First Peter 3:8-22
Outline And Commentary:  Mark Dunagan
I.  Outline:
I.  Duties Towards Our Brethren:  3:8

II.  Blessing Instead Of Retaliation: 3:9
III.  How To Love Life And See Good Days: 3:10-12
IV.  How To Handle Suffering: 3:13-17
V.  The Example of Jesus: 3:18-19
VI.  The Significance Of Baptism: 3:20-22
II.  Commentary:
1 Peter 3:8 ‘To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;’

‘To sum up’-This isn’t the end of the letter, rather it sums up a section dealing with our obligations to others.  Besides obligations to civil government, masters, husbands and wives, we also have an obligation to our brethren.

‘let’-Christians have the ability to remain united.  Unity is a choice.  God hasn’t given the Church an impossible task (Eph. 4:1-3).  There are doctrines which are essential for unity (Eph. 4:4-6; 2 John 9) and there are also attitudes.

‘all’-Every Christian has an obligation in this area.  It isn’t the exclusive task of the elders, deacons, older members or preacher to keep the peace.

‘harmonious’-‘like-minded, united in spirit’ (Arndt p. 569); ‘unity of thought and feeling, from “one and the same”, and “the mind”.’(Vincent p. 652)  (1 Cor. 1:10; Romans 12:16; 15:5; Phil. 2:2,20).  ‘sharing the same thoughts and attitudes, thinking harmoniously’ (Grudem p. 146)   Points to Note:  1.  ‘Some think this is an instruction to do the impossible because people have all sorts of ideas and dispositions.’ (Hamilton p. 143)  But God doesn’t command the impossible.  2.  ‘Such unity will only come when Christians are humble and bold enough to lay hold on the unity already given in Christ and to take it more seriously than their own self-importance and sin.’ (Barclay p. 268)  3.  This commandment infers that the Word of God is so clear and powerful that honest hearts from different backgrounds, with different prejudices and pre-conceived ideas, can come to the same conclusions concerning the truth when they encounter the Bible.  4.  But unity will not happen when people insist on cherishing beliefs and attitudes which aren’t in harmony with the will of God.
‘sympathetic’-‘suffering or feeling with another’ (Thayer p. 596) (Romans 12:15)  ‘It is descriptive of one who so identifies with the feeling of another that he or she responds with similar feelings or emotions..Heb. 13:3.’ (Oberst pp. 160-161)  ‘One thing is clear, sympathy and selfishness cannot co-exist.  So long as the self is the most important thing in the world, there can be no such thing as sympathy.  Sympathy depends on the willingness to forget self, to step outside self, and to identify oneself with the pains and sorrows of others.’ (Barclay p. 268)  Sympathy also ‘acts’ (Matthew 9:36).  It is much more than saying, ‘Oh, what a sad situation.’

‘brotherly’-‘full of brotherly love’ (TCNT); ‘Philadephos’-fond of one’s brethren; ‘lit., brother lovers’ (Woods p. 94) (1 Peter 1:22; John 13:34; 1 John 3:16; 4:20).  The Bible is very direct and frank.  ‘The simplest test of the reality of our religion is whether or not it makes us love our fellow-man.’ (Barclay p. 269)  And this is an essential element in any discussion on unity.  Christians who really love each other, will make tremendous sacrifices to resolve differences, even doctrinal differences.

‘kindhearted’-‘compassionate, tender-hearted, lit.,  of good heartedness.’ (Vine p. 185)  (Ephesians 4:32).   ‘The conditions of modern twentieth century life it is easy to lose the cutting edge of pity, and it is still easier to be satisfied with a sentimentalism which feels a moment’s comfortable sorrow, and which does nothing about it.’ (Barclay p. 269)

‘humble in spirit’-having a modest and honest opinion of oneself (Romans 12:3).  A true estimate of our abilities, limitations, weaknesses, etc…The opposite of arrogance (Prov. 29:23).  Unity is impossible to preserve as long as people are more in love with their own ego’s than with God.   ‘Brethren who are thus minded will not seek to vindicate themselves by irritable behavior in inflicting on others like treatment when they feel they may have been wronged.’ (Hamilton p. 145)

1 Peter 3:9 ‘not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.’

‘not returning evil for evil’-‘to give up or back’ (Vine p. 277)  Peter has been talking about acting like a Christian in all our relationships.  We may not be a slave with a hard master (1 Peter 2:18), but we face similar situations.  We must be prepared to act like a Christian even when we find ourselves the subject of slander or abuse.   Points to Note:  1.  We are not given the right to take revenge (Prov. 20:22; Romans 12:21).  2.  No pay backs!  We are not to get ‘even’.  Because we can never get even.  Paying back evil for evil, doesn’t make us even, rather, it makes us both lost!  2.  Taking personal revenge is “evil”.  It is just as “evil” as what was done to you.  3.  Paul revealed that in many lawsuits the person suing is often motivated by the same evil attitudes as the person that initially wronged them (1 Corinthians 6:1-8).

