1 Peter 1:13-25
Outline and Commentary by Mark Dunagan

I.  Outline of 1:13-25:

I.  Exhortations To Holiness: 1:13-25

A.  Mental Preparedness: 1:13

B.  An Obedient Life: 1:14-17
C.  Our Costly Salvation: 1:18-21
D.  Brotherly Love:  1:22
E.  New Life Arising From The New Birth: 1:23-25
II.  Commentary on 1:13-25:
1 Peter 1:13 ‘Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ’

‘Therefore’-‘Because of what I have just stated..about the greatness and importance of your salvation.’ (Oberst p. 68)  ‘all the blessings, privileges, and hopes which he has enumerated; on these he founds his exhortations.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 8)   Receiving great blessings, as every Christian has, also brings with it a great responsibility (Ephesians 2:10).

‘gird your minds’-‘Lit., having girded up, the metaphor is suggested by the girding up of the loose eastern robes preparatory to running or other exertion.  There is a fitness in the figure as addressed to sojourners and pilgrims, who must be always ready to move.’ (Vincent p. 636)  Lit., ‘the loins of your mind’.  The loins refer to the waist or hip.  The long flowing robe was gathered up and tucked into the sash tied around the waist.  (Eph. 6:14)

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  ‘refers to the gathering up of all improper thoughts, feelings and activities of the mind and restraining them that they may not hinder one’s progress toward heaven.’ (Woods p. 38).  2.  ‘the aorist tense is used which signifies the decisive act of making up their minds.’ (Lenski pp. 51-52)  3.  Note that the ‘mind’ must be prepared for work.  Serving God involves serious business.  The Christian just can’t believe whatever they want to believe (Phil. 4:8; 2 Cor. 10:4-5).  ‘His advice is, “pull it together”…the opposite of mental slackness..Our thoughts, attitudes, and mental conceptions greatly influence us!’ (Oberst p. 69)  ‘Brace up your minds’ (Mof); ‘concentrate your minds’ (TCNT).  4.  Get your head on straight, think clearly, watch your attitude, think on right things!   5.  The verse also infers that one can get tripped up if they become lazy or allow their minds to be cluttered with vain thoughts.  Unbelief is a problem that always has surrounded the people of God, and it is a problem that begins in the mind (Heb. 3:12).  6.  Here is a key to successfully living the Christian life.  Christians fail to grow and fall away simply because they refuse to bring their thinking into line with God’s thinking.

‘for action’-The NASV catches the thought of the readiness being stressed by this phrase.  Serving God demands mental preparation.  And the life of the Christian is to be filled with spiritual “action” (John 15:2-6).

‘keep sober in spirit’-‘well balanced, self controlled’ (Arndt p. 538); ‘with perfect calmness’ (Gspd).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  ‘complete clarity of mind and its resulting good judgment..For Peter the cares of this life and the pressure of persecution can “intoxicate” the Christian and distract his or her focus..’ (Davids pp. 66-67)  2.  ‘a state untouched by any slumberous or beclouding influences, and thence, one that is guarded against advances of drowsiness or bewilderment.’ (Oberst p. 69)   3.  It is so easy to become unbalanced in the Christian life.  Our attitude can destroy or neutralize our effectiveness.  We can starting thinking that no one wants the gospel, or that serving God is too hard, that the Bible is too confusing, etc….But the verse infers that one can remain mentally balanced and serve God with the right mental attitude  (1 Peter 5:8; 1 Thess. 5:6).

‘fix your hope completely’-1.  Fix or set your hope (Colossians 3:2).  2.  ‘Completely’-‘fully, altogether’ (Arndt p. 810); ‘wholly, without doubt, ‘ (Vincent p. 636); ‘unwavering constant hope’ (P.P. Comm. p. 8).  3.  This statement is the same concept that Jesus referred to when He talked about not serving two masters (Matthew 6:24); not looking back after putting your hand to the plow (Luke 9:62); or when James rebuked the double-minded man (James 1:6-8); when Paul talked about people being tossed to and fro (Eph. 4:14), or a repentance that has no regrets (2 Cor. 7:10).  This is a key problem in the lives to too many Christians.  We end up struggling and finding no joy in our relationship with God when we are trying divide up our hope or place our trust in more than one place.   We will be miserable and our growth and effectiveness will be hindered until we finally make up our minds to place all our trust and all our hopes for future happiness in our relationship with God.

