1 Peter 2:1-10
Outline and Commentary-Mark Dunagan

I.  Outline of 2:1-10:
I.  Things To Put Away: 2:1-3

II.  A Living Stone In A Spiritual House: 2:4-8
III.  The New Israel: 2:9-10
II.  Introductory Comments:
‘In this chapter we continue the apostle’s discussion of the requirements of holiness….most of all it means being clothed with the likeness of Jesus Himself, and following in His steps.  Because it was of great importance in the first century for the disciples of Christ, by their holy and virtuous behavior, to confute the accusations of their adversaries (who charged them with every conceivable crime)..Next Peter tells both Jews and Gentiles that by their believing on Christ, being built up into a temple and nation for the worship of God, all the honors formerly appropriated to the Jews, as the visible church and people of God, now belong to them.’ (Oberst pp. 89-90)

III.  Commentary On 2:1-10:
1 Peter 2:1 ‘Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.’

‘Therefore’-‘resumes the line of argument which was interrupted by verses 23 to 25.  The word “so”, or “therefore”, refers back to the command “love one another” in verse 22.  This verse explains in more detail what is involved in loving one another “earnestly”:  one must put away (give up, get rid of) attitudes and habits which are harmful to others.’ (Grudem p. 93)   (Romans 6:2,11; Colossians 3:1-5)

‘putting aside’-‘lay aside, rid oneself of’ (Arndt p. 101).  The tense is aorist, which indicates a definite and decisive act with permanent results.  The admonition is to put off the following things for good, make a clean break.  The phrase ‘putting aside’, ‘means literally to discard clothing…signifies the putting away of the evils of one’s former life as one would discard dirty and defiled linen (Romans 13:12; Col. 3:8,10; James 1:21).’ (Woods p. 53)  ‘So once for all get rid of’ (Wms); ‘Now that you have done with..’(TCNT)  (See also Ephesians 4:22,25; Hebrews 12:1).

POINT TO NOTE:  No one can remove these things from our lives, but ourselves.  The final decision to part with sinful attitudes and actions must rest with us.  We make the choice!  Therefore, sin isn’t inherent or genetic.  And years of counseling, therapy, listening to good preaching, etc…can never make the choice that only we can make.  The good news is that each one of us has within ourselves the ability to part with any sin.  Thus a habitual sin, is simply a sin that I presently do not want to stop.

‘all’-Even a little bit of sin cannot be justified.  Notice that the word ‘all’ not only applies to malice, but all the other sins mentioned here.  We need to remember this, because rationalizing a little sin is such a common practice.   

‘malice’-ill will and especially the desire to injure.  ‘an evil disposition and a malignant spirit’ (Woods p. 53).  This word in the New Testament is frequently joined with grumbling, bitterness and envy (1 Cor. 5:8; Eph. 4:31; Col. 3:8; Titus 3:3).  ‘Especially when a community (congregation) is under pressure there is a tendency to begin bickering and division, which only makes the community that much more vulnerable to outside pressure.’ (Davids p. 80)  Malice is the opposite of love.  One is active ill will directed toward others, the other, is active good will.  ‘A malicious disposition leads to deception, deceit, envy and defamation; and the effort to conceal such produces hypocrisy’ (Woods p. 54)

‘all guile’-‘all deceitfulness’ (Wey).  ‘craft, deceit’ (Thayer p. 155); ‘full of every kind of treachery’ (Arndt p. 203).  All manner or every form of deception.  ‘Deceitfulness that harms others through trickery or falsehood.’ (Grudem p. 93)   This would involve removing all deception in your business dealings, marriage, family, and associations with brethren.  Let us be careful that in dealing with others we don’t adopt worldly and carnal methods that are so often justified in the surrounding society.   Since God is a God of truth, then His people must be truthful.  This verse also infers that when we teach others the gospel, that we are completely honest with them.  When someone asks what we believe about a certain topic, we need to be honest.  If we aren’t sure, then admit it.  

‘hypocrisy’-‘insincerity’ (TCNT).  ‘pay acting’ (Vine p. 241).  This would include, speaking or acting from impure motives (Matt. 6:1-4); pretending to be righteous on the outside, while remaining unconverted on the inside (Matt. 23:23ff).  The love commanded, which we are to have for our brethren, must be real (1 Peter 1:22).  The presentation of God’s word must be done with complete truthfulness (1 Thess. 2:3; 2 Corinthians 4:2).  