‘or insult for insult’-‘hard words with hard words’ (Knox).  Revenge is wrong, whether that revenge is in deed or words.  ‘The NT….go far beyond simply not taking vengeance and leaving it to the Lord; the command is, instead of attacking or insulting those who attack and insult…to bless the persecutor.’ (Davids p. 126)

‘giving a blessing instead’-‘to invoke blessings upon one’ (Thayer p. 259); ‘lit., to speak well of’ (Vine p. 132).  The present tense.  1.  ‘The reason given in the gospels is that they ought to imitate the goodness of God even to undeserving sinners (Matt. 5:45,48; Luke 6:35-36).’ (Grudem p. 147)   2.  See also (1 Cor. 4:12; Romans 12:14).  ‘The idea is to “call down God’s gracious power”…to invoke gracious things from God.’ (Hamilton pp. 146-147).   2.  This doesn’t mean that we call ‘evil—good’ (Isa. 5:20).  And neither does it mean that we excuse the sins of others.  Rather, giving a blessing would include praying for them, that they could also be saved (Matthew 5:44).  Someone has said that it is hard to keeping on hating a person while you are praying for them.   3.  This statement also reveals our true worth and value.  Anyone can curse, swear and threaten.  But not just anyone can ask God for a blessing.  Have you ever looked at yourself in that light?  You can bring happiness and blessings into the lives of others, even your enemies!

‘for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing’-In obeying the call of the gospel message (2 Thess. 2:14), we have inherited tremendous blessings (Eph. 1:3), and still have blessings to obtain in the future (1 Peter 1:4).   God already has and will bless us further, even though we were His enemies (Eph. 2:1-3).  Likewise, we are obligated to treat others in the way that God has treated us (Eph. 4:32).

1 Peter 3:10 ‘For, let him who means to love life and see good days refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile’

‘For’-This is a quotation from Psalm 34:12-16:  

‘means to love life’-‘He that would enjoy life’ (TCNT)  ‘Who wishes to live as that he will not weary of life, so that he may love it so that he may have a life worth living, to love life wisely, not selfishly.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 131)

‘see good days’-experience days of happiness. ‘days of happiness, usefully and worthily spent.’ (Woods p. 95)   Points to Note:  1.  We are responsible for the ‘good’ that happens in our life.  If we are miserable, then we have made the choice to be unhappy.  2.  ‘to love life does not mean that one has a trouble-free life…It rather suggests an enjoyment of life and contentment in the life God has given, no matter what the outward circumstances (Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:4,7,11; 1 Thess. 5:16-18).’ (Grudem p. 150)  3.  For the Christian, ‘good days’ would also include our future life with God.  But the present verses do promise happiness in this life to the person who places their trust in God.   And especially, the person who offers a blessing instead of verbal attacks upon his or her enemies.  What misery we cause for ourselves by holding on to grudges and by insisting that we get satisfaction right now.

‘Refrain his tongue from evil’-We can control our tongues (James 1:26).  ‘Refrain’-‘to cease or desist, restrain’ (Thayer p. 496); ‘lit., let him make it cease’ (P.P. Comm. p. 131)

‘speaking guile’-‘his lips from deceitful words’ (TCNT).   (1 Peter 2:1)  When people take matters into their own hands, and ‘strike back’ with a verbal assault,  they usually end up saying things that aren’t true.  Unfortunately, slander is often countered with more slander.   Before you say, ‘Oh yea…….’, in response to an accusation, realize that you probably are about to say something equally untrue.

1 Peter 3:11 ‘And let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it’

‘let him’-The language of choice.

‘turn away from evil’-‘shun wrong’ (Mof) (Prov. 4:14-15).  Evil isn’t impossible to avoid.   Temptation can be resisted (1 Cor. 10:13).  You don’t have to strike back or retaliate!  Nothing forces you to respond in that manner, except your own stubbornness.