‘on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ’-‘on the grace which is to be yours’ (NEB);’on the blessing that is coming to you’ (TCNT).    If we view the Second Coming with terror, then we have the wrong motivation.  The view of the Second Coming that truly helps the Christian grow, is the view that all our real hopes will be realized at that time.  We can abstain from the temporary and sinful pleasures of this world, because they are poor substitutes for the real happiness which is coming with Jesus.   

1 Peter 1:14 ‘As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance’

‘As obedient children’-i.e. ‘children marked by obedience’ (Robertson p. 88).  A mode of expression in which one is characterized by a certain quality (Eph. 2:3; 5:8; Luke 16:8; 2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Peter 2:14).   POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  The outstanding quality of any Christian, should be their obedience to God.  2.  Sonship cannot exist without obedience (Matthew 7:21-23; John 14:15).   3.  The goal in preaching the gospel is to bring about obedience to God (Romans 1:5; 16:26).

‘do not be conformed’-1. ‘Conformed’-‘form or mold after something, be formed like, be guided by’ (Arndt p. 795); ‘to fashion or shape one thing like another’ (Vine p. 227).  (Romans 12:1-2)  ‘do not let your lives be shaped’ (TCNT).  2.  Man has a choice, note, once one becomes a Christian, one still has a choice.  You can conform to God, or you can conform to your old lifestyle.  The Christian can fall away.   3.  Man will conform to something!  (Romans 6:13-16; Matthew 6:24).  There is no such thing as a true non-conformist.

‘to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance’-‘the evil desires you used to cherish when you did not know any better’ (Wms).   1.  The life outside of Christ isn’t the life of enlightenment and freedom, rather, it is the life of ignorance and enslavement (Acts 26:18; Ephesians 4:17-19).  2.  The Christian now ‘knows better’.  3.  One cannot occupy a place of moral neutrality.  Giving up God means that one will fall back into former lusts.  There are those who think that once Christianity has helped them out of various lusts, that they can discard Christ and yet still live a relatively good moral life.  This verse contradicts that idea.   4.  Be impressed that casting off all restraint is not a sign of wisdom, intelligence or enlightenment.  

1 Peter 1:15 ‘but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior’
‘but like the Holy One who called you’-A Holy God deserves our conformity and obedience, not the world.    1.  God is Holy, and those who profess to be His people must also manifest purity (Lev. 11:44-45; 9:2; 20:7,26).  2.  God cannot have fellowship with those who engage in evil (1 John 1:6-7).  3.  Despite modern religious claims to the contrary, the Christian needs to live a morally pure life (Romans 6:1ff; 2 Cor. 7:1; Ephesians 4:22-5:11).

‘the Holy One’-Before we move on, this statement does tell us many valuable truths about God.  Truths that should encourage us give Him our best possible effort and loyalty.  1.  God is always up front and never misrepresents or overstates the truth.  2.  Every motive in God is completely pure.  There is no sinister or evil reason why God wants us to serve Him.  3.  God is consistent.  4.  God will never lie to us (Titus 1:2), therefore we can place all our confidence in Him.  I was reminded of the importance of these truths just this week, when I read the following, ‘The Beatles became disenchanted with the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi when they learned that he was much more interested in the body of one of the ladies in their party than with the spirits of any of them, and they admitted, “We made a mistake.”’ (When Skeptics Ask, Geisler and Brooks, p. 133)   Along the same lines we could point out that Mohammed had more wives that even he had prescribed for his religion, the abuses and polygamy in which Joseph Smith participated, the countless abuses among the Catholic Popes,  etc…It is refreshing and encouraging to find out that God is Holy.

