First Peter
Chapter 1:1-12
Outline And Commentary by Mark Dunagan
I.  Outline of Chapter 1:1-12:

I.  Introduction: 1:1-2

II.  Thanksgiving To God: 1:3-5
III.  The Refining Nature Of Trials: 1:6-9
IV.  The Glorious Nature Of Our Salvation: 1:10-12
II.  Introductory Comments:
‘Peter, to comfort the brethren, put them in mind of the glories of that inheritance of which they were the heirs, by thanking God for giving them the certain hope of a new life after death, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, v. 3, in order that they may be capable of enjoying that incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance, which was preserved in heaven for them…This, he said, might be a matter of great joy to them, though they presently suffered persecution.  Then, to reconcile them to their sufferings, he suggested various powerful persuasives: that their sufferings would soon be over; that the sufferings were necessary to test, refine, and improve their faith; that their tested and proven faith would be of greater value to themselves and to the world than the finest gold….And to show the greatness and certainty of this salvation, he observed that it had been foretold and searched into by the prophets…and that the very angels desired to look attentively into these things, vv. 10,11,12’ 

III.  Commentary On 1:1-12:
1 Peter 1:1 ‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen’

“Peter”-The Greek form of the Aramaic, “Cephas”.  Most say that the name Peter means a stone, or a large, but detached fragment of rock.  Thayer defines it as ‘a stone, a ledge, or cliff’ (p. 507).  The reader should note that there is a difference in the meanings between ‘rock’ and ‘Peter’ in Matthew 16:18.  The word ‘rock’ means a massive rock,  the name ‘Peter’ means a large, but detached stone.  The ‘rock’ which the Church was founded upon is the truth that Jesus is the Son of God (Matthew 16:16).   Jesus had given Simon the name Peter, probably indicating Peter’s character, ‘hard, staunch, unyielding, rock-like’ (Oberst p. 41)

“Apostle of Jesus Christ”-‘..simply “an” apostle, not the prince of the apostles, he claims no superiority over the rest.’ 
  An apostle among other apostles.  ‘He is one of the twelve, not the one above the other eleven.’ 

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  There is no support for the Roman Catholic concept that Peter was the head apostle or a universal head over the entire Church.  In fact, in this very letter he describes himself as an elder, among fellow elders (5:1).  Jesus had made it clear that all the apostles were equal (Matt. 23:8-11).  2.  The word “apostle” means, ‘lit., one sent forth’ (Vine p. 63).  The apostles were ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20) sent forth by Jesus Himself (John 13:20; Matthew 10:40; Luke 10:16).  To reject an apostle was to reject Jesus.  For the apostles spoke the words of Jesus (1 Cor. 14:37).  ‘The letter is to be seen, not as the pious opinions of a well-wishing friend, but as the authoritative word of one who speaks for the Lord.’ 
  3.  We need to impress upon our religious neighbors, especially those involved in groups which claim to be lead by inspired men or modern day apostles.  That such a claim isn’t innocent.  To claim to speak for God, when the opposite is truth is to be a false prophet, which draws from God severe condemnation (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Peter 2:1ff).  And those who follow such people end up equally condemned.  Your soul is at stake here.  Who cares if a group offers you and your family all sorts of activities, who cares if they have lots to do for your teenagers, who cares if other friendly people have joined---if such a group is only following a false prophet to eternal woe.  Stress to your friends that in joining such a group means that they are willing to stake their whole eternal destiny on the fact that a certain man or group of men are really speaking for God.   Isn’t a test in order?  Shouldn’t such men be required to prove their claims? (Revelation 2:2).  A real apostle could work miracles (2 Corinthians 12:12).

“reside as aliens”-a sojourner, an exile.  ‘Sojourning in a strange place, away from one’s own people.’ (Vine, ‘Pilgrim’ p. 183) ‘stranger, exile, resident alien—of the Christians, who are not at home in this world.’ (Arndt p. 625)  (Heb. 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11)

“scattered”-DIASPORA-a word which means scattering or dispersion.  It had been the word used to refer to the Jewish population scattered outside of Palestine among the Gentiles (John 7:35).  In view of the statements in the letter which strongly suggest congregations largely composed of Christians from a Gentile background (2:10; 3:6 ‘become’), the expression refers to Christians scattered among unbelievers.  In reference to this world, Christians are sojourners, for our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), and we often find ourselves ‘scattered’ and surrounded by non-Christians (Acts 8:4).  Macknight suggests that the words might mean, ‘that they lived at a distance from each other in the widely extended regions mentioned in the inscription; and that they were few in number, compared with the idolaters and unbelievers among whom they lived.’ (p. 606)

POINT TO NOTE:  The word ‘aliens/sojourners/pilgrim’ suggests a great truth of which it is too easy to forget.  The world, this society is not our home.  Therefore, Christians don’t have to feel that they are pressured to take advantage of every pleasure in this life, lest they miss out.  We just want to get home!  Heaven is what we don’t want to miss out on (1 Peter 1:4; Romans 8:18).  We always need to double check on a daily basis that our heart is tethered to heaven, and not to the things of this world (Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-3).  This also tells us that the Christian should never be ruled by the fads, views, language or fashions of this world.  It is God who has truly liberated us from the ‘rat-race’.

“Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia’-See introductory material.  Pontus included such cities as Nicomedia and Nicaea or Nice.  The latter city was the site of the First Nicene Council of 325 A.D.  In 111-112 A.D., the Roman Pliny the Younger became governor of Bithynia, and immediately complained of the Christians in his province—one of the earliest secular references to Christianity.  Bithynia was also the traditional southern border between Europe and Asia.  Asia would have included the cities Ephesus, Colossae, and Troas, and the Seven Churches mentioned in Revelation chapters 2-3.

“who are chosen”-‘lit., signifies picked out, chosen’ (Vine p. 21).  Please note that the verse asserts that Christians are ‘chosen or elect’, but it doesn’t tell us ‘how’ or the means of this selection.

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Augustine, Martin Luther and John Calvin all held a doctrine of unconditional election, in which the choice is sovereign and in no way dependent upon anything in man.  That is, before the foundation of the world, God chose who would be saved and who would be lost.  This choice had nothing to do with the choices that such individuals would make.  In addition, this two groups are fixed in precise number.  2.  But the above theory contradicts many biblical truths:  A. The Scriptures teach that salvation is conditional (Matthew 7:21; Acts 17:30; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Romans 2:6-11).  B.  ‘All invitations, promises, warnings, threatenings and admonitions to faithfulness in the Word of God become meaningless and without significance.’ 
  D.  It makes God a respector of persons (Acts 10:34-35).  E.  It makes God His own worst enemy, i.e. God wants all saved (2 Peter 3:9), yet He has already limited the precise number whom are saved and those who can’t be saved.  F.  It makes many passages in this letter to follow completely meaningless, like 1:17 or 2:10.  How could one predestined to salvation have never been one of God’s people??

3.  The truth is that God calls everyone through the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14; Mark 16:15), this was God’s eternal plan (1 Peter 1:2).  Those who accept the call become one of the chosen (Matthew 22:14; 1 Peter 2:7-9), those who reject this offer exclude themselves from being the chosen people (Romans 11:5,20,23).  In addition, one can cease to be one of the elect due to their own unfaithfulness.  Therefore Peter exhorts us to make this calling and election “sure” (2 Peter 1:10).

1 Peter 1:2 ‘according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood:  May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure’

“according to the foreknowledge of God”-the previous determination or purpose, pre-arrangement.  

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Sadly, many religious people have been mislead by the Calvinistic concept that the ability to know the future automatically means determining the future.  Which of course isn’t true.  ‘The whole theory supposes that when God foreknows a matter, the person or persons involved within the sphere of His preknowledge necessarily lose their freedom of choice.’ (Oberst p. 47)  The death of Jesus was pre-determined (Acts 2:23), but Jesus still had freewill (John 10:17,18).  In addition, the future can be changed by how we behave ourselves today (Jeremiah 18:7ff; Jonah 3:9-10).  2. God didn’t predetermine the salvation of specific individuals, rather, He predetermined that salvation would be found in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4-5),  Jesus would die for the sins of the world (1 Peter 1:20), the gospel would be the message which would be used to call men, the rules or type of character expected of those who accept this call, and the relationship they would enter into, i.e. the church (Ephesians 3:10-11).  Thus, the Father designed the plan whereby we could be saved.

“by the sanctifying work of the Spirit”-the word ‘sanctifying’ means: ‘consecration, purification, the state of being made holy’.  This isn’t something that is performed mysteriously or against our will.  Rather, Jesus made it clear that the medium which the Holy Spirit uses to bring men and women to a state of purity is the Word of God (John 17:17; 2 Thess. 2:13; Ephesians 5:26).  1.  The Word of God reveals the conditions for gaining salvation.  2.  The Word of God also reveals what needs to be discarded and added to one’s life so that purity can be maintained (Colossians 3:5ff).  Thus people who repent of sinful lifestyles and become Christians are said to be ‘saints’ (1 Cor. 1:2), i.e. consecrated ones, those set apart for God.  

We must reject the idea that soon after one becomes a Christian or in the process of becoming a Christian, the Holy Spirit miraculously comes upon the believer and removes ever desire to sin.  The rest of this letter would have been unnecessary if such were the case.  See also 1 John 1:8-2:3.

