long?” (8:2; 18:2).  Now Job throws back at him and his friends his own “How long?”  “Rather than helping, their bitter words had only added to his vexation, causing him to feel pulverized under the emotional weight” (Zuck p. 85).  19:3 “These ten times”: “Ten times” is an idiom meaning “often”, they had repeatedly insulted him and they were not ashamed.  19:4 “Even if I have truly erred, my error lodges with me”: Job argues that even “if” he had sinned, it was between him and God and was not their business.  19:5 “Their tactics were clear to Job:  they were acting superior to him (12:3; 13:2)” (p. 85). 19:6 Job has news for his friends.  He has not sinned, but God had wronged Job.  His friends were arguing that God was punishing him and Job agrees—Job simply argues that God was punishing him for nothing.  Bildad had argued that the godless man is caught in his own net (18:8), Job counters that he was caught in God’s net.  Both Job and his friends regarded Job’s suffering as coming from God, but their reasons were different.  The three friends looked upon these sufferings as a punishment for sin, Job looks upon the same sufferings and totally unfair actions. 

19:7 Job’s cries for justice go unheard by both friends and God.  “I’ve been wronged!”  19:8-12  According to Job, God had obstructed his path, darkened it, removed his place of prestige in the community, demolished him like a building, uprooted him like a tree, viewed Job as His enemy, and surrounded Job like a besieged city. “When Job added that the troops camped around his tent, he expressed the extreme unfairness of God’s actions.  Why would numerous troops need to surround one meager man in a mere tent?” (Zuck p. 86).  Bildad had described the troubles of the wicked, and Job responds that all his troubles were caused by God, and not his own doing. 

19:13-14  Because of his sufferings Job has lost family and friends.  This section of Scripture reveals another consequence of his suffering, isolation and loneliness.  19:15-16 Even the servants in his household are removing themselves from Job. “It is bitter humiliation to be ignored by his personal attendant when he called him and even begged him” (Zuck p. 87).  “His social status has been obliterated; even the slaves will not respond when he personally calls them” (Strauss p. 186).   19:17 “My breath is offensive to my wife”: This is the only reference to Job’s wife outside of 2:9-10.  Evidently as Job tried to find comfort in the arms of his wife, she would draw away from him, due to the bad breath caused by his illness. 

19:18 “Even young children despise me”: The very ones who should show respect for Job and his age.  “Youngsters made fun of Job instead of showing the customary respect due to elders (30:1, 9-10)” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 741).  19:19 His best friends forsake him, those he thought would never turn against him. “Job lacked even the solace that normally comes from friends and loved ones in times of affliction” (p. 741).  19:20 He continues to lose weight and he has barely eluded death thus far, just by the “skin of his teeth”. ”The essence is—‘I have nothing but my bones and the skin on my teeth’” (Strauss p. 187).  19:21-22 Here is a plea for mercy from his friends.  They did not need to persecute and attack him, for God was already doing a good and thorough job. “And are not satisfied with my flesh?” It seems like his friends are like wild animals and will settle for nothing less than his flesh.

“Just after Job was at his lowest ebb, he rose to his highest peak.  Forlorn, wracked by pain, and maligned by both God and people, he then mounted in spirited confidence to a future vindication of his cause.  This is a magnificent burst of faith” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 741).  ”But it is just here, when everything is blackest, that his faith like the rainbow in the cloud shines with a marvelous splendor” (Zuck p. 88). “This chapter is a skyscraper among the forty-two chapters of Job that form the beautiful skyline of this poetic masterpiece” (p. 84).  

19:23 “Oh that my words were written!  Oh that they were inscribed in a book!”  This is actually what really did happen.  God had the account of Job’s suffering written for all time.  Since Job thinks that he will die before all of this is resolved, he cries out that this case would not be forgotten, but recorded in a book.  19:24 “That with an iron stylus and lead they were engraved in the rock forever!”  He wanted his story carved into solid rock and then the letters carved filled with lead.  “This memorial would allow future generations to judge the justice of his case” (Zuck p. 89). “An ancient example of the use of lead in stone is Darius I’s Behistun Inscription” (Strauss p. 189). 

19:25 “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives”: The term “Redeemer” means “to lay claim to a person or thing, to free or deliver”.  “A redeemer in the Old Testament was a person who provided protection or legal preservation for a close relative who could not do so for himself (Lev. 25:23-25; Ruth 4:4-15)” (Zuck p. 89).  “It was his responsibility to restore the fortune, liberty, and name of his relative, when necessary, and to redress his wrongs, especially to avenge the shedding of innocent blood” (Jackson p. 52).  