‘do good’-More is required than simply abstaining from evil.  Too many people practice a negative goodness.  (2 Tim. 2:22; Galatians 5:22-23)

‘Let him seek peace and pursue it’-‘Seek’-‘seek after, strive after, aim at’ (Thayer p. 272).  ‘Peace’-peace with his or her brethren (3:8), and peace with enemies (Romans 12:18).  ‘Pursue’-‘seek after eagerly, earnestly’ (Thayer p. 153).  ‘strive for, aspire after’ (Arndt p. 201).  ‘Searching for peace and going after it with all his heart’ (Bas); ‘try to live in peace even if you must run after it to catch and hold it’ (Tay).  ‘”Seek peace” addresses motive; one is not looking for a fight but has an earnest search for concord.’ (Hamilton p. 151)  The child of God must be a peace-maker (Matt. 5:9).

Peter gives three arguments to motivate people towards godly living:  1.   It secures happiness in this life.  2.  It finds favor and protection of God (3:12).  3.  It commonly disarms the malice of men (3:13).  Peace with others is no accident.

1 Peter 3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’

‘eyes of the Lord upon the righteous’-‘Upon’-in a favorable sense.  ‘the righteous’-i.e. those who practice the will of God, and especially in this context, verses 3:8-11.  ‘he is looking after them for good, recognizing and meeting their needs (note the affirmations of God’s timely care in Psalm 34:7,8,10,17,18, 19-20,22).’ (Grudem p. 150)

‘attend to their prayer’-‘ears are attentive to their prayers’ (TCNT).  More than simply attending, but listening with pleasure (Prov. 15:8).

‘is against those who do evil’-(Proverbs 28:9; Isaiah 59:1-2).

The Christian Response To Suffering:
It is so easy to feel sorry for ourselves, without realizing that others are enduring their own trials.  Slaves (2:18) and wives with non-Christian husbands (3:1) have their trials.  But these aren’t the only hardships found among Christians.

1 Peter 3:13 ‘And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?’

‘And’-In view of the fact that God watches with favor upon and eagerly listens to the prayers of the righteous.  (Romans 8:31).

‘who is there to harm you’-Points to Note:  This could mean two things:  1.  Usually people who do the right thing are not harmed.  ‘Harm’ is not the normal expectation for those who do what is right.  2.  Or, even if we are afflicted, our persecutors can never permanently harm us (Matthew 10:28).

‘prove zealous’-‘A man may have more than one attitude to goodness.  Goodness may be to him a burden; goodness may be to him a bore; goodness may be to him something which he vaguely and sentimentally and nebulously desires, but the price of which he is not willing to pay in sweat and effort….”Love goodness with that passionate intensity with which the most fanatical patriot loves his country”.  Sir John Seeley said, “No heart is pure that is not passionate; no virtue is safe which is not enthusiastic.”  It is only when a man falls in love with goodness that the wrong things lose their fascination and their power.’ (Barclay p. 271)

Zeal is to be a mark of the Christian (Titus 2:14; 1 Cor. 14:12).  Unfortunately, the cause of Christ suffers when professed Christians are more zealous for their jobs, hobbies, etc…than a relationship with God.   Oh, if we were just as fanatic about God as we are about lesser things.  Are you a ‘zealot’ for the will of God?  Are you a ‘zealot’ for goodness?

‘prove’-It isn’t enough to wish or dream that you would do the right thing.  

1 Peter 3:14 ‘But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed.  And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,’

‘But’-The Bible is quick to keep us from jumping to the wrong conclusion.  Doing the right thing won’t always keep you from being persecuted.  Jesus, Paul, Timothy and others suffered, even though they were zealous for good (1 Tim. 3:11;2 Tim. 3:12).  God is always up front and honest with us (Matthew 5:10-12).

‘for the sake of righteousness’-i.e. for what is right and good.  Instead of suffering because we deserve to suffer (2:20; 4:15).

‘you are blessed’-‘Fortunate, privileged, recipient of divine favor’ (Arndt p. 486) (Matthew 5:10).   In view of what Jesus did for us (3:18), the Christian should consider it an honor to suffer for His cause (Colossians 1:24).  We need a change of attitude towards suffering that comes because we stand for what is right.  Instead of being tempted to quit, or fall into despair.  We need to realize that such suffering means that we are doing our job, like the soldier who is itching to get where the fighting is at.  We often may sacrifices for family, loved ones, the company or our country.  Why don’t we have the same attitude towards the gospel?

‘And do not fear their intimidation’-Quotation from Isaiah 8:12.  ‘do not be alarmed by their threats’ (Wey).   The fear that is forbidden is the type of fear that paralyzes the Christian or moves the Christian to abandon what is right.  The hero is just as afraid as any other man in the outfit, the difference is, he doesn’t allow such fears to keep him from doing what is right.