“that you may obey Jesus Christ”-Notice that the Holy Spirit doesn’t lead a person to make up their own rules for how to become a Christian.  The person who is impressed with the Gospel message is prepared to do whatever Jesus commands, including baptism (Mark 16:16).  The intended design of the Father’s plan is to bring man to a point of obedience to the will of His Son.  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  ‘May’-the language of freewill.  2.  ‘Obey’-man does have a role to play in his own salvation.  3.  ‘Jesus Christ’-God doesn’t recognize as valid--- obedience to any other religious figure (John 14:6).  4.  Obedience is part of the “election” process, which definitely contradicts the fundamental idea of Calvinistic Predestination.  There is something which a man must ‘do’ to be saved (Acts 2:37-38; 9:6=22:16; 16:30; 1 Peter 1:22 ‘Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth.’)

“and be sprinkled with His blood”-Notice that the verse doesn’t say, ‘sprinkled in baptism’, for baptism is immersion (Romans 6:4).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Not until one obeys Jesus are they sprinkled with His blood.  This places some obedience upon the part of man as necessary to be saved.  It is in baptism that one comes into contact with the benefits of Jesus’ blood (Compare Matthew 26:28=Acts 2:38).   2.  The word ‘sprinkled’ is used because in the O.T. blood was sprinkled to make atonement (Hebrews 9:19; Exodus 24:8).   3.  Notice in these verses how the entire Godhead is involved in our salvation (Father, Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ).

“May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure”-‘in ever greater measure’ (Arndt p. 669).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  This fullness of grace doesn’t give us the right to become careless and neither does it absolve us from our personal responsibilities (the rest of the letter).  2.  Peace would include peace with God, peace with others, especially brethren, and peace with ourselves.  It is sad to see many Christians not having peace in their relationship with God.  Peter hopes that Christians could find peace in serving God, in allowing Him to rule their lives, in submitting to His will.

Thanksgiving For Our Great Salvation:
‘As the recipients of the apostle’s letter were in the midst of great sufferings and persecution, Peter, to comfort the brethren, put them in mind of the glories of that inheritance of which they were the heirs, by thanking God for giving them the certain hope of a new life after death..’(Oberst p. 39)

1 Peter 1:3 ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead’

“Blessed”-This word means “praised, honored or well spoken of “(Vincent p. 629).  It is from the same root from which we derive the words ‘eulogize’ or ‘eulogy’.  God is so worthy of praise that He is at times simply called ‘the Blessed’ (Mark 14:61).  This word reminds me of a shortcoming which I see in myself and others.  We don’t ‘talk up’ God enough among others.  It seems that we want to be the object of praise, rather than letting God get the praise.  And it seems that we want to spend our time complaining –rather than praising God for the rich blessings which we do presently have, and the wonderful life to come.

“God and Father”-Not just any ‘god’ is blessed.  Rather, it is the God how has revealed Himself as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice, God hasn’t revealed Himself as a female deity.  

“of our Lord Jesus Christ”-When the Bible addresses Jesus as “Lord”, we need to remember that such is a title for Deity.  The New Testament ‘Lord’ is the equivalent of the O.T. Jehovah or Yahweh.  W.E. Vine observes, ‘Jehovah of Hosts, Him shall ye sanctify’ (Isaiah 8:13), becomes ‘sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord’ (1 Peter 3:15). (‘Lord’ p. 17).  Note, there is only one Lord (Ephesians 4:5), which leaves no room for Mohammed, Buddha, etc..

“according to His great mercy”-the word ‘great’ means ‘much, great, strong, intense, large’.   God’s mercy is called great because:  It extends to all who desire it (Titus 2:11).  It can forgive any sin of which one is willing to repent (Luke 17:3-4).  It can forgive an unlimited number of times—as long as sincere repentance is present.  It takes one from being lost, and elevates them to the status of a child of God (Ephesians 2:4-6).  It has spared us from great suffering and eternal misery.  It forgives the great evil associated with every sin.  

POINT TO NOTE:  Many people erroneously think that the Bible is a severe book.  Friend, the Bible is a demonstration of God’s mercy.  No man deserves to be saved, all deserve to be lost (Romans 3:23).  The fact that only one way exists to heaven—ISN’T STRICT, rather, it is an act of God’s mercy that there exists any way at all!  It was the grace of God that allowed Jesus to suffer for us in the first place (Hebrews 2:9).

“has caused us to be born again”-The expression ‘born again’ means, ‘born anew”.  The tense here refers to a definite point in time which these Christians were born again.