The question is Who is this Redeemer in which Job has placed all his hopes?  Job had complained that God had become his enemy (19:11), is Job now saying that in spite of the fact that God is against him, that ultimately God will vindicate him?  Although he expected death, he was confident that a defender, a redeemer, or protector was alive and would certainly take up his cause and vindicate him.  Christians need to remember that the One who has restored our liberty is Jesus Christ!  

19:25 “And at the last He will take His stand on the earth”: Millennial writers seek to interpret this as meaning that Jesus will rule on the earth at the end of time, but the Bible has the earth being destroyed at the last day (2 Peter 3:9-10). Zuck notes that the words “at the last” in the Hebrew is an adjective, and it describes the Redeemer as the “last one”, or “He who comes last or later”.  “God will have the final say, as it were” (p. 90).  Others see this verse as teaching the coming of Christ and His death upon the cross for our deliverance.  Yet Job is not talking about a deliverance from sin, for he claims to be innocent, but rather a vindication of his innocence. 

19:26 “Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God”: This is a powerful insight into Job’s understanding and what men knew about God and His truth in ancient times.  Job expects to “see God”, but apart from his physical body.  Here is the doctrine that man survives the death of the body, and that man is conscious apart from the body.  The expression “from my flesh” does not mean “from the vantage point of being in the body”, for Job has just declared that this happens after his skin is destroyed, rather he is talking about seeing God apart from his body. 

19:27 Job clearly expects to see God after death.  And he would see God and not someone else.  “He himself would see God, face to face, and he would not be a stranger or enemy to God, as he was then” (Zuck p. 91).  “When he sees Him, He will appear as a friend, not as an enemy or stranger” (Strauss p. 191).  “My heart faints within me!”  So overcome with the thought of seeing God, that Job declares such a thought too wonderful for him.  “It is wonderful, but not too wonderful to be possible” (Strauss p. 192).  “He was emotionally drained by the very thought of meeting God and having Him once and for all vindicate rather than vitiate his cause” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 742).  One thing is absolutely clear, Job knew that he would exist as a conscious person after the death of his body.  “In this time of storminess in Job’s life, moments like these help us to see why Jehovah’s trust in him was justified (1:8; 2:3); truly, he is a man of genuine faith” (Jackson p. 52).  Do our hearts almost faint with the thought of seeing God?

19:28 In these final two verses of this chapter Job gives his critics a warning.  If they continued in their efforts to accuse him of sin, then God would certainly strike them down with the sword.  Job agrees that God does punish sinners, and they would be the sinners in this instance for they are guilty of attacking the an innocent man. 

Chapter 20

20:2 Zophar cannot remain quiet, he is troubled and disturbed by Job’s words. “His disquieting thoughts (not calm reflections, but thoughts that disturb) prompted him to speak again” (Zuck p. 93).  20:3 He feels personally insulted by what Job has said, which is a response to Job’s claim that his friends had insulted him often (19:3).  20:3 “And the spirit of my understanding makes me answer”: Job had claimed that God had closed their minds to understanding (17:4), but Zophar responds that his superior understanding forced him to reply, he just had to share his insights. 

20:4-5 “Do you know this from of old”: Zophar argues that Job is so naïve that he is unaware of the most basic truths.  From the beginning of time, from the first man, it has been clearly seen that the prosperity of the wicked is short-lived and there are no exceptions to this rule. “It is an eternal principle and everyone knows” (Zuck p. 93).  20:6-9 Notice carefully how much of this speech is aimed directly at Job. The wicked man might mount up to the heavens and touch the clouds in success and influence, but he would immediately perish, like dung, and people who had known him would wonder what had become of him.  He would vanish like a dream and be seen no more. “He would be unseen, whereas before he had been looked on with respect and awe, and even the place where he lived would no longer see him” (Zuck p. 94). 20:10 His family would be equally affected, his loss of wealth would result in his sons actually asking beggars for help!  This verse may infer that the sons of the wicked will be forced to return to those whom he has made impoverished through his illicit gain” (Strauss p. 200).  That is, the wealth is given back because it was acquired through dishonest means. 