‘troubled’-‘disturb, unsettle, throw into confusion’ (Arndt p. 805).   (John 14:27)   1.  God wants His people to face persecution with calmness and confidence.  Suffering doesn’t give us the right to act in an ungodly manner, give up or stop doing the right thing.  Our God is bigger than all our opponents!

Intelligent Responses In The Midst Of Suffering:
1 Peter 3:15 ‘but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;’

‘but’-Far from being intimidated into silence or inaction.

‘sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts’-“Sanctify”-‘treat as holy, reverence’ (Arndt p. 9). Which means recognize that Jesus is the Lord, that He is in control of this world, even when we find ourselves in the midst of suffering.   Points to Note:  1.  ‘The alternative to fear is to focus attention on someone else…means truly to believe that Christ, not one’s opponents, is truly in control of events.’ (Grudem pp. 152-153)   2.  In addition this means that we don’t have to worry about ‘getting even’, for God will take care of that.  We reverence Jesus, and we feel sorry for our opponents who are blindly and uselessly attacking something which they were never be able to destroy.   3.  In the Old Testament, the expression was ‘Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye sanctify’ (Isaiah 8:13).  What is ascribed to Jehovah in the O.T. is ascribed to Jesus in the New Testament, which infers His Deity (Colossians 2:9).

‘always being ready’-Christians are to be a prepared people (2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 3:1)  Teaching opportunities are sadly wasted when we haven’t done our homework (Heb. 5:12-14).  This verse infers that the Bible is so clear that it can prepare every Christian to answer the objections and questions posed by unbelievers (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

‘to make a defense’-‘Defense’-‘verbal defense, speech in defense’ (Thayer p. 65); ‘an answer back’ (Robertson p. 114) (Phil. 1:7,17; 2 Tim. 4:16).  Which means that everything that God stands for—can be defended when questioned and even when attacked.  

‘to everyone’-No one can defeat God in a debate.  Jesus’ dealing with the Pharisees (Matthew 22); and the way Jehovah responded to Job (Job 38), should teach us that much.  We have the truth, and therefore we shouldn’t be intimidated by anyone’s questions or arguments.  In addition, even our opponents need an answer, they also have a soul that needs to be saved.

‘who asks you’-And people will ask!   It’s not as if the questions may or may not come.  

‘give an account’-‘reason’ (Vine p. 252).  ‘It is significant that the words ‘defense’ and ‘account’ in the text are closely related in meaning:  To everyone who asks an “account” we are to give an “account”.’ (Woods p. 98)

‘for the hope that is in you’-Points to Note:  1.  The passage doesn’t say, ‘Tell people about your hope’.  Rather, it says, ‘Give a reason or reasons why you have this hope in God, etc…’   2.  This demands that “reasons” exist, objective evidence exists which the Christian can point to and say, ‘This is why I believe in God’, ‘This is why I believe the Bible is the Word of God’, ‘This is why I believe Heaven exists’, ‘This is why I believe that Jesus is the Son of God.’  3.  ‘Peter must be assuming that the inward hope of Christians results in lives so noticeably different that unbelievers are prompted to ask why they are so distinctive (cf. 4:4)’ (Grudem p. 153)  4.  This also demands of the Christian a good knowledge of the Word of God.   ‘It is said that every citizen in Athens was expected to keep himself sufficiently informed in civic affairs to be able to participate intelligently in any discussion thereof.’ (Woods p. 98)  5.  Barclay observes, ‘In a hostile and suspicious world it was, and still is, inevitable that the Christian will be called upon to defend the faith he holds….(this defense)…must be reasonable…To do so we must know what we believe; we must have thought it out; we must be able to state it intelligently…Our faith must be a first-hand discovery, and not a second-hand story…The Christian must go through the mental and spiritual toil of thinking out his faith, so that he can tell what he believes and why he believes it.’ (p. 273)

‘yet with gentleness and reverence’-ready, but not over-ready, i.e. not arrogant.  ‘Gentleness’-‘an attitude free of scorn, haughtiness and bitterness.’ (Woods p. 98).  ‘Reverence’-‘yet argue gently and cautiously’ (Wey); ‘in a humble and reverent manner’ (Nor).  See 2 Timothy 2:24.  ‘His defense must be given with gentleness.  There are many people who state their beliefs with a kind of arrogant belligerence….The case for Christianity must be presented with winsomeness….His defense must be given with reverence.  That is to say, any argument in which the Christian is involved must be carried on in a tone and in an atmosphere which God can hear with joy.’ (Barclay pp. 273-274)   This also suggests, ‘not attempting to overpower the unbeliever with the force of human personality or aggressiveness.’ (Grudem p. 153)  If we present the gospel with conviction, in a logical and reasonable fashion with persuasiveness, and humility, then we are doing our job.  This verse also reveals that we aren’t given the right to abuse our audience when we present the truth to them.  You don’t have to be rude or caustic in order to win people to Christ.