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  ‘Caused’:  This expression is used because without the grace of God or the Word of God, no man or woman could be born again.  2.  From other passages one is born again, when they hear the word of God, faith is produced in their heart and they obey God’s conditions for salvation, including baptism (1 Peter 1:23; James 1:18; 1 Cor. 4:15; John 3:5; Titus 3:5; Romans 6:3-5).  Peter’s point is that God is to be praised for our new life, without His mercy, we would have no hope.

“to a living hope”-(Romans 8:24-25).  1.  The hope of the Christian is ‘living’, in contrast to the vain hopes of unbelievers.  There is only one real hope (Eph. 4:4).  However attractive and alluring, all earthly hopes will fail.  2.  It is also called ‘living’, because ‘Hope invigorates and spirits up the soul to action, to patience, to fortitude, and perseverance to the end.’ (Oberst p. 52)  3.  ‘This hope is not a desperate holding-on to a faded dream, a dead hope, but a living one, founded on reality, for it is grounded in “the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”…it is this reality which will enable the readers to face even death without fear, for death is not an end for the Christian, but a beginning.’ (Davids p. 52)  4.  ‘Hope’-‘joyful, confident expectation’ (Thayer p. 205)

“through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”-‘hope rose up with Christ from the dead’ (Robertson p. 81) (1 Cor. 15:17).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  It is the resurrection that gives meaning to the crucifixion (1 Cor. 15:1-4).  2.  It gives meaning and validity to our baptism (Romans 6:4).  The power that raised up Christ from the dead will raise us up to a new life (Colossians 2:12).  3.  His resurrection is a guarantee of our resurrection (1 Cor. 15:40; 1 Thess. 4:14).  4.  The resurrection is also the proof that sin will be punished and the righteous will be rewarded, thus our own retaliation is unnecessary (Acts 17:31).   5.  The reader should note that the resurrection is a very easy event to prove.  Everyone admits, believer and unbeliever that on the first day of the week, the tomb was empty.  Concerning what happened to the body of Jesus—only a limited number of choices are available:  (a)  The Jews stole the body—but why didn’t they ever produce it and stop Christianity dead in its tracks?  (b)  The Romans stole the body—again, why didn’t they produce it?  ©  The disciples stole the body—the tomb was guarded (Matthew 27:62-66).  (d)  Jesus didn’t really die on the cross—but eyewitness testimony says otherwise (John 19:31-34).  (e)  Everyone went to the wrong tomb---but eyewitnesses had seen Jesus buried and this tomb was guarded.

“to obtain an inheritance”-Those born again (1:3) are God’s children, thus the heirs (Galatians 3:26-27; Romans 8:17).  In other passages this inheritance is described as eternal life (1 John 2:25).  The sad thing is that many people spend their lives frustrating and hindering God’s attempts to see that they get the chance to become an heir.  Please note that God is trying to give everyone a fabulous future.  (Acts 20:32; Col. 3:24; Heb. 9:15).  Peter will now give us a detailed description of what heaven is like.

“imperishable”-‘not liable to corruption or decay’ (Thayer p. 88).  Earthly inheritances eventually decay.  Everything in this life eventually dies and wears out (Heb. 1:10-12; 2 Cor. 4:18).  Heaven isn’t a rejuvenated earth, but an eternal home (2 Peter 3:10ff).  Heaven will not need repairs, heaven will not become like an old rich neighborhood, which through time becomes rundown.  

“undefiled”-‘unsoiled’ (Thayer p. 32), free from contamination.  ‘Without defect or flaw’ (Robertson p. 82).  (Revelation 21:27).  ‘Our future estate will not provide temptations to the flesh, hatred, sensualities or crime—all of which so frequently accompany the acquisition of earthly estates.’ (Oberst p. 53)   Nothing will spoil heaven.  Corruption won’t enter in, there will be no trouble-makers there.  And heaven won’t be like an exclusive club which is filled with all sorts of scandal.  Everyone will simply be a child of God in heaven, no envy, jealousy, strife, etc…

“will not fade”-perennial.  ‘because it will never wax old; and because its beauties will remain fresh through all eternity, and its pleasures will never become insipid by enjoyment.’ (Macknight p. 435).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Unlike the wonderful things in this life, the wonder of heaven will never fade or wear off.  Heaven will never become ‘usual’ or ordinary.  We will never get so comfortable with heaven that its lustre begins to fade.   2.  Throughout eternity, heaven will never lose its beauty, brightness, or shine.  3.  This also infers that those in heaven will never fade.  We will never grow old (Revelation 21:4).  3.  Now how many people are desperately in this life trying to find eternal youth, beauty and something which never becomes dull or boring?  Who says that the Bible is irrelevant for modern man?