20:11 Though filled with youthful energy, the wicked will die prematurely. “Prominent, wealthy, energetic that was Zophar’s portrait of the wicked.  Worthless like dung, fleeting like a dream, absent, poor, perishing in the dust” (Zuck p. 94).  20:12-13 As much as the wicked wants to hold on to the pleasures of sin, like something sweet in his mouth, and as much as he does not want to let it go, he will be forced to give it back.  20:14-15 Like food turning back in one’s stomach, the wealthy man is forced to “vomit” (give back) his ill-gotten gains.  Sin might be pleasant for the moment, but it will turn to poison. 20:16 “The poisonous greed proved the undoing of the ungodly” (Strauss p. 200).  The more a man engages in sin the more poison he is actually ingesting. This is a great point, too bad it was directed at an innocent man!  “The rebellious sinner savors wickedness like a sweet delicacy, hesitating even to swallow, yet, when he finally ingests it, it becomes poison within.  The consequence of sin is bitter indeed” The sinner who ‘sucks up’ the gain of others will find it poison in his own system” (Jackson p. 53).  20:17 “Streams with their drinking water, and honey and cream, symbols of prosperity, cannot be enjoyed by sinners” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 743).  20:17-19 Even if the sinner becomes prosperous, it is short-lived and he must give back at death what he has acquired, in fact he is not even allowed to enjoy what he has gained.  The reason for all this, according to Zophar, is that any prosperous sinner has acquired such gain by taking advantage of the poor, even taking their houses in order to enrich himself. 

20:20 The wicked are always craving more and more wealth and they cannot resist what they desire.  The stomach of the sinner always growls for more. 20:21 “Just as nothing was left that he had not devoured, so nothing he had acquired would be left” (Zuck p. 95). 20:22 Just as he reaches the pinnacle of success, everyone turns against him. 20:23 “The wicked fills his belly with wealth, but God rains His anger into his bowels” (p. 95). 20:24 “While trying to elude one death-dealing weapon, another will fall on him. There is no hiding place (Amos 5:19; Isaiah 24:18)” (Strauss p. 202).  20:25 “Pulling out the arrow to try to save himself would do no good” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 743). “Zophar painted a ghastly picture of the end of a man who is the object of God’s wrath.  Zophar may very likely have been enlarging on what Job had previously said:  ‘His arrows surround me.  Without mercy He splits my kidneys open; He pours out my gall on the ground’ (16:13)” (Zuck p. 96).   20:26  Again, no matter how hard to tries to hold on to his treasures, darkness would overtake his treasures, fire would consume him, and his survivors in his tent (wife and children) would not be spared. 20:27 Job had claimed that he had an advocate in heaven (16:18-19), to this Zophar argues that heavens will condemn him, that is, reveal his sin. 20:28 The word “depart” here means to be carried away into exile.  “Others will carry away his prosperity into their tents” (Strauss p. 202). 20:29 “This is the wicked man’s portion from God, even the heritage decreed to him by God”: To Zophar this settled the matter.  “How then, as Zophar said, could Job think that his situation was any different?  Since he had lost his wealth so suddenly, how else could such a calamity be explained except that he was wicked?” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 743). 

Chapter 21

21:2 “Listen carefully to my speech”: Here Job pleads for his friends to simply listen to what he has to say.  Their careful listening and silence would be far more comforting than their words of advice.  21:3 “Then after I have spoken, you may mock”: “Sarcastically he added that if they would do him that favor, then after he finished, they could continue their mocking” (Zuck p. 97). 21:4 Job argues that he is not impatient with them, he was actually complaining to God because He was silent and he had good reason to be impatient.  21:5-6 “Look at me, and be astonished”: “Just a look at him ought to have astounded them into silence—yet they gazed at him and kept gabbing.  Job himself was certainly horrified when he looked at himself (21:6)” (Zuck p. 97).  “They ought to be amazed at his terrible appearance (he wanted them to look at him as well as listen) as they were at first (2:12).  According to Bildad, people everywhere were horrified at what happens to a wicked person (18:20), so why could they not show a least a little concern about his situation?  In fact they should be silent, putting their hands on their mouths.  Even Job’s thinking about his own deplorable situation disturbed him emotionally” (Bible Knowledge Comm. pp. 743-744). 

21:7 “Why do the wicked still live”: Right here Job begins his attack upon the erroneous views of his friends.  Zophar had argued that the wicked perish like dung (20:7), Job counters, “No, they continue to live long lives, their prosperity continues”.  21:8 Their children are not cut off (20:26), rather they watch their children grow up and mature.  21:9 They do not lose their possessions (20:21,23,28), rather they are secure with seemingly no judgment from God.  21:10-11 The livestock of many sinners prospers and their children are healthy and happy, and are not begging from the poor as Zophar claimed (20:10). “Here we note a beautiful picture of peace, progress, and prosperity, as children are playing and singing like happy little lambs” (Strauss pp. 210-211). 
21:12-13 Zophar claimed that the wicked never live long enough to enjoy their prosperity (20:15-18), and Job disagrees.  They have parties, seem to enjoy life, and “suddenly” die.  The idea of “suddenly” here does not mean that they are suddenly cut off, but that they die without any sort of long protracted illness. They simply die in their sleep. Compare with Psalm 73:4 “There are no pains in their death”. 