1 Peter 3:16  ‘and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.’

‘and keep a good conscience’-‘keep’-present tense.  Points to Note:  1.  No matter how good, wise, or fervent the “reason” given, if the life is inconsistent with the defense what good is it?  ‘”A saint”, as someone has said, “is someone whose life makes it easier to believe in God.”’ (Barclay p. 274)   2.  A good conscience is a real possibility.  This means that man can observe the commands given in the Bible (1 John 5:3).  People can know when they sin.  And those sins can be repented of, confessed and forgiven (1 John 1:8-10).  3.  In contrast, those who contend that the Bible is an insufficient guide, or that you are always going to be guilty of violating something because of ignorance, must contend that a good conscience is an impossibility.

‘so that’-Some people won’t be convinced by the truth.  There have always been those who have slandered Christians and have invented the most outlandish accusations against Christianity.  The way to prove them wrong, is to live a godly life.  They may not be won over, but others who listen will realize that their accusations are untrue.  

‘those who revile your good behavior in Christ’-Nothing has changed.  People still complain about the godly behavior of Christians.  People resent our lasting marriages, obedient children, clean lifestyle, stewardship with our earthly possessions, views concerning right, wrong, sin, heaven and hell, etc…

‘may be put to shame’-‘proved to be liars’ (P.P. Comm. p. 132)  Hopefully, they will be shamed to the point that they honestly admit that they also need God in their lives.  That their accusations aren’t grounded in the truth, rather, they are grounded in envy, jealousy, self-pity and dishonesty  (1 Peter 2:12; Matthew 5:16; Romans 12:20-21).

1 Peter 3:17 ‘For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.’

‘if God should will it so’-Even when we are in the midst of suffering, God is still in control.  God has not forsaken us, rather, He has only permitted the suffering to happen.  In addition, we also know that we are up to handling whatever God permits (1 Corinthians 10:13).   In addition, we should always be aware that suffering for what is right becomes a powerful tool in bringing others to Christ.  For people are always on the look out for something that will enable them to handle life even at its most difficult moments.

‘for doing what is right’-(2:15,19-20).

The Example Of Jesus:
God gives us incentive and encouragement to face such suffering with confidence.  Lest we are tempted to say, ‘Why should I suffer, when it isn’t even my fault!   Why should I suffer, when I haven’t done anything wrong?  Shouldn’t doing the right thing be rewarded?’  All such complaining ceases, when one remembers that Jesus suffered for our sins.

1 Peter 3:18 ‘For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;’

‘For Christ’-Lest anyone think that suffering for the right thing is a vain and thankless task.  Suffering for doing the right thing can accomplish much!  Jesus is the ultimate example of suffering for righteousness (3:14); being zealous for what is good (3:13); suffering for well-doing (3:17), and we are to follow in His steps (2:21-25).

‘died for sins’-For the sins of others (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:6,8,11).  So let us stop complaining when we suffer because someone else abused their freewill.  Jesus also suffered for the wrong and selfish choices of others!  

‘once for all’-‘used of what is so done as to be of perpetual validity and never need repetition’ (Thayer p. 54) (Hebrews 9:28 ‘so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many..’).  Points to Note:  1.  Jesus remains the only sacrifice for sin—in any time or in any culture (Mark 16:15-16).  Christianity therefore will remain the only relevant and real way to eternal life.  2.  Nothing will replace the sacrifice of Jesus.  Another remedy for sin will not be found.  3.  Jesus died and suffered ONCE.  Thus the Lord’s Supper is not a re-sacrifice of Jesus.  It is not a ‘mass’.  Rather, it is a remembrance.  4.  Another route or Savior will not be given for those who reject Jesus.  5.  The sacrifice of Jesus doesn’t lose it’s effectiveness with the passing of time.  His sacrifice is just as powerful in the 21st Century as it was in the First Century.

‘the just for the unjust’-(Romans 5:6-8).  He suffered for what others had done.  He had no sins of His own (2:22).   We will never realize the true evil and selfishness of our own sins, until we accept the fact that the punishment Jesus endured, was the punishment we deserved.  Remember those truths next time you are tempted to sin or tempted the downplay the significance of a sin.

‘in order that He might’-Notice the word “might”.  There will be people who refuse God’s offer of salvation.  Jesus didn’t die for a select group of people destined for salvation.  Rather He died for all (1 Tim. 2:6), He died for people who might or might not accept Him.