“reserved in heaven for you”-POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  This reward isn’t found in the earth, it is in heaven (Matthew 6:19-20; Col.  1:5;3:1-2).  2.  This reward isn’t found in this life.  Heaven isn’t found in material things or material goals.  True and lasting happiness isn’t available in this life (Revelation 21:4).  3.  All attempts to make heaven here and now will end in disappointment and failure.  4.  This inheritance is real, it isn’t a mere wish or pipe dream.  Our inheritance is already awaiting, it is already prepared!  And you have complete control over whether you obtain that inheritance (1 Timothy 5:22; Jude 21; 2 Tim. 2:11-13).

Encouragement In Suffering:

‘Peter’s readers may have been anxious about whether they would have strength to remain faithful to Christ if persecution or suffering became more intense.’

1 Peter 1:5 “who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time’

“who are protected by the power of God through faith”-1.  ‘Protected’-‘a military term, to keep under guard, as with a garrison.’ (Vine p. 183).  2.  God’s power is seen in the fact that He monitors temptations that come our way, ensuring that we can handle whatever happens to our lives (1 Corinthians 10:13).  His power is also manifested in the gospel message (Romans 1:16).  Which reveals the nature and consequences of sin, exhorts us to faithfulness, provides great incentives for serving God, and offers us magnificent promises (1:4).  As long as we stay within it’s teachings we are protected (2 John 9).

“through faith”-POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Man has a role to play in ending up saved or being protected.  God provides the forgiveness, the incentives, the guidance, etc…but man must provide a trust which obeys God (Matthew 7:21-23).  2.  This passages reveals how important is the faith of the individual.  Hence anything which can strengthen our faith becomes a high priority, including worship services, bible studies, reading Scripture, praying, involved in spreading the gospel.  3.  We also must reject and oppose any attempt to undermine the faith of the Christian, including attacks upon the integrity of the Scriptures, the need to believe the right doctrines, etc.. (See also: Romans 10:17; 1 John 5:4; Heb. 10:39; Eph. 6:16).  4.  God has never promised to ‘guard’ the disobedient, distrustful, or skeptical.  God doesn’t guard people against their will or against what they want to believe or in what they desire to place their trust and confidence.

“for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”-1.  This is the salvation or deliverance mentioned in 1:4.  2.  There is a sense in which salvation is still future for the Christian.  This reveals the conditional nature of our salvation.  Once-saved-always-saved would contend that salvation is unconditional and is something which the Christian always and presently has.  3.  Heaven is ready.  Jesus isn’t delaying His return because God isn’t ready yet, but rather, He is giving mankind time to repent (2 Peter 3:9).  4.  The ‘last time’ refers to the last day (John 6:39,40,44,54; 12:48).  4.  Note that deliverance for the Christian happens at the last time.  Deliverance doesn’t happen 1000 years before the last day.  All Christians aren’t rewarded long before the last day arrives.

Joy In The Midst Of Affliction:
1 Peter 1:6 ‘In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials’
“In this you greatly rejoice”-Not only their trials, but in all that has been said (1:3-5).  In the fact that they have been born again, the living hope they possess, their inheritance and their protection.  “Greatly rejoice”-overjoyed, to leap for joy (Matt. 5:12; 1 Peter 1:8; 4:13).

“even though now for a little while, if necessary”-Compared to eternity, earthly suffering is only for a little while (Romans 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17; 1 Peter 5:10; Heb. 11:25).  The expression “if necessary”, means that God isn’t cruel, He doesn’t like to see people suffer.  Rather, when suffering comes, it’s not simply a toss of the dice, or some arbitrary event, rather it is happening because the freewill of others is being respected, etc…

“distressed by various trials”-‘Distressed’-cause pain, grief, make sorrowful.  Notice:  Suffering does hurt!  God doesn’t have the Christian ‘pretend’ that suffering isn’t happening.  Neither does God argue that suffering is simply an illusion.  Peter certainly wasn’t a Christian Scientist.  He believed that when trials happen, people are distressed.  The word ‘various’ suggests that suffering come in many forms, i.e. verbal attacks, physical abuse, hunger, loss of employment, becoming a social outcast, being shunned by family members, etc..

1 Peter 1:7 ‘that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ’

“that”-Such trials can be used for a good end.  The Christian must reject the idea that a certain trial is completely useless or that no good can come from a hardship.  (Psalm 119:71; Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4).

“proof of your faith”-In the word “proof” lies the idea of proving or testing a thing to see if it be worthy to be received or not.  ‘As the assayer takes the gold ore and runs a test on it to determine the quality and quantity of the precious metal, so the trials through which the saints were passing constituted a crucible which tested their faith and reveals its true character..’ (Woods p. 30)  ‘genuine, without alloy, the genuineness of your faith’ (Arndt p. 203).  The “proof” of one’s faith—were the results of passing through trial—i.e. what was really left after a person passed through this trial.  Hardship and suffering has a testing quality:  It will determine whether your faith is genuine or all-talk.  And this is good.  Better to fall on your face now—then be exposed at the judgment day, with no time left to change.  Suffering also has a refining quality:  Priorities all of a sudden become very clear and well organized (Matthew 6:33).  What doesn’t really matter is cast aside.  Peter had found his faith ‘proven’ on numerous occasions.