‘be holy’-i.e. become.  1.  In ancient times in non-Christian and non-Jewish circles the word translated ‘holy’ meant, ‘devoted to the gods’, and therefore ‘sacred’.   2.  Thayer says, ‘set apart, pure, upright’ (p. 7).  The words sanctify, sanctification, saint, holy, and holiness all come from the same root word.  Thus a Christian is to be separated from the sinful attitudes and actions of the world, and dedicated to serving God (Matthew 6:33).  3.  Notice that ‘holiness’ isn’t something mysterious wrought upon the individual.  We are commanded to ‘be’ holy.  (2 Cor. 7:1).  And ‘holiness’ isn’t the result of a long mystical or intellectual journey.  There are no steps or levels to ‘holiness’, and there are no degrees of holiness among men.  The Christian must be ‘holy’ right now!   Holiness is very practical, i.e. get rid of the sin in your life and put on godly qualities (Colossians 3:5ff).

‘in all your behavior’-‘in every department of your lives’ (Phi).  1.  Before God, the Christian has no privacy or part of their life that they can keep from God.  Every part must be pure.  2.  I cannot divorce my personal life from my relationship with God.  3.  I cannot divorce my marriage or my business life from my relationship with God  (Ephesians 5:22-6:9).   3.  Holiness can be seen!   If the heart is pure, then the conduct will be pure (Mark 7:20-23).  What we ‘do’ says everything about whether we are serious about being ‘holy’, whether we have dedicated ourselves to God or not (Titus 1:15-16).

1 Peter 1:16 ‘because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy”’

‘because it is written’-‘the verb is in the perfect tense in Greek, thus indicating past action with existing results.  Expanded, the phrase means, It was written and now remains as a record.’ (Woods p. 43)    1.  This truth stands as valid.  It is not changed by time or culture.  God has always required holiness of those professing to be His people.  2.  The statement is found in  Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:2; 20:7,26.    3.  Notice the word ‘because’:  Why should we do something?  Peter’s response, ‘Because God said so.’

‘You shall be holy’-Seeing that God demanded holiness of Israel in the Old Testament (Exodus 19:5-6; Leviticus 20:26).  This verse infers that Christians are the Israel of God today (2:9-10).  ‘God is the same in both testaments, and the revelation in them is consistent and unified from God as its source, God does not change (Mal. 3:6; James 1:17; Heb. 13:6)’.  (Hamilton p. 44)   Therefore we must reject any teaching which implies or argues that morality purity is something which Christians need not concern themselves.

POINT TO NOTE:  Someone might object, ‘But how can I be holy like God is holy?’  1.  The verse implies that one can be honest and sincere.  Therefore, we must reject the idea that no one is serving God from pure motives.  2.  The verse demands that man can practice true love, true forgiveness, that people can develop and have pure minds (Phil. 4:8), etc….3.  The level of purity God expects of us is the level described in the following passages (Matthew 5:44-48; Ephesians 4:31-5:2; Colossians 3:13; Philippians 2:3-5).   4.  Again, holiness isn’t something that is forced upon us, rather, it is something we must choose.  5.  Since we are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26), the command to act and think in a godly manner should be something within the reach of all.  It also should be something of which all could see the value in and learn to love and appreciate (1 John 5:3; Psalm 19:7ff).  It also should be a way of life that ‘fits’ (Matthew 11:28-29).

1 Peter 1:17 ‘And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;’

‘And if you address’-‘If, on the one hand, Christians are children of God..they have been rightly reminded to be obedient children and to realize that true children of a holy God will be holy.  Now Peter balances this argument; if, on the other hand, they call God Father, they should remember his character and allow not familiarity to be an excuse for evil.’ (Davids p. 70)

‘as Father’-God is not a cruel and inhuman tyrant.  And neither is God an it, a force or a fertility goddess.  The word ‘address’ means:  ‘to call on for help, to appeal to..the present tense suggests regular or habitual calling.’ (Grudem p. 80)  Peter assumes that these Christians pray to God regularly and that they call upon Him as Father (Matthew 6:9; 1 Thess. 5:17).

‘the One who impartially judges’-‘without the slightest favoritism’ (Phi); ‘without preferring one to another’ (Beck).  (Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; Galatians 2:6).  1.  Some have tried to use the ‘Fatherhood’ of God as an argument against the idea that God will send anyone to hell.  It is interesting that Peter didn’t see any contradiction between God being a Father and an impartial Judge at the same time.   2.  ‘God does not judge individuals on the basis of such outward characteristics as wealth, cultural background or social position..1 Samuel 16:7.’ (Woods p. 43)

‘according to each man’s work’-‘ judges men by their actions’ (Phi) 1.  But how many people think that God is going to judge according to ‘what each man intended to do’.  Often people will excuse their sinful actions by saying, ‘But God knows my heart’.  Yes He does!  He knows that selfish deeds come from a selfish heart (Mark 7:20-23).  See also (Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6ff; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 6:7).  While it is true that doing the right thing will never make up for the price of your salvation (Luke 17:10), it is also just as true that doing the wrong thing will condemn you (Galatians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Revelation 21:8).  Obeying God will not put God in debt to you, but disobeying will cause you to be lost (Matthew 7:21-23).