‘bring us to God’-‘Bring’-‘to open a way of access’ (Thayer p. 543) (Romans 5:1-2; Ephesians 2:16-18; Heb. 10:19-20).  Jesus remains the only means of access to the Father (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

‘having been put to death in the flesh’-Jesus really died on the cross.  An illusion wasn’t on the cross, rather, Jesus suffered all the pain associated with being in a physical body.  His death was painful and real!  (John 1:14)  I think that even some Christians erroneously think that being crucified wasn’t as painful for Jesus as it would be for mere humans.  That isn’t true.  Jesus didn’t go into some state of mental meditation which enabled detachment from His body (John 19:28).

‘but made alive in the spirit’-Points to Note:  1.  What died on the cross was His body “the flesh”.  By the way, note that the word “flesh” doesn’t inherently mean something that is sinful.  2.  What was inside that body didn’t die, i.e. the spirit (Matthew 27:50; Luke 23:46).  3.  When Jesus re-entered that body in the tomb, life returned to His physical body.  ‘the spiritual nature of Christ’ (Vincent p. 656).  4.  The passage is not teaching that only the ‘spirit’ of Christ was resurrected, for the spirit of Christ never died!  Rather, Jesus is an eternal, self-existent spirit (Heb. 9:14), Who can re-enter a dead physical body at will (John 10:18 ‘…I have authority to take it up again.’)

1 Peter 3:19  ‘in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison’

‘in which’-Must refer back to the last statement of 3:18.  ‘In which spirit’.  

Point to Note:  A popular denominational view on these verses has been that they are teaching that after His death, Jesus preached to the lost souls in hell.  And this preaching took place between His death and resurrection.  This interpretation has been furthered by the unfortunate rendering of ‘hell’ in Acts 2:27 (KJV).  First things first!  The word in Acts 2:27 is ‘Hades’, not ‘Hell’.  The spirit of Jesus went to Hades  (Luke 23:43; 16:19ff).  In addition, these verses are not talking about what Jesus did after His death, rather, they are talking about what happened during the days of Noah (3:20).  

‘also He went and made proclamation’-As Jesus had spoken through the prophets in time past (1:11); He had long before that, spoken to Noah’s generation, through Noah (2 Peter 2:5 ‘..a preacher of righteousness’).  The activity of Jesus didn’t start with the incarnation.  Rather, Jesus had been serving mankind long before that.  See also Ephesians 2:17.  Consider John 14:18 ‘..I will come to you’.  And yet it was the Holy Spirit Who came.  Even though the Holy Spirit inspired the apostles (John 16:13), it is always assumed that what is being revealed comes from Jesus (1 Cor. 14:37; Hebrews 1:2).  Hence, the Holy Spirit was guiding Noah, as He would do for other prophets (1 Peter 1:20-21), and yet Jesus was the source of the information being spoken.

‘to the spirits now in prison’-Points to Note:  1.  Death ends all chances to change (2 Peter 2:9 ‘keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment’; Luke 16:19ff).  2.  The unrighteous experience conscious suffering.  3.  Notice the word ‘now’.  When Peter wrote these people were in prison, but they were not in prison when they heard the proclamation that originated with Jesus.  They were alive, and they were in the flesh.  ‘the time when this preaching was done is clearly stated in the next verse’ (Woods p. 101)  4.  In addition, WHO ARE THESE SPIRITS is also defined and specified.  5.  The Jehovah Witnesses contend that man doesn’t have a soul or spirit.  And that the word ‘spirit’ means ‘life-breath’, or something physical that keeps the body alive.  Insert that definition into this passage!  

1 Peter 3:20 ‘who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.’

‘who once were disobedient…in the days of Noah’-1.  The ‘spirits’ mentioned in 3:18 are specified.   The spirits in the previous verse are not every lost soul since the Creation.  Rather, they were the people alive when Noah was constructing the Ark.  2.  When Jesus preached is defined.  Hence, when Jesus preached to these people they were alive on the earth.  When Peter wrote this letter, they were now in prison, i.e. they rejected the message that Jesus brought through Noah.   2.  Notice the statement ‘once were disobedient’.  Disobedience and rebellion end at death!  The lost sinner isn’t allowed to engage in rebellion after he dies.  Hell isn’t a place where people continue to engage in their sins.  Hell isn’t a big ‘party’.  And the inhabitants in hell won’t end up running hell, like inmates run a prison.  

‘disobedient’-Disobedient people end up lost!  God doesn’t change His mind, God doesn’t act differently than what is stated in His revelation to mankind  (Acts 17:30-31).