“being more precious than gold which is perishable”-1.  Even Christians need to be reminded that ‘gold’ isn’t the ultimate protection.  Gold will be worthless at the judgment day.  2.  A faith which has come through trial, still intact, is worth more than all the gold in the world.  If you have a faith that cannot be shaken—then you are one of the wealthiest individuals in the world!

“even though tested by fire”-Possibly two ideas here:  1.  A proven faith is more valuable than even refined gold.  2.  A genuine faith is more valuable than gold, even though the path to such a faith includes enduring some fiery trials (4:12)

“may be found to result in”-If suffering can be used to refine my faith, if suffering can used like a refining fire which can presently assess the true condition of my conviction and trust in God, then suffering is something to rejoice about!   Sadly, even some Christians have made it their goal to avoid any kind of suffering or personal discomfort at all cost.  ‘I want to be comfortable’ is the motto for too many.  People don’t end up saved by accident.  It is an approved faith which results in eternal life.  Which infers that some professed believers may fail the test (2 Cor. 13:5).  In addition, we need to be very careful about envying the person who has every comfort this life can afford and who goes through life seemingly untouched by hardship.  One is at a disadvantage if they have never been tested.   Or, if they have avoided all the tests made available to them.

“praise and glory and honor”-‘Praise’-commendation, approval, recognition (Matthew 25:21 ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’).  ‘Glory’-a condition or state of glory, including a glorious resurrected body (1 Cor. 15:43; Phil. 3:21).  “Honor”-(Romans 2:7).  Be impressed that God wants to bestow such things upon us.  God isn’t against us, rather, God is hoping that we will make the right and noble choices.  God wants to share heavenly glory with us (Revelation 3:21).  Unfortunately, many people in our time are wanting to sacrifice real and eternal self-esteem, for a temporary, meaningless, and often falsely acquired sense of self worth.  Let it be noted that praise isn’t given to the person who quit or gave up.  

“at the revelation of Jesus Christ”-i.e. when Jesus comes again (1:13; 2 Thess. 1:7; Romans 2:5).  Thus the Christian should never stand in dread of the Second Coming, but eagerly await its fulfillment (1 John 3:1-3).  The world may ridicule or ignore the Christian.  The world may even view the Christian as involved in a very unimportant and meaningless endeavor.  But never despair, the only praise that matters, for it is the only praise which is lasting and 100% true, is the praise that will come from God.  For the faithful Christian, the return of Christ means praise, honor and glory.  If you are looking for a good sense of self worth—it doesn’t get any better than this.

1 Peter 1:8 ‘and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory’
“you have not seen Him”-They were in the same situation, in which we find ourselves.  Neither have we ever ‘seen’ Jesus.  But seeing Jesus isn’t a condition for a strong faith (John 20:29 ‘Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.’).  Carefully note that Jesus had never ‘appeared’ to these suffering Christians.  No vision or miraculous appearance had come their way.  And neither had they heard His voice in the stillness of the night.   This infers that God feels plenty of evidence to believe in Jesus exists without ever having seen Him (John 20:30-31).

“you love Him”-But the only way they could ‘love Him’, is to be impressed with what the Word of God said about Him.  This demands that the description of Jesus in the New Testament is an accurate description of His nature.  How understandable, plain and accurate is the New Testament?  Answer:  Simply by reading it a person can fall in love with God, even when they have never personally heard or seen Him.  And let us remember that love for Jesus is never left at a vague emotion, rather, if you love Him, you will obey Him (John 14:15).

“do not see Him now”-Even suffering couldn’t diminish their love for Him.  Note:  God has never promised that when things are really hard, He will miraculously appear and give us extra strength to endure.  

“but believe in Him”-In this context, ‘believe in Him’ includes remaining faithful regardless of the circumstances.  Situation Ethics missed the boat.  The greatest ethical standard is not a vague and undefined ‘love’.  But rather, a very specific love, i.e. love for God (Matthew 22:37).

“greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible”-‘Inexpressible’-‘to which words are inadequate’ (Thayer p. 44).  ‘denotes unable to be told out’ (Vine p. 175); ‘joy too great for words’ (NEB).   POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Joy for the Christian is not all in the future.  This great rejoicing is supposed to be present in our relationship with God now!   2.  When was the last time you were so thrilled with your relationship with God that words were inadequate?  3.  To have such joy—doesn’t this demand that the Christian can know for certainty that they are on the right path?   4.  One writer suggested that maybe this is one reason that God wants us to sing.  Singing often is an outlet for joy which seems inexpressible (James 5:13; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).   5.  Something is clearly wrong if our Christianity makes us mean or unhappy.