‘conduct yourselves’-We have control over our actions.  Sin isn’t genetic and neither is it a physical disease.  

‘in fear during the time of your stay upon earth’-‘let reverence be the spirit of your lives’ (TCNT); ‘stand in awe of him while you live out your time on earth’ (NEB).  The fear in this passage speaks of healthy respect or a worshipful awe.  Unfortunately too many serve God from a motive of terror or dread.  But I have found that such a motive usually doesn’t move people to grow spiritually and neither does it keep them from habitual sins.  Someone noted the difference between fear that is terror and fear which is respect.  One son said, ‘I’m afraid to do that because of what dad might do to me’.  Another son said, ‘I’m afraid to do that because what it would do to my father.’  A person can stand in dread of God and just still love self more than God.  But the person who stands in awe of God, has a greater love for God than for self.  A healthy respect for God is often stressed in the Scriptures (Deut. 6:2; Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:7; 14:26-27; Luke 12:4-5; 2 Cor. 7:1; Hebrews 12:28).

This Holy God Who shows no favoritism, ‘will therefore show no favoritism to His friends or children..Membership in God’s family, great privilege though it is, must not lead to the presumption that disobedience will pass unnoticed or undisciplined’. (Grudem pp. 80-81)  ‘Fear of God is not inconsistent with loving him or knowing that he loves us…fear of displeasing our Father is the obverse (compliment, counterpart) side of loving him.  The fear here recommended is…a holy self-suspicion and fear of offending God, which may not only consist with assured hope of salvation, and with faith, and love, and spiritual joy, but is their inseparable companion…This fear is not cowardice:  it doth not debase, but elevates the mind; for it drowns all lower fears, and begets true fortitude and courage to encounter all dangers, for the sake of good conscience and the obeying of God.’ (Grudem p. 82)

‘stay’-One stay.  One isn’t given many lifetimes to get it right.  You cannot harmonize reincarnation with the Bible (Heb. 9:27).  Especially when you realize that in the doctrine of reincarnation there is absolutely no room for a Savior (John 3:16).

The Price Of Our Redemption:
1 Peter 1:18 ‘knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,’

‘knowing’-‘For you know’ (TCNT).  The connection between this verse and the previous section:  ‘Live holy, obedient lives that manifest respect for God, for after paying such a high price for your salvation, God wouldn’t be pleased if you casually disregard the liberation from your sins.’  

‘you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold’-1.  The word ‘redeemed’ means:  ‘to release on receipt of ransom, liberate by payment of ransom.’ (Thayer p. 384)  (Titus 2:14; Matthew 20:28)  ‘was frequently used in the days of slavery to indicate the act of obtaining freedom for enslaved persons through the payment of a sum of money for their release.’ (Woods p. 45)   2.  The verse vividly reveals the true depth of every sin.  No amount of perishable things, even valuables such as silver and gold could make atonement for even one sin.  In addition, other passages tell us that sin cannot be atoned for even by the sacrifice of our own lives (1 Corinthians 13:1-4), or the lives of our loved ones (Micah 6:6-8).   3.  There exists no human or earthly endeavor, accomplishment or sacrifice that can remove sin.  Sin is moral evil and rebellion against the nature of God.  We need to take our sins more seriously!  (Psalm 51:4)