‘when’-‘marks distinctively the time intended by the word “once”’ (Alford p. 1654).   This marks the time of their disobedience and the time when Jesus preached to them.

‘the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah’-God gave Noah’s generation 120 years of ‘grace’ (Genesis 6:3).  The flood happened after years of long-suffering and mercy.  In the same way, already the Second Coming has been preceded by centuries of God’s patience (2 Peter 3:8-9).   How can anyone claim that God is cruel or unfair, in view of such patience?  How many of the opponents or critics of Christianity are willing to wait for justice?  Wait for vindication?  Wait for wrongs to be righted?  Rather, how many of the same people who complain about the ‘strictness’ of the God revealed in the Bible, demand instant revenge?  

‘during the construction of the ark’-1.  Noah was a real person.  2.  The whole account in Genesis 6-9 about the Ark and the flood is historically accurate.  It isn’t a myth.  And the ark didn’t represent something besides an actual ark.  The flood isn’t an allegory.  3.  Before we demand God to act right now!  We need to think.  God’s patience with sinners, also gave Noah and his family time to build the ark.  God’s patience also works for our salvation and the salvation of our children.

‘in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water’-1.  Another detail is confirmed.  The man Noah in Genesis doesn’t represent a nation or something else.  Rather, Noah was a real man.  The story is literal.  Eight people were saved, eight literal people, no more, no less (2 Peter 2:5; Genesis 7:13).  This is just one of many “minor details” in the Old Testament which is confirmed as being historically accurate.  2.  Jesus preached to a whole generation through Noah, and yet, Noah only influenced 7 other people!  3.  How can we get discouraged, when the Church in our generation is growing much faster than the results that Noah received.  

‘safely through the water’-God can use something to accomplish two different purposes at the same time. On the one hand the water meant disaster for the disobedient.  On the other hand, water meant deliverance for Noah and his family from a corrupt society.  The Second Coming will mean eternal life for Christians, but it will mean eternal damnation for non-Christians.

Point to Note:  Years ago someone noted the elements which contributed to Noah’s deliverance:  1.  God saved Noah (2 Peter 2:5).  2.  Noah was saved by his faith (Heb. 11:7).  3.  Noah was saved by God’s grace (Genesis 6:8).  4.  The ark saved Noah (Heb. 11:7).  5.  Water saved Noah (1 Peter 3:20).  6.  Obedience saved Noah.  7.  By entering the ark, in a sense, Noah saved himself.

1 Peter 3:21 ‘And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you---not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience---through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,’

‘Corresponding to that’-‘Corresponding’-‘resembling another, its counter part’ (Thayer p. 51); ANTITUPOS-lit., a striking back, copy, corresponding type (Vine pp. 95-96).  ‘corresponding to something that has gone before.  “means baptism, which is a fulfillment  (of the type) now saves you, i.e. the saving of Noah from the flood is a foreshadowing of baptism, i.e. our salvation’ (Arndt p. 76)  ‘Baptism is presented as corresponding to (pre-figured by) the deliverance of Noah’s family by water.’ (Robertson p. 119).   ‘Literally, “antitupos” means an impression corresponding to the “tupos”.  The die, mold, or pattern makes an impression, which is the “antitupos”…Hence, the antitype is that which is left after something has been impressed by the model or mold.’ (Hamilton p. 191)

Point to Note:  How can anyone argue that baptism is non-essential?  Water baptism in the New Testament is the original pattern, which various Old Testament practices and events foreshadowed, i.e the flood, crossing the Red Sea (1 Corinthians 10:1-2); and the laver which the priests washed in prior to serving in the tabernacle (Exodus 30:18-20/Titus 3:5).   In addition see the following passages (Mark 16:15; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Ephesians 4:5 ‘one baptism’-one unimportant and optional baptism???

‘baptism’-Right here some try to argue that the baptism under consideration is Holy Spirit baptism:  Points to Note:  1.  But the context is ‘water’.  Why would God parallel Holy Spirit baptism with an event which involved more water than any other event in human history?  Is God trying to confuse us?   2.  The salvation in the context is connected with water (3:20 ‘brought safely through water.’)  3.  The baptism associated with salvation is water baptism (Acts 8:36-38).  4.  Holy Spirit baptism doesn’t save a person (Acts 10:44-48).

‘now saves you’-from what?  Obviously from the eternal consequences of your sins (Acts 2:38).  Man says that baptism has nothing to do with salvation.  Why then did Jesus and the Apostles constantly link baptism with salvation, and constantly placed baptism prior to salvation? (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16).  Baptism doesn’t save us from hardship, suffering, persecution or trials.