‘envy’-‘the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of others.’ (Vine p. 37)  ‘the opposite of thankfulness for good which comes to others.’ (Grudem p. 94)  Notice how ‘mental’ sinful attitudes need to be removed just as well as the actual act.  ‘Therefore in his list Peter has neatly cut the ground from any practice other than open truth and love among members of the Christian community; it may be the “tough love” of a rebuke, but Christians should be able to trust that no ulterior motives lie behind fellow-believers’ actions and that nothing is said in their absence that has not already been said to their face.’ (Davids p. 81)  

‘slander’-‘evil speech, defamation, detraction’ (Arndt p. 412)  The above sins are all interconnected.  Included in ‘slander’ would be backbiting and gossip.  ‘The tongue is a very willing instrument to express the ill will of the heart.’ (Hamilton p. 63)  (James 4:11)

1 Peter 2:2 ‘like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation’

‘like newborn babes’-‘Thirst, like newborn infants’ (Wey).  While new converts or the spiritually immature are called babes (1 Cor. 3:1-3; Heb; 5:13).  This expression doesn’t suggest that these Christians were recent converts.  Rather, they are to crave the nourishment from the Word of God, like a newborn craves feeding time.

‘long for’-‘earnestly desire’ (Vincent p. 641); ‘an ever-recurring desire for the word of God such as is characteristic of infants in their passionate longing and yearning for the milk which alone constitutes their food.’ (Woods p. 54)  This should be true of all Christians.

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Every Christian needs to have an intense desire for God’s communication to man (Psalm 41:1-2; Matthew 5:6).  At the present this is the only tangible contact that we have from God.  Like cherishing a note from a departed father, mother or spouse or a letter from a loved one that we can’t see due to distance or circumstances.  2.  ‘Infants do not have to be constantly urged and admonished to seek the source of their life!’ (Woods p. 55)   3.  And intense desire for the word of God will be developed when we realize that we can depend upon nothing else for true nourishment.

‘the pure’-In contrast to the deception (2:1) found in the world.  The truth found within the Bible is pure and it hasn’t been watered down or corrupted.  1.  Peter could not call the word of God ‘pure’ if it had been corrupted, or if books and teachings had been removed or added.  2.  Throughout the Scriptures it is always stated without reserve that the word of God can be trusted (John 17:17; Psalm 19:7-14; Psalm 119).  God would never had said such things, if He knew that the Scriptures would eventually become a completely untrustworthy collection of writings.   3.  Following the Bible is never a bad idea.  Accepting the teachings found in the Scriptures will never bring out the undesirable in an individual.   4.  The word pure also suggests that the Bible is completely free of error or impurity.

‘milk of the word’-others translate this expression, ‘spiritual milk’ (ASV).  ‘Word’-‘agreeable to reason, reasonable’ (Thayer p. 379).  ‘Word’ here is translated ‘spiritual’ in Romans 12:1 ‘which is your spiritual service of worship.’  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Only the word of God can nourish the soul (Matthew 4:4).  There are many wonderful benefits to poetry, good literature, art, music, etc….But we must never allow any of these to assume the role that only the Bible can fulfill.   2.  The word of God is ‘reasonable’ (1 John 5:3).  Every demand made by God is a very reasonable demand.  Therefore, the person who rejects God is being unreasonable.   Reason and the rejection of the Bible are not mutual friends, rather, they are sworn enemies  (Acts 26:25).  Therefore the faith of the Christian is not based on a subjective/emotional experience.  Rather, it is the result of examining the overwhelming evidence (Romans 10:17).

‘of the word’-i.e. the word which they drank from, just as we do, the written word of God.  The message that was preached and recorded (1 Peter 1:23-25).  In other places God’s revelation is mentioned as being spiritually nourishing (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4); pure (Psalm 12:6; 18:8; 119:96); and the idea of longing for it (119:20; 131).