‘from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers’-1.  ‘Futile’-‘idle, empty, fruitless, useless, powerless, lacking truth’ (Arndt p. 495).  2.  So much for the idea that ‘family traditions’ must always be right.  We must love God and His ways more than even earthly parents and their ways (Matthew 10:37).  2.  This suggests Christians from a Gentile background, who had been introduced into idolatry and all its practices by their parents.   3.  Jesus not only can deliver us from our sins, He can deliver us from the ‘environment’ of ignorance, superstition, false religion, etc…that keeps people enslaved.  4.  Talk about the subject of the Bible being relevant to the needs of modern man!   We are surrounded by people who have been raised in a ‘futile way of living’.  People brought up in atheism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Denominationalism, ‘Good-ole-boyish’, materialism, hedonism, feminism, etc…Sharing the gospel with someone means giving them the chance to escape from a meaningless life!   Please note that sinful ways of living are not genetic, rather they are learned.   And also note that men and women can break from sinful, addictive, generational, and societal living patterns and pressures.  Peter doesn’t buy the excuses, ‘But the vast majority endorse it, the great middle section of society is always right’, ‘if it was good enough for mom and dad it is good enough for me’, ‘blood is thicker than water’, ‘when in Rome do as the Romans’, ‘we must keep this family tradition alive at all cost’.

1 Peter 1:19 ‘but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ’.

‘but with precious blood’-‘Precious’-‘of great worth or value’ (Arndt p. 818)

‘as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ’-1.  Jesus is often spoken of as a lamb (John 1:29; Acts 8:32).  2.  The sacrificial animals in the Old Testament had to be without defect or flaw (Lev. 22:18-24; 4:32; Numbers 28:3,11).  3.  The statement infers that Jesus lived a sinless life (2:22).  This is quite a statement from Peter, who had constant contact with Jesus over the space of three years.  Who saw Him confronted with all sorts of difficult situations, many of which were very intense.  Even though Peter had been personally rebuked by Jesus, and following Jesus had cost Peter many of the comforts of this life, still, Peter did not have a diminished view of Jesus.  4.  Nothing can atone for sin, except the blood of Jesus.  Therefore, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was the only method by which we could be saved.   5.  The lesson is clear:  The blood of Christ is vastly more priceless than silver and gold.  But how many professed believers have traded the benefits of Christ’s blood (salvation), for a few extra hours at a job, or hobby, or recreational pursuit?  

1 Peter 1:20 ‘For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you’

‘foreknown before the foundation of the world’-Before God even created the universe, earth and man, He knew going in that this would cost Him the life of Jesus (Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:28; 1 Cor. 2:7; Ephesians 1:4; 3:11).  The phrase ‘foundation of the world’, means the creation of the world (John 17:24; Eph. 1:4; Luke 11:50; Hebrews 4:3).  God knew that in creating mankind, He would have to make man with a freewill (for obedience and love that is forced has no ethical value).  But that meant that some might make the wrong choice, hence sin would enter.  The death of Christ for the sins of the world wasn’t a last minute idea and neither did  Jewish rejection catch God by surprise.   POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  This doesn’t mean that Adam and Eve were destined to fail in the garden, but it does mean that God knew that eventually someone would sin.   2.  Premillennialism is such an attack upon God’s wisdom.  For that theory has God planning to set up an earthly kingdom when Jesus initially came (i.e. Jewish acceptance) into the world, but at the same time having Jesus die according to a predetermined plan (Jewish rejection).  3.  Also note that foreknowing the future doesn’t mean the same thing as determining the future.  God knew that Jesus’ generation would crucify Him, but God didn’t force them to do it (Acts 3:13-19).  

‘has appeared in these last times’-This is a reference to Jesus’ incarnation, and not His Second Coming.  He ‘has’ appeared, the aorist tense denotes a specific point in time.  (1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 9:26; 1 John 1:2; 3:5,8).   ‘These last times’-‘lit., at the end of the times’ (Vincent p. 639).  Jesus had appeared at the end of the Jewish age, in the ‘fullness of time’ (Galatians 4:4), and His death had triggered the beginning of the last period of time upon the earth (Hebrews 1:2; Acts 2:17).

‘for the sake of you’-(2 Cor. 8:9).  ‘for your benefit’ (Phi).  Again, Peter reminds Christians who were suffering, that despite their trials, they were living in a privileged time.  Do we fail to appreciate the ‘time’ in which we are living?  When Bibles and study aids are so abundant and inexpensive?  When bible software makes it so easy and fast to find a verse, a word or a phrase?  When we have the benefit of looking back and seeing the whole plan of God unfolded.  Add to all of this the scientific and archaeological evidence made available to our generation which endorses the scientific and historical accuracy of the Scriptures.  Look at all the tools that we have to spread the gospel and get the message out!