Consider the parallels:  1.  The waters of the flood delivered Noah from a corrupt society to a new world----water baptism brings one into a state of newness of life (Romans 6:3-5).  2.  Water delivered Noah from a condemned world---baptism delivers us from condemnation (Mark 16:16).  3.  The flood separated the saved from the lost---baptism is the line between lost and saved.  4.  The flood wasn’t the Savior, but the instrument or means of deliverance---water baptism isn’t the Savior, rather it is the last condition prior to salvation.  

Other things are connected with salvation, and people don’t consider them to be non-essential (i.e. faith, Mark 16:16; Acts 2:21; Jesus Christ, Acts 4:12; grace, Acts 15:11; the blood of Christ, Romans 5:9; confessing Christ, Romans 10:9; the gospel message, 1 Cor. 15:2; the love of the truth, (2 Thess. 2:10).  ‘Most interpreters would agree that whatever element or action is specified in the above passages as necessary for being “saved” should not be omitted from the teaching of salvation.  To omit any item that “saves” us would be to leave out hope, belief, grace, the blood of Christ, confessing Christ, and Jesus Himself!  When therefore the Scriptures also tell us baptism “now saves you”, one is hard pressed to shrug it off as “nonessential” to salvation.’ (Oberst pp. 183-184)

‘not the removal of dirt from the flesh’-‘dirt’-filth, ‘removing of dirt from the body’ (Arndt p. 738).

Points to Note:  1.  This separates water baptism from the Jewish ceremonial washings.  Baptism doesn’t deal with mere external ceremonial defilement.  It is not a ritual cleansing bath.  2.  And this also reveals that there isn’t something magical in the water.  Any sort of water can be used for baptism.  Carefully note that we never find the apostles first blessing the water in which people were to be baptized.  A body or pool of water by the side of road will work just fine (Acts 8:36-38).   3.  Another angle on the passage, proposed by some is to view ‘dirt/filth of the flesh’ as sin.  That Peter is saying, ‘baptism is not just a removal of sin, but also….’  I’m still thinking about that one.

‘but an appeal to God for a good conscience’-‘Appeal’-‘earnest seeking, i.e. a craving, an intense desire, long for something’ (Thayer p. 230); ‘primarily a question or inquiry, denotes a demand or appeal’ (Vine p. 268); ‘request, appeal, an appeal to God for a clear conscience’ (Arndt p. 285).  ‘the craving for a conscience right with God’ (Gspd); ‘it means the ability to face God with a clear conscience’ (Phi).  ‘is another way of saying “a request for forgiveness of sins and a new heart”.  When God gives a sinner a clear conscience, that person has the assurance that every sin has been forgiven…(Heb. 9:14; 10:22).’ (Grudem p.163)  

Points to Note:  1.  Obviously, baptism only applies to those who are old enough to personally make an appeal to God for a clear conscience!   2.  Since baptism is always placed prior to forgiveness (Acts 2:38), we must reject any idea that a person can have a clear conscience prior to baptism.  Hence the statement, ‘an appeal to God for a good conscience’, cannot be interpreted as meaning ‘an appeal to God made out of a good conscience’.   3.  The person who wants a clear conscience realizes that baptism is the final step between them and such a condition.  In addition, in being baptism one also pledges to live before God in a good conscience, i.e. to obediently conform to His laws.

‘through the resurrection of Jesus Christ’-Which gives meaning to baptism.  For if Jesus wasn’t raised, then neither are we raised to newness of life following baptism (Romans 6:3-6).  We can have confidence in being baptized!  If God raised up Jesus, then certainly He will cleanse us from our sins when we submit to Him in the waters of baptism (Colossians 2:12-13).

1 Peter 3:22 ‘who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.’

‘who’-Jesus.

‘is at the right hand of God’-(Romans 8:34; Eph. 1:20; Heb. 1:3).  ‘In the ancient world, to sit at the right hand of a king signified that one acted with the king’s authority and power…as an indication of Christ’s present universal authority, the finality of his completed work of redemption, and his immeasurable worthiness to receive our praise.’ (Grudem p. 165)

‘having gone into heaven’-Acts 1:11

‘after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him’-Some see this verse as including both good and evil powers in the spiritual realm (Eph. 6:12; Colossians 2:10,15).  1.  Jesus presently sits and reigns as King.  While evil still operates (1 Peter 5:8), it cannot overpower the Christian against their will and it will only succeed as far as God permits it to succeed.  2.  This last statement ties this whole context together.  Christians may suffer for doing what is right, but never fear, so did Jesus.  And look what suffering accomplished!  And look how the Father exalted Jesus after such suffering!  
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