‘that by it you may grow in respect to salvation’-final salvation (1:6).  1.  Spiritual growth is completely dependent upon our attitude towards and our time spent in the Scriptures (Heb. 5:14).  2.  Everyone who becomes a Christian isn’t guaranteed automatic growth.  One can remain at the babe stage (1 Cor. 3:2).  3.  Eternal life is conditional.  Final salvation depends upon our acceptance and application of what God has revealed.  4.  The word helps us discern good and evil (Heb. 5:14); prepares us for judgment (John 12:48); equips us for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17); and increases our faith (Romans 10:17).  Therefore, we must never think that we have outgrown Bible Study or Bible reading.

1 Peter 2:3 ‘if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord’

‘if’-or since.  The tense of the verb reveals that Peter is assuming that they have.

‘tasted the kindness of the Lord’-‘Tasted’-Feel, try, experience. ‘found by experience that the Lord is kind’ (TCNT).  ‘Kindness’-Every Christian has experienced that God is extremely kind, for God has forgiven their sins and has even adopted them as His own children (Galatians 4:4-6).  Psalm 34:8 ‘O taste and see that the Lord is good’.

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Here we find additional motivation to desire the Word of God.  For we have already experienced that God is very kind in our redemption.  That should motivate us to come back for more of His teaching.  What other great and kind things does He have in store for us?  2.  ‘to read or listen to Scripture is to hear the Lord speak, to take his good and nourishing words into one’s heart.  To drink…the Word is to ‘taste’ again and again what he is like….Moreover, those words give direction into the “good” paths of life (1 Peter 3:10-12); and give promises of his continued “goodness” in time of need (2 Peter 1:4).’ (Grudem pp. 96-97)   3.  This means, if we have a hard time getting motivated to read the Bible, and to read with enjoyment, or to pray to God, then we have never really appreciated what God did for us.  Failure to grow, is failure to appreciate your salvation (2 Peter 1:9).  ‘That person who trusts in the Lord enough to be obedient to his will finds a pleasant and enjoyable experience.’ (Hamilton p. 68)  In contrast, the ‘taste’ of the world is a very bitter experience (Titus 3:3; Romans 6:21).

Living Stones And A Spiritual House:
‘Peter uses extensive Old Testament imagery to show that New Testament believers (both Jew and Gentile) are in fact a new “people of God” who have come to possess all the blessings of Old Testament Israel but in far greater measure.’ (Grudem p. 97)

1 Peter 2:4 ‘And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God,’

‘And coming to Him’-‘indicating a “close” and an habitual (present participle) approach and an intimate association.’ (Vincent p. 642).  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  An expression used in the Greek translation of the O.T., for coming into God’s presence in the tabernacle to offer sacrifices (Ex. 12:48; 16:9; Lev. 10:4-5).  ‘By this expression Peter hints…that all believers now enjoy the great privilege, reserved only for priests in the Old Testament.’ (Grudem p. 97).  2.  Jesus is our only access to a relationship with God (John 14:6; Hebrews 4:14-16).  3.  Christians are encouraged to constantly draw near (Heb. 10:22; 11:6; 12:18,22)

‘as to a living stone’-Jesus is that living stone (Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:22).  Unlike other religions, the founder of Christianity is a self-existent being, the eternal Creator Himself (John 1:1-3).  And one Who can depart spiritual life to others.  ‘The fact that Christ is the living stone shows at once his superiority of an Old Testament temple made of dead stones, and reminds Christians that there can be no longing for that old way of approach to God, for this way is far better.’ (Grudem p. 98)

‘rejected by men’-‘reject after scrutiny, declare useless’ (Arndt p. 90)  Isaiah 53:3.  Besides other factors, this rejection was motivated by willful ignorance Acts 3:14,17; 13:27; and envy Matthew 27:18.  Therefore we need to properly evaluate the rejection we face in the world.  ‘Rejected’ is a word that we can certainly identify.  How many times do you find yourself simply ignored or dismissed by the world?   The world is in darkness (Acts 26:18), and it can’t even find God with its own wisdom (1 Cor. 1:21).   The person who rejects the message we preach is the person with the problem.

‘but choice and precious in the sight of God’-1.  ‘Choice’-select, ‘excellent, best usually chosen’ (Arndt p. 242).  2.  ‘Precious’-‘held in honor, dear’ (Vine p. 275); ‘preciousness as recognized, or held in honor’ (Vincent p. 642)  3.  ‘in the sight of God’-which is the only opinion that matters.  God not only selected Jesus, but He esteemed Him better than any other foundational stone.  These words suggest that we need to esteem Jesus just as highly as the Father esteems Him.