1 Peter 1:21 ‘who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God’.

‘who’-these Christians.

‘through Him’-The only way that one can become a believer in God, is through Jesus Christ.  Jesus reveals the Father (Matthew 11:27;John 1:18; 14:6).  Access to the Father is only through Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:19).

‘believers in God’-One cannot come to really know God apart from Jesus (Eph. 2:18; John 14:6).  This verse undermines the idea that all the religions in the world are simply serving the same God in different ways.

‘who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory’-Peter is reminding these Christians that the God Who is their Judge is also their Savior.  ‘he planned their redemption in the counsels of eternity (1:20), he sent forth his Son for their sake (1:20), he is the one whom they even now depend on (1:21), he raised Christ from the dead and glorified him (1:21), and thus he is the one in whom they place all their trust and hope (1:21).  The God whom Christians fear is also the God whom they trust for ever, the God who has planned and done for them only good from all eternity.’ (Grudem p. 87)   Glory followed the resurrection (Acts 2:33-36; 5:31; Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11).

‘so that your faith and hope are in God’-‘are resting upon’ (Wey); ‘are directed towards’ (Rhm).   The same God that raised Jesus and gave Him glory, is the same God who would raise these Christians and give them glory.  Therefore, despite whatever they might suffer, they know that they are never suffering in vain.  ‘for they have on the basis of what was done in Christ the confident expectation that God can and will do as he promised for them.’ (Davids p. 75)

1 Peter 1:22 ‘Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,’

’in obedience to the truth’-1.  Which means that the truth can be obeyed.  2.  The truth is the message of the gospel (John 14:16; Gal. 5:7; Eph. 1:13; 1 Tim. 4:3).  3.  ‘and obeying the gospel..indicates that conversion is not simply a matter of intellectual change, but of a transformation of behavior, that is, a response to a command (Acts 2:38).’ (Davids p. 76)  4.  The soul is not purified by submitting to false doctrines.   5.  There is not a level of truth beyond what is revealed in the Word of God (John 17:17).

‘purified’-‘purified your lives’ (TCNT).  Perfect active tense, implying action in the past with existing results.  Purification/sanctification is the result of obeying the gospel.  It isn’t a mystical process.  Rather, one hears the gospel, believes that Jesus is the Son of God, turns from a life of sin, confesses Jesus, and submits to the command to be baptized (Acts 2:38).  1.  ‘This is the cleansing of the conscience from awareness of sin by removing the sin.  Men are commanded to be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38).’ (Hamilton p. 53)  2.  In Acts 15:9, Peter noted that God had cleansed the hearts of the Gentiles by faith.  Which means that the faith that saves is an obedient faith, a conviction that obeys the truth.   3.  This purifying of the soul also includes the conscious decision on the part of the individual to give up the sin in their life (James 4:8; 1 John 3:3).  4.  In comparing this verse with 1:2, we learn that the sanctifying work performed by the Spirit, is what happens when an individual encounters the truth and is convicted.

‘for a ‘-‘with a view to, in the direction of’ (Alford p.1637)

‘sincere love of the brethren’-Love that is genuine, without hypocrisy and undisguised (Romans 12:9; 2 Cor. 6:6).  This includes a love that is more than talk or profession (1 John 3:18; John 13:34).

‘fervently love one another from the heart’-1.  ‘Fervently’-‘eagerly, constantly’ (Arndt p. 245).  ‘Lit., intensely, with all the energies strained to the utmost.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 11).  ‘Children of God are not to love one another indifferently, or loosely, but ..intensely.’ (Woods p. 50)  2.  ‘One another’-this quality of love is the obligation of every member.  3.  ‘from the heart’-This love isn’t forced.  Rather, it is a deliberate act of the will.  4.  ‘It is a reminder that one of the first marks of genuine growth in holiness in individuals and in churches is earnest love for fellow Christians.  It also gives encouragement that human personalities, far from being immutably fixed early in life, can be dramatically and permanently changed through the power of the gospel.’ (Grudem pp. 89-90) ‘Loving fellow-Christians is obviously no minor issue..’ (Davids p. 77)  (See Romans 12:10; 1 Thess. 4:9; Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 4:8; 2 Peter 1:7).