“full of glory”-‘make glorious, adorn with lustre, clothe in splendor’ (Thayer p. 157).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  A joy that should surpass every other joy. Does our relationship with God bring us more joy than our earthly relationships, than material possessions, than earthly rewards or accomplishments?  2.  Glory:  Very few people find ‘glory’ in this life.  But every Christian has found glory!  The fact that I know eternal truth, I have access to all the right answers to the hard questions.  I am a son of the Creator.  I know the Creator by name and He knows me.  I am a soldier in the greatest, noblest and most glorious battle that will ever be fought in this universe.

1 Peter 1:9 ‘Obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls’
“Obtaining”-Which infers that salvation is conditional.  The word “obtaining” is often used to denote the rewards given at the judgment (2 Cor. 5:10; Eph. 6:8; 1 Peter 5:4).

“outcome”-In the context the ‘faith’ which results in salvation, is a faith that endures regardless of the circumstances.

“the salvation of your souls”-1.  Obviously, man is more than just a body (Matthew 10:28).  2.  What needs saving—isn’t the body, but the soul!   3.  There is something that we need saving from, i.e. hell is a reality.  4.  Again, Calvinism finds itself contradicting about every word in the passage.  If people are predestined for salvation, then there is nothing to be obtained.  How could I obtain something which I always had?  Faith isn’t necessary, for man doesn’t play a role in his own salvation.  And salvation isn’t future, rather the saved have never been lost.  

Prophets and Amazed at the glory of your salvation: 
‘The purpose of this paragraph is to show Peter’s readers that the spiritual blessings they now have are greater than anything that as envisaged by Old Testament prophets or even by angels.  Thus Peter seeks to increase his readers’ appreciation for their great salvation in Christ.’ (Grudem p. 67)

1 Peter 1:10 ‘As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry’
“As to this salvation”-This salvation promised to the Christian.

“who prophesied of the grace that would come”-God’s favor which would be manifested in Jesus Christ (John 1:17).  This infers that passages in the Old Testament mention this grace, i.e. Jeremiah 31:34.

“made careful search and inquiry”-‘Careful search’-‘search out, search anxiously and diligently’ (Thayer p. 222).   POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  The prophets had a definite interest in the messages being communicated through them.  They had questions, they wanted to know more.  2.  This verse is a great text concerning the inspiration of the Old Testament.  Obviously, if the prophets had questions about what they said, they weren’t the original authors of what they spoke.  Therefore, we must reject any attempt to make the Old Testament into a book filled with human wisdom or the best thinking of that time.  The prophets studied their own writings!  And the messages from other prophets (Daniel 7:16; 9:2).  The prophets were subject to their own writings.  And apart from the Word of God, a prophet or an apostle was without guidance just like any other man (Proverbs 16:25).  Inspired men were not individuals who had a natural or self-caused insight into spiritual truths, rather, they were simply men which God spoke through (Ephesians 3:3-5).

1 Peter 1:11 ‘seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow’
“seeking to know”-Apart from God’s revelation, they were just as ignorant as any other man concerning spiritual truth and the future.  No man is born with a greater natural ability to penetrate the future or discover spiritual truth on his own than others.  Every man is blind on his own (Jeremiah 10:23).  ****’The men used necessarily as instruments of revelation were not given with the revelation any assistance in understanding it, any more than are we who read the revelation…Inspired men had no advantage over any one in understanding the revelation.  Each had to use his own mind and the language of the revelation to understand it.’ (Hamilton p. 30)

“what person”-others translate this ‘what time’.  The Greek expression simply means ‘what’.  Thus the verse literally reads, ‘what or what time’.   Besides wondering about the ‘specific’ time when these things would happen.  They could also have been asking, ‘what person is under consideration?’ (Acts 8:34)  Or, who will receive these blessings? 

“or time”-Would these things be fulfilled in their own times?

“the Spirit of Christ”-Two views:  1.  The pre-existent Jesus spoke directly through the prophets and predicted His own sufferings (1 Peter 3:18-19).  2.  The Holy Spirit is here called the ‘Spirit of Christ’, because He spoke of the sufferings of Christ, spoke on behalf of Christ.  Seeing that the Godhead is perfectly united (John 10:30), we would have to concede that what one member speaks all speak or endorse.  3.  From 2 Peter 1:21, if appears that even before Jesus came to this earth, the Holy Spirit was acting in the role as a messenger from ‘God’ (Father/Son) to inspired men.  Thus it is not unreasonable to say that the Holy Spirit was speaking on behalf of Christ, or taking the things of Christ and giving them to men (John 16:14-15).  4.  The ‘He’ in the next statement would favor the view that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ in this passage.