1 Peter 2:5 ‘you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’

‘you also’-Similar to the vine and the branches comparison (John 15:1ff), Jesus is the chief cornerstone upon whom are Christians are said to be built upon.  

‘as living stones’-‘Note that this building requires living stones---those that have life, vigor, and vitality…There is no place for dead bricks in Christ’s living tabernacle, the church.  We are not, as in the old temple stones, plastered permanently into a wall!  If we fail to be “doers of the word” (James 1:22) we will be rejected, not of men, perhaps, but  God, the Master Builder.’ (Oberst p. 99)

‘built up as a spiritual house’-This house is the Church (1 Tim. 3:15).  The foundation of this house is Jesus Himself (Matthew 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20).  One is added to this relationship upon baptism (Acts 2:38,41,47).  As God had only one Temple, in like manner, God has only one household (Eph. 2:19-20).  Both the tabernacle (Ex. 25:9) and the temple (1 Chron. 28:11-19), were built according to an exact pattern.  In like manner, the Church is also constructed according to a pattern (1 Tim. 3:15).

‘for a holy priesthood’-This is what God had desired for Israel (Exodus 19:6).  **’There is not a body of priests within the body of Christ, the church, separate and apart from other members of the body.’ (Hamilton p. 72)  Upon conversion, each Christian is a priest (Rev. 1:6; 5:10), and therefore each Christian is expected to offer something to God.  This also infers, that each Christian has direct access to God through Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:5).

POINT TO NOTE:  In the Old Testament, before serving in the tabernacle or temple, the priests had to first wash in the laver (Ex. 30:17-21).  In like manner, before one can serve as a priest in the house of God, one must also be washed, by submitting to baptism (Titus 3:5) and coming in contact with the blood of Christ.

‘to offer up spiritual sacrifices’-1.  ‘To offer up’-The usual term in the O.T. for offering of sacrifice, lit., to bring up to the altar.  2.  ‘Spiritual sacrifices’-in contrast to the material and animal sacrifices in the Old Testament.  Such sacrifices include giving our bodies in serving God (Romans 12:1), singing and praying ( Heb. 13:15-16; Psalm 141:2); and doing what we can to help in spreading the gospel (Phil. 4:18).

‘acceptable to God’-1.  God’s standard hasn’t changed.  As He required the best among the animals offered to Him in the O.T. (Malachi 1:6-9), God requires the best of our efforts in serving Him.  2.  This infers that God isn’t obligated to accept all that is offered to Him.  Unacceptable worship still exists, including worship which is unauthorized (Lev. 10:1-2; 1 Samuel 15:1-23; Matthew 15:1-9);worship that isn’t from the heart (1 Cor. 13:1-4); or worship which is engaged in with a careless attitude (1 Cor. 11:27-28).

‘through Jesus Christ’-Jesus is the only mediator between God and man.  Therefore we must always, as Christians, reject every human attempt to form a group of human mediators to which Christians must go to find favor with God, i.e. prayer or discipleship partners, Catholic priests, etc..

1 Peter 2:6 ‘For this is contained in Scripture:  “Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.”’

‘For’-The statement about Jesus being a living stone in found in the Old Testament.  ‘Peter now supports his affirmation in verses 4 and 5 with several Old Testament quotations.’ (Grudem p. 101)

‘contained in Scripture’-The Scripture cited is Isaiah 28:16.  Notice how Peter viewed the Old Testament, it wasn’t myth or story, rather it was Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16).  The word Scripture also applies to the writings of the New Testament (2 Peter 3:16; 1 Timothy 5:18).  Please note that the Biblical writers never apply the term to non-biblical writings.

‘Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone’-1.  ‘Behold’-calling people to pay attention to what is about to be said.  2.  ‘In Zion’-a name applied to Jerusalem, or at least certain parts of the city since the time of David  (2 Samuel 5:7).  3.  Outside the walls of Jerusalem, Jesus was crucified, resurrected and ascended.  It is the city in which God set up this spiritual house (Acts 2:47; Isaiah 2:2-4).  