The New Birth:
1 Peter 1:23 ‘for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.’

‘for’-Which connects this verse with the previous verses.  We are called to fervently love one another, because we are all part of God’s family (1 John 5:1).  It is inconsistent to claim to be born again and yet refuse to love the members of the family into which you have been born.

‘born again’-‘to produce again, beget again, beget anew’ (Thayer p. 36).

‘not of seed which is perishable but imperishable’-The new birth isn’t a physical birth (John 3:3-6).  The word ‘perishable’ means:  ‘subject to decay or destruction’ (Arndt p. 857)

‘that is, through the living and abiding word of God’-

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  The ‘seed’ that causes the new birth is the Word of God (1 Corinthians 4:15;James 1:18).  Therefore the ‘spirit’ part of the new birth mentioned by Jesus in John 3:5, is the role played by the Word of God.  The Word is preached, the heart is convinced, faith is produced, the individual repents, confesses and is baptized=one is born again.  Compare with Mark 16:15-16; John 3:5; Acts 2:37-38; Titus 3:5.  2.  The Word of God is called incorruptible seed, which infers:  A.  The Word of God will exist in every generation, in a pure and incorruptible form (Matthew 24:35).  Therefore, we must reject every theory which states that the Bible has been corrupted, books are missing or books have been added, etc…B.  The message of the Bible is always fresh, new and relevant to the real needs of any generation.  The Bible never needs any improvement.  This is also inferred by the statement that the Word of God is ‘living’ (present tense) (Acts 7:38; Hebrews 4:12).  C.  By obeying teaching found in the Bible a person is never made worse, they only can become better.  D.  The Church that Jesus founded can exist in any generation (Ephesians 3:21; Hebrews 12:28), because the ‘seed’ which produces Christians is incorruptible (Luke 8:11)

‘living’-A great reminder to people who seem to think that their own opinions will have a better chance at converting someone than the words and examples in the Bible.  ‘The implications for evangelism are obvious: ultimately it is neither our arguments nor our life example that will bring new life to an unbeliever, but the powerful words of God himself—words which we still have preserved today in Scripture.’ (Grudem p. 91)  So let us never tire of plain Bible teaching or preaching, let us never tire of Biblical illustrations and Biblical examples.  Let us never think that our own humanly devised sayings or illustrations could ever be more relevant or powerful than the words found within the Bible.

‘abiding’-‘remain, last, persist, continue to live’ (Arndt p. 504).  Which means that the New Testament will always remain just as authoritative as the first day it was written.  The New Testament does reflect God’s views, and it will until the end of time (John 12:48).  The gospel remains a living and active message that will always find room to grow in honest and good hearts.  With the gospel, Christians are assured that they are never preaching an outdated message.  

1 Peter 1:24 ‘For, “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord abides forever.”’

‘For’-This is a quotation from Isaiah 40:6-8.  Here is proof of the assertion made in 1:23.  What is corruptible on this planet is ‘flesh’.  Humanity is finite and frail (James 4:14).  What abides is the Word of God, words like those found in Isaiah 40:6-8.  Still relevant, still powerful, still living, convicting, and abiding.  And still true!

‘All flesh is like grass’-‘Flesh’ means ‘every human being’.  What is produced by a corruptible seed.   In this there may be a hint at the temporary nature of those persecuting these Christians.

‘And all its glory like the flower of grass’-‘And all its splendour’ (TCNT).  All the great accomplishments, splendor, achievements, pride and attainments of mankind are just as temporary and fragile.  Man knows that he is temporary, but many men try to build something that they think will stand the test of time.  It is hard to believe, but every human accomplishment or project on this planet will one day go up in smoke (2 Peter 3:10).  And outlasting the physical existence of mankind or his earthly projects is the Word of God.  Therefore let us never be intimidated by secular society or its achievements, for they cannot compare with our heavenly home (1 Peter 1:4).

1 Peter 1:25 ‘And this is the word which was preached to you’.

Therefore the message which we have heard has eternal meaning.  The rewards it promises will come, just like the threats that it also contains.  Don’t let the world intimidate or shame you into inaction.  You are involved in something more relevant than anything else that is happening upon this planet.  
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