Point to Note

Christians need to avoid making the mistake in assuming that every lost person is unhappy and miserable.  The world is filled with lost people who are content and enjoying life, because God grants His physical blessings to all (Acts 14:15-17).  “The wicked, Job observed, saw no need for serving God; they were doing well by themselves” (Zuck p. 99). 

21:14 “We do not even desire the knowledge of Your ways”: All of this prosperity comes upon people who have completely dismissed God from their lives (Romans 1:28).  21:15 “Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him?”  This is what Pharaoh asked Moses (Exodus 5:3).  “And what would we gain if we entreat Him?” Prayer and serving God is profitless the wicked claim, for they already have everything that they need. They “cynically flaunt God, even wondering what they would gain by praying to Him” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 744).  I can feel for Job here, yes it is extremely difficult to convert a sinner when they have more than you have, and when they seem happier than you are!  How many sinners ridicule serving God and the need for such things as prayer, because they are better off materially than most believers? You can even hear the sinner mock, “Maybe you would be better off if you stopped serving God?”

21:16 “Behold, their prosperity is not in their hand”: Job does not go off the deep end, he does not envy the wicked, he realizes that God has allowed them to prosper and they are well off in spite of their wickedness and not because of it.  “The counsel of the wicked is far from me”: “Even though they are so blessed (in their evil), and he is ill-treated (in his righteousness), nevertheless, he repudiates their wicked counsel (their way of life).  What a man!  No wonder God is proud of him.  And what a rebuttal to Satan’s charge that men only serve Jehovah for profit!” (Jackson p. 55). 

21:17-18 To Bildad’s claim that the lamp of the wicked is snuffed out (18:5), and that death and disaster are ready to over take them (18:12), Job asked, “How often does this really happen?”  “Sinners are seldom blown away suddenly and easily like straw or chaff” (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 744).  21:19-21 “You say”: Job anticipates an objection here, that his friends would claim that even in the case when a wicked man lives a long life, the judgment still comes upon his sons. Job argues back that the wicked person himself out to be judged for his own sins, because once he is dead, he could not care about any judgment upon his family (21:21).  We know that the children often suffer the side effects of their parent’s foolishness, but Job is arguing against the idea that God directly punishes children for the sins of their parents (Ezekiel 18:20).  

21:22-26 “Can anyone teach God knowledge?” In the verses that follow Job notes that there are wicked people who die in the prime of life (21:23), others die completely happy and content, while another dies disappointed and frustrated.  Job’s point is that there “is no generalization that can be made regarding the temporal punishment of the wicked.  Job’s argument is simply this:  one’s earthly circumstances cannot be used as a barometer for determining his spiritual condition” (Jackson p. 55).  His friends were guilty by their assumptions and generalizations of telling or teaching God what He should do. “Job was not arguing that the wicked always prosper and the good are always unfortunate, but that one’s character cannot be determined by his lot in life.  Job’s opponents should not seek to tell God to judge a person’s life by his bank account or his medical chart.  All men die, and only God can be the accurate Judge of their lives, regardless of the presence or absence of wealth or health” (Zuck p. 100). 

21:27-28  Here Job informs his friends that he realizes that their speeches about the downfall of the wicked have been specifically directed at him.  “He well knows the insinuations hidden in their query, ‘Where is the house of the prince?’ (that is, ‘Where is your house, Job?’” (Jackson p. 55). 

21:29 “Have you not asked the wayfaring men”:  But their claims do not agree with the evidence, as anyone with traveling experience would confirm. “All they needed to do to see who was right was to ask travelers, those who had seen other parts of the world” (Zuck p. 100).  21:30  Yes the wicked man will be judged, but he is not judged “immediately”, he is reserved for the day of calamity.  21:31 The wicked are basically allowed to continue in their evil ways without anyone daring to confront them.  This is especially true of people who are wicked and powerful. 21:32 Even in death, many wicked people are honored, and even after they are gone people guard their tomb and people will crowd around the funeral procession—all these things evidence even the popularity of the wicked.  Yes, Job saw what we still see to this day.  There are many powerful wicked people that no one dares to confront and even in death they are mourned and loved by the multitudes.  People continue to flock the graves of people who lived very ungodly lives.  21:34 Job could not be convicted nor comforted by their arguments, because their arguments were so untrue and flimsy. 
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