‘precious corner stone’-The cornerstone was the most important stone in the foundation of a building.  The cornerstone was laid first, and often reached dimensions of 7 x 14 feet.  The entire building had to await the arrival of the cornerstone.  Hence, one still cannot have ‘Christianity’ while at the same time rejecting the deity of Christ.  Modern denominations which reject the deity of Christ, His virgin birth, His bodily resurrection, etc…are not ‘Christian’ in any sense of the word.  Upon the cornerstone rested two walls, some have suggested that in like manner, Jesus joins both Jews and Gentiles in one body (Ephesians 2:14-20).  ‘a stone placed at the corner, or the intersecting angle, where two walls of a building come together.  By uniting two intersecting walls, a cornerstone helped align the whole building and tie it together.’ (Nelsons p. 257)   Solomon used huge cornerstones in his buildings, some of those uncovered are more than 38 feet long and weigh above 100 tons.

‘And he who believes in Him’-Indicating that faith in Jesus is a choice (John 3:36).

‘shall not be disappointed’-put to shame, frustrated or ashamed. ‘to be put to shame who suffers a repulse, or whom some hope has deceived.’ (Thayer p. 331); ‘shall have no cause for shame’ (TCNT).  ‘Indicates an attitude of mind and disposition of heart enabling one to be calm and unflurried, hence not stampeded into fearful and hasty flight.’ (Woods p. 59)  One can place their trust, hopes and confidence in all sorts of things (others, money, beauty, power, etc..), but all such things will eventually fail and disappoint.  Death and or the judgment day will be a time of shame for those who refused to place their confidence in Jesus.   But those who place their trust in Jesus will never be disappointed.  The only sure investment for the future is trust in the Son of God. 

1 Peter 2:7 ‘This precious value, then, is for you who believe.  But for those who disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner stone,”’

‘This precious value’-‘It is you, therefore, who believe who see its value’ (Gspd).  Which means that the only person who admits the true value of Jesus is the person who places their trust in Him.  Many people in the world claim to have some respect for Jesus.  But God doesn’t accept admiration from afar.  A person hasn’t seen the true value of Jesus until they obey Him (Phil. 3:8).

‘for those who disbelieve’-refuse or withhold belief.  ‘implying that the unbeliever has had a full opportunity of believing and has rejected it.’ (Vine p. 314)  ‘in the present tense in the Greek, indicating a persistent unwillingness to be convinced.’ (Oberst p. 102)

‘which the builders rejected’-(Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11).  By rejecting Christ, the Jewish rulers placed themselves in the foolish position of being builders who in trying to construct a building, rejected the most important stone in the building.  They attempted to build without a foundation.  Point to Note:  The thought seems to be that anyone who rejects Jesus falls into the same category as did the Jewish rulers.  When a person rejects Jesus today, they are being just as rebellious as the people who crucified Him  (Heb. 6:4-6).

‘This became the very corner stone’-Human rejection doesn’t stop God’s purpose.  God’s plan wasn’t put on hold or even hindered (Matthew 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:11).  Those who rejected Jesus have been proven wrong, by the Father’s exaltation of Jesus (Ephesians 1:20-23).

1 Peter 2:8 ‘and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.’

‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’-(Isaiah 8:14) 1.  ‘Stone of stumbling’-a stumbling block, a stone which causes men to stumble.  ‘There seems to be here a picture of construction workers who were stumbling over the very object they had cast out and left to the side of the building they were erecting.  Or, perhaps more accurately, they continued to stumble at the projecting cornerstone, even after God had placed it (Him) in His proper place as head of the corner..’(Oberst pp. 102-103)   2. ‘Rock of offense’-‘anything which arouses prejudice, or becomes a hindrance or causes to fall by the way, the hindrance in itself may be good.’ (Vine p. 129)  3.  Christianity will ‘offend’ certain individuals.  People erroneously assume that if something doesn’t sound good to them, if they say, ‘Well, I cannot accept that’, then it must not be true.  Man isn’t the standard for truth (Isaiah 55:8-9).  We must never try to make the gospel into a ‘non-offensive’ message.  

‘for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word’-1.  ‘Stumble’-‘take offence at, feel repugnance for, reject’ (Arndt p. 716).   Notice that this stumbling isn’t accidental and neither is it inherent in their nature.  There is a clear reason why people reject Jesus Christ.  2.  ‘Disobedient to the word’-‘to refuse to be persuaded, to refuse belief, to be disobedient’ (Vine p. 319)   ‘Lit., “unbelieving”..willful opposition’ (P.P. Comm. p. 71).