“within them”-The messages they spoke did not originate as products of their own thinking (2 Peter 1:20-21).

“predicted the sufferings of Christ”-POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  The Jewish people had plenty of warning that the Messiah would suffer.  The suffering and death of Jesus was clearly predicted in the writings of the prophets (Isaiah 53; Psalm 22,69, etc..).  The death of Jesus wasn’t an accident or ‘plan B’ (Acts 2:22; 13:27).  2.  Jesus wasn’t coming to establish an earthly empire, or rule over an earthly kingdom.  He wasn’t coming to bring about an earthly utopia either.  While claiming to be the experts in Biblical prophecy, popular Premillennialists who contend that the death of Jesus was not part of God’s original plan, find themselves contradicting the most basic truth revealed through the prophets.

“and the glories to follow”-Glories which hadn’t been put on hold.  This verse infers that the glories predicted of the Messiah and His reign were finding fulfillment in the First Century.  See Daniel 7:13-14; Psalm 110:1-4; Acts 2:25-31; Ephesians 1:20-23.  The glories to follow are those things which followed His suffering and death.   His resurrection, ascension into heaven, occupying the throne of David, ruling over all things, etc…

1 Peter 1:12 ‘It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, --things into which angels long to look’

“It was revealed to them”-God did answer their questions, but maybe not as they expected that He would.  The subject matter of their prophecies concerning the Messiah did not have reference to their own times.  The verse infers that what the prophets had said had found its fulfillment in the First Century (Acts 3:24).  Their prophecies are not for some time still distant in the future.  ‘Which now’-i.e. the fulfillment of O.T. prophecy concerning the Messiah and His kingdom “now” being preached through the apostles and New Testament prophets.   Even prophets needed revelation concerning an answer to a question which hadn’t been as yet revealed.  No man has an inherent ability to know God’s truth, apart from God’s revelation.

“they were not serving themselves”-I think there is a valuable lesson in these words.  Each generation perceives that its own time is somehow of greater significance than all other times.  So many people think that ‘surely Jesus will come in my lifetime’.  

“but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven”-1.  The same Spirit which had inspired the prophets (2 Peter 1:20-21), now announced the fulfillment and correct application of their prophecies (John 16:13; Ephesians 3:2-5).  2.  The mention of the Spirit proved that Christians were receiving the correct interpretation and application of what the prophets had foretold.   3.  What a privileged position in which we find ourselves!  We have access to truth which was not given to the Old Testament prophets.  The Christian today, with the New Testament has a greater insight into the Old Testament, than even Isaiah, Daniel, etc…3.  The Gospel message is the fulfillment of the Old Testament Messianic prophecies.  Therefore, we must reject any theory which contends that the predictions of the Old Testament prophets are yet to be fulfilled.

“things into which angels long to look”-1.  ‘Things’-i.e. the fulfillment of the prophetic messages of the past.  2.  ‘Desire’-an eager or intense desire.  3.  ‘to look’-‘to stoop to a thing in order to look at it, to look with head bowed forwards, to look into with body bent.  To look carefully, inspect curiously.’ (Thayer p. 484)  ‘Here it portrays one stooping and stretching the neck to gaze on some wonderful sight.’ (Vincent p. 635)   4.  ‘This earnest desire of the angels to contemplate the sufferings of the Christ, was emblematically signified by the Cherubim placed in the inward tabernacle with their faces turned down towards the mercy-seat.’ (Exodus 25:20). (Macknight p. 441)

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  ‘The whole paragraph carries a strong flavour of the newness and the excellence of the church age…Though the world may think such Christians insignificant and worthy of pity or scorn…angels—who see ultimate reality from God’s perspective—find them to be objects of intense interest…for they know that these struggling believers are actually the recipients of God’s greatest blessings and honoured participants in a great drama at the focal point of universal history.  We too may rightly think of our Christian lives as no less privileged and no less interesting to holy angels than the lives of Peter’s readers.’ (Grudem p. 73)   2.  What a tragedy when professed Christians fail to take a serious interest in studying the Word of God or in their own salvation.  Oberst notes, ‘Christians, read your New Testament as the angels would like to!’ (p. 68)  This verse clearly teaches us that being a Christian places you at the focal point of reality.  If you want to be ‘in’ or ‘where it is at’—then obey the Gospel.   3.  Christians need to realize that they have been allowed to participate in something, of which angels are excluded (Heb. 2:16).  In addition, we get to preach the gospel, we get to teach people the truth, we get to save lost souls!  This task hasn’t been given to angels!
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