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Unbelief is active opposition to the truth.  One must work at becoming an unbeliever.  One must reject the evidence which is all around them (Romans 1:20).  One must also adopt foolish and illogical theories to support his or her unbelief (Romans 1:21).   2.  Unbelief is a moral problem, not an intellectual problem.  They stumble, because they are disobedient to the word, i.e. the word of God.  ‘It indicates that many who reject Christ do so because of moral disobedience to God in their lives.’ (Grudem p. 107)  3.  One cannot accept Jesus and at the same time, reject the words of Christ (John 12:48).  Those who reject the ‘plan’, automatically reject the ‘man’.  One cannot have a relationship with God, one cannot believe in Him or trust Him, without accepting what He taught.

‘and to this doom they were also appointed’-1.  Specific individuals are not appointed for destruction, rather, it is the penalty for disobedience.  It was God’s choice that obedience should be rewarded and that disobedience must be punished.   2.  If one fails to accept the teachings of Christ, they will stumble.  This is a natural cause and effect (Galatians 6:7).  3.  Those who rejected Jesus were told to repent (Acts 2:36-38; 3:17-19), which proves that no one has been predestined for doom.  ‘God, in placing man under circumstances involving the possibility of great benefit as well as terrible dangers, expects man to seize the benefits and avoid the dangers; and if man refuses to do so, he cannot complain that God is unjust.’ (Woods p. 62)

1 Peter 2:9 ‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;’

‘But you are’-Only two groups exist.  And what makes the difference is obedience to Christ.  Carefully note that unbelief is equated to disobedience to the word (2:7-8), therefore belief in Christ involves obedience to the word.

‘chosen race’-all these blessings are for ‘you who believe’ (2:7).  ‘Chosen’-picked out.   ‘Race’-nation, people.  POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Jewish and Gentiles believers in Christ now compose the chosen people, the true Israel (Galatians 3:29; 6:16;  Romans 2:28-29; Matthew 21:43).  2.  This reveals that physical Israel no longer plays a role in the plans of God.  God doesn’t have one spiritual purpose for physical Israel and another spiritual purpose for the Church.  Those who don’t accept Jesus are doomed!  (John 8:24)

‘Royal Priesthood’-‘Royal’-‘a priesthood of royal rank, or in royal service’ (Arndt p. 371).  Again, a destination that was given to Israel in the Old Testament (Exo. 19:6).  Which is now given to Christians (Revelation 1:6; 5:9).  1.  This expression infers that Jesus is presently reigning as King (Acts 2:29-31), and that we are in a sense sharing in that reign (Ephesians 2:6).  2.  Have you ever though of yourself as ‘royalty’?  3.  Christian do you realize that you have higher connections and more wealth than any earthly prince or king?  That you have access to God that Cardinals, archbishops and even the Pope doesn’t have?   That you have greater insight into truth than any philosopher, theologian, scholar or guru?  ‘Of, course this priesthood of all believers is a concept contrary to the clergy-laity system (a concept that, in many instances, has someone else assuming our rightful Christian responsibilities and privileges.)’ (Oberst p. 105)

‘a Holy Nation’-‘a dedicated nation’ (NEB).  What God desired of Israel (Ex. 19:6; Deut. 7:6).  Dedication to God and purity is one of the themes of this letter (1:15; 2:11; 4:16).  As a congregation, do we act like a group of people who are dedicated to God’s service?   Our loyalty must always be first to our heavenly citizenship  (Matt. 6:33; Phil. 3:20-21; Colossians 3:1-2).

‘a people for God’s own possession’-‘a people claimed by God for His own’ (NEB).  ‘Possession’-‘one’s own property’ (Thayer p. 504).  (Titus 2:14)  ‘the private, special treasured possession of God..’ (P.P. Comm. p. 72).  Again, such an expression had been used of Israel (Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18; Exo. 19:6; Mal. 3:17).   1.  This passage contradicts the idea of the universal Fatherhood of God (i.e. God created us all, therefore we are all God’s children, and will all end up saved.)  Only Christians truly belong to God.   For they have been purchased with the blood of Christ (Rev. 1:5-6).  The statement is very exclusive.  2.  Concerning everything which God has created, the only thing that God will ‘get’ is His people.  

‘that’-such a relationship brings with it a great and wonderful responsibility.

‘you may proclaim’-1.  ‘You may’-freewill, choice.  2.  ‘Proclaim’-‘make known by praising or proclaiming, celebrate’ (Thayer p. 220).

‘the excellencies of Him who has called you’-‘Excellencies’-‘gracious dealings, excellent and glorious attributes’ (Alford p. 1641).  ‘intrinsic eminence, moral goodness, virtue’ (Vine p. 189).  ‘that you may proclaim the wondrous deeds’ (Mof).  Note that the word “excellencies” is plural.  There is so much that can be said about the wonderful nature and acts of God.  The list is endless.

POINTS TO NOTE:  1.  Christians are people who tell others about the greatness of God:  Isaiah 43:21 ‘The people whom I formed for Myself, Will declare My praise’.  Are we sold on God?  Do we talk about God in wonderful and glorious terms?  Are we so impressed with our own salvation that we can’t stop talking about our new life and its blessings?  Mark 5:19 ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.’  2.  ‘Christians are to “publish abroad” the mighty works of God, which include both his activity in creation and his miracle of redemption in the life, death, resurrection, and revelation of Jesus Christ.’ (Davids pp. 92-93)  3.  According to the verse, this is one of our reasons for existing!  For examples of praise see (Rev. 4:11; 5:9; 15:3-4; 19:1).  4.  God needs to be praised when we preach the gospel to individuals (Acts 17:21-31).  In addition, the character and reputation of God needs to be defended when we hear people assigning the origin of this earth to Evolution, etc…5.  ‘The answer to our search for ultimate meaning lies in “declaring  the excellencies” of God, for he alone is infinitely worthy of glory.  Redemption is ultimately not man-centered but God-centered.’ (Grudem p. 112)  6.  The Psalmists often talk about the greatness of God (9:14; 71:15; 73:28; 79:13; 107:22; 119:13,26)

‘who called you out of darkness’-By the gospel message (2 Thess. 2:14).  ‘Darkness’-(Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:12-14).  How many of us realize that we were in darkness?  What would your life be like today, if you were still in the darkness?

‘into His marvelous light’-‘Marvelous’-‘wonderful, remarkable’ (Arndt p. 352).  1.  Do we appreciate the insight, knowledge, clarity, etc…given to us by the Word of God?  (Psalm 119:130).  2.  Like men and women who had been blind, we can now see, really see what life is all about.  Have we taken this for granted?   Think of all the hurtful and foolish attitudes and opinions from which God has set you free.  Think of the consequences which you have avoided.  Think of the vast improvement in your life and especially the life to come.  God has liberated us from ignorance, guilt, bondage to sin, sinful addictions, superstition, worry, etc…

1 Peter 2:10 ‘for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.’

‘for you once were not a people’-Prior to their conversion, these people had not belonged to God.  The idea of predestination completely dies in this verse.  How could people predestined from eternity for salvation have never been the people of God?  Outside of Christ, one doesn’t belong to God (Eph. 2:11-13).  This statement also suggests many Christians from a Gentile background.  For the Jews had been the people of God.  No matter who you are in the eyes of the world, if you don’t belong to God, then you are a spiritual nobody.

‘but now are the people of God’-Note the singular.  The people of God is composed of all Christians.  We don’t find ‘peoples of God’.  Not just ‘a’ people of God, but ‘THE’ people of God.

‘you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy’-A quotation from Hosea 2:23, which is applied to the Gentiles in Romans 9:25-26.   1.  There is no mercy outside of a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Until one comes into contact with the blood of Jesus, one is far off (Eph. 2:13).  2.  This mercy is available to all who choose to obey Christ (Revelation 21:17).   3.  If people in remote Turkey needed to be born again to be saved (1:23), then people in any part of the world need to obey Jesus to receive the same salvation.  4.  Mercy isn’t dispensed in an automatic or unconditional manner  (Titus 2:11-12).   It could not be made any plainer that the Church has replaced physical Israel as THE people of God.  And that from now on until the end of time, mercy will only be dispensed to the person who believes on Jesus as the Son of God.  This applies to every Jew and every Gentile (Romans 11:22-